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Prayer for the Month of November

Sidespersons

Diversity in your World

Until Worship returns to a more usual pattern there will not be
a role for sidespersons.

“The Light shines in Darkness” (John 1 v 1-5 & 14)
I believe in the Sun, even when it is not shining,
and I believe in Love, even when there is no-one there,
and I believe in God, even when He is silent.
God of Light, we thank you that you are present everywhere,
even when we cannot see you.
Please shine your Light into the difficult places of our lives.
God does not dwell in the beautiful shiny places of this world
where we are happy and grateful, God dwells in dark, sad and lonely places,
ready to walk with us.
Guide us and comfort us with the Light of His Presence.
Give us the grace to invite Him to hold our hands
As He walks with us on our journey.

Answers to crossword on page 28.

Amen
Adapted by Christine Watson

From the Register of Services
September/October
2020
10th November

Solution to Sudokus on page 30

Funerals

th

28 September
5th October
14th October

Margaret Rose Irving
John Robert Matthew
Stanley Edward Garrett

(aged 80)
(aged 84)
(aged 83)

Baptism
th

October 11

2

Henry James Dodsworth
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Greetings from the Vicarage
My dear friends,
November finds us firmly entrenched in Tier 2 of the Covid 19 restrictions and
we live in a part of Essex which is considered High risk. However, this has not
changed what we are able to offer in the way of Church Services. In fact, in one
respect it has become easier in that we are now able to offer stand-alone
Baptisms, providing families abide by the Covid Safe restrictions we have put in
place. We will continue to lead Eucharist services at 9.30am on a Sunday
Morning, which will be live streamed via our Facebook page, and 10am on a
Wednesday morning.

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA

Treatment in the comfort of your own home

Mobile 07754 700950
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com

You may have heard mention in the news, or in your daily papers, that the
Church of England will be conducting a second Past Case Review into historic
Safeguarding Cases. I stand with so many of my clergy colleagues who are
outraged and embarrassed by those, who, through offices they have held in the
church, use their influence to abuse vulnerable people. So it is with a deep sense
of shame and repentance that I ask you to carefully read the paper that our
Safeguarding Officer, Lisbeth Hardy, has put into this magazine. Much has been
learned about the way to handle Safeguarding issues over the years and there is
now a dedicated Safeguarding Team in the Diocese. In Broomfield we take
Safeguarding extremely seriously. All of the Officers of the Church here and
anyone who leads groups is regularly DBS checked and is obliged to keep up to
date with Safeguarding Training Programmes. If you or anyone you know has
been affected by an issue of abuse please do either contact me directly, speak to
Lisbeth Hardy or contact the independent support number which you will find on
page 4 of this magazine. We continue to pray for all survivors of abuse and will
do all we can to support anyone who comes forward.
If you are walking through the churchyard at the end of October or beginning of
November, do look out for our ‘holy’ carved pumpkins. Many thanks to Heidi
for her creative work. I was able to put our contributions on the ‘Pumpkin Trail’
so hope that lots of people will have seen them. The churchyard is a wonderful
facility, open for all those who live in the village to walk through, sit in, to
experience some peace and tranquillity (unless you come on a Tuesday morning
when the working party is in full flow with lawnmowers and strimmers – which
make a bit of a noise). It is also the place where we have an opportunity to
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explore some of the concepts of Halloween. Some people find churchyards
spooky or frightening, but Halloween and our pumpkins, give us the chance to
share the Christian message of hope that those who have died are now in the
nearer presence of God and that those whose final resting place is in the
churchyard are resting in peace. Of course, for the Christian Church, Halloween
(a pagan festival) is followed immediately by All Souls and All Saints days and
we take the opportunity in Broomfield to remember those who have died, who
we still hold dear and love deeply. If you did not watch our Bereavement Service
where the names of those who have died were read out, you can find the live
stream on our Facebook page or website from 3pm on Sunday 1st of November.
In the meantime, if you are walking through the churchyard, do take a selfie with
your favourite pumpkins and upload it onto our Facebook page or send it to the
duty phone (07464 321616). We will enjoy seeing your photos.

Children's Corner

I am also in the process of organising some Advent activities as we continue to
plan different ways of doing things through December this year. One of our ideas
is that during December there is an advent window trail around Broomfield that
anyone can walk around and enjoy. Some may choose to do it as December
progresses, finding a new window every day, and others may prefer to wait until
they’re all open and follow the completed trail all in one go. We will have the
Nativity Window in the Church lit up on Christmas Eve as the final stop. If you
would like to take part, either by decorating a window, or by following the trail
and finding the windows, do please get in touch or follow our website for more
details. www.stmarybroomfield.org.
We are also in the process of planning for our Christmas Services. We cannot
publish any details just yet, but there will be opportunities for you all to attend a
Christmas service of Words & Music… but more details of how to book for
these services will be in the December magazine.
Do watch our website and Facebook pages where we will keep you updated with
any changes. We live in dynamic times and I would ask you to pray that we continue to both meet the spiritual needs of the people of this parish and take every
step we can with care and consideration for the well-being of all.
With every blessing

Carolyn
Can you get through this maze?
4
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Children's Corner

Church of England
Past Safeguarding Cases Review
The Church of England is undertaking a second Past Case review into the
handling of safeguarding cases. This review was commissioned following a
report in 2018 that revealed many shortcomings both in the process and the final
outcome of the original Past Case Review which had been commissioned in
2007.
All Parishes have been requested by the Diocese to make their parishioners
aware of this review as it is important we seek to encourage people to come
forward where they have information to disclose.
In the coming months every diocese across the country will be having
independent reviewers looking at every safeguarding case file as well as the files
relating to church officers, both lay and ordained, past and present. All parishes
have been asked to check that all their safeguarding cases have been correctly
reported to their diocesan team.
A Key focus for this second review (PCR2) is listening to survivors.
Individuals who wish to make representation to this process, who need to come
forward with information or to make any safeguarding disclosures regarding
church related abuse are encouraged to make direct contact with the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team at safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org or to visit
chelmsford.anglican.org/pcr2 for further information.
We do recognise that this may not feel safe for those who have lived experience
of abuse from within the Church. Therefore, a dedicated phone helpline 0800 80
20 20, operated independently from the Church by the NSPCC, has been set up.

Lisbeth Hardy

Parish Safeguarding Officer
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Readings for November
Although we cannot meet to hear the word of God read in church, we can
commit to reading the passages set for each Sunday. Carolyn will put a sermon
on the website each week which relates to the readings listed.
Sunday 1st November All Saints’ Day
Psalm 150
1 John 3: 1 - 3
Matthew 5: 1 – 12

Sunday 8th November Remembrance Sunday
Psalm 82
1 Thessalonians 4: 13 - end
Matthew 25: 1 -13
Sunday 15th November The Second Sunday before Advent
Psalm 20
1 Thessalonians 5: 1 – 11
Matthew 25: 14 – 30

Treasure discovered
In Saxon Way!

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Found at the end of the road
DON’T BE LONELY
Come and make new friends in
convivial surroundings.
ANY VILLAGER MAY JOIN
Tel: 01245-268172

Sunday 22nd November Christ the King
Psalm 93
Ephesians 1: 15 - end
Matthew 25: 31 – end
Sunday 29th November Advent Sunday
Psalm 9
1 Corinthians 1: 3 - 9
Mark 13: 24 - end

6
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BROOMFIELD COTTAGE GARDENERS’ SOCIETY
All activities for the society are currently suspended
due to the coronavirus outbreak in the UK.
We will be in contact with our members, when activities can restart.
Visit our website: www.broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.co.uk
STAY ALERT, CONTROL THE VIRUS,SAVE LIVES

Dear Friends

Comment

As the rather dreary days of November are upon us, in what has been the most
extraordinary year, I found this reflection on the Lord's Prayer both intriguing
and powerful so I send it on to you from Dunbar with my love and prayers.
Although the gospels were written in Greek, Jesus spoke in Aramaic. For most
people it is natural to pray in our mother tongue. So author Neil Douglas-Klotz
explored what new nuances we might notice in an Aramaic version of the
Lord's Prayer, compared to our English version. We don't know what Aramaic
words Jesus used so this is not an accurate translation of Jesus' own prayer but
a creative reflection on the significance of this prayer whose form is so
familiar.
English version
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth, as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil
for the kingdom the power and the glory are yours now and forever
Amen
Reflection from Aramaic
O Breathing Life
Your name shines everywhere
Release space to plant your presence here.
"I can" now embody your desire in every light and form.
Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom.
Untie the knots of fear and failure binding us,
As we release the strands we hold on each others' faults.
Help us not to forget our Source.
Yet, free us from not being in the present.
From you arises every vision, power and song from gathering to gathering.
In this season of remembrance, with so many and so much to remember, when
we can neither gather nor sing, help us indeed not to forget our Source, whose
name shines everywhere.
Thinking of you all and holding you in prayer,
With love

38

Anne

7

NOTICE TO ALL
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
BOX HOLDERS
Usually at this time of year I would be asking you to bring your box to
church prior to sending your contributions to the Children’s Society.
However, due to continuing Covid 19 restrictions, it has been decided that
they will not be collected at present and I will let you know as soon as
conditions make this possible again.
Thank you for your continued support to the Children’s Society.

Sue Cole

Harvest Festival gifts which have been taken to the Food Bank at
Beaulieu Community Centre.

8
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For further details of events and opportunities at the retreat house
please see their website www.retreathousepleshey.com

Family tree
At a drinks party at a wealthy golf club, the conversation turned to the subject of
ancestry. "Of course, we trace our family back to coming over with William the
Conqueror,” observed one lady with satisfaction. She turned to a second woman,
who was new to the club, and asked, "What about you dear? Can you go back
very far?”
"Not very far,” came the reply. “You see, all the early family records were lost in
the Flood."
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BEING COVID 19 SAFE
We continue to keep the church cleaned regularly and aired in accordance with
Government guidelines. In order to keep within the Covid 19 safety
requirements, only limited numbers of people may be in the building at any one
time. A record of those who attend each time the church is open is required in
case people need to be contacted, if someone who has been in church later shows
symptoms of Covid 19 (new continuous cough, high temperature, loss of taste
and/or smell). Therefore, if you wish to attend church you will need to make an
appointment by calling (text or WhatsApp messages are fine too) the duty phone
07464 321616 or by emailing stmarybroomfield@gmail.com. Whichever way
you contact us, you will receive a response. If you do not hear back, please try
again!

RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You

to take a look at what we have and what we do.
Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme
If interested then contact either.
Ian 01245 349212 Andrea 01245 269836 or John 01245 357177
Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN.

These are the guidelines which we have had to put in place, in order to be
Covid 19 safe:
The maximum number of people allowed in this church at any one time is 29,
which includes the ministers.
We are providing re-usable masks for you to use whilst
you are in the building, there are enough masks for one
each. They are comfortable, breathable cotton, with
three layers, in accordance with the guidelines. There
are also ear-savers available in case you find the elastic
uncomfortable behind your ears. You are asked to take
them home, wash them (removing the filter before you
do) and bring them back with you to use, when you
come along again.
There is yellow tape on the floor to indicate a 2m distance, please use this
wisely.

Some pews are roped off. Please only sit where there is a numbered seat. You
will be told when you contact us which number to look for.
As you enter the building you will need to sanitise your hands with the alcohol
wash that we are providing.
All the pew cushions and kneelers have been removed, for your comfort please
bring a cushion of your own.
You will not be allowed to light candles.

10
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Try our November Sudokus (solutions on page 39)

Although the toilets will be open, we will not be encouraging use of the
facilities!

Easy

Please enter through the main church door and exit through the hall doors (in the
link).
When you leave please do not gather to chat in groups in the grounds or in the
car park. There is to be no shaking of hands, hugging or other physical contact.
PLEASE DO NOT COME INTO THE CHURCH BUILDING IF YOU SHOW
ANY SYMPTOMS OF COVID 19 EVEN IF YOU HAVE BOOKED TO
COME!
(new continuous cough, high temperature, loss of taste and/or smell)
IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS AFTER ATTENDING
THE CHURCH PLEASE LET ONE OF THE MINISTERS KNOW.

Intermediate
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People of the Bible
Hosea, King of Israel – Exodus 4:
Hosea was the 19th and last King of the
ancient kingdom of Israel. He reigned for
nine years in Samaria from 733 BC. He was
finally defeated in battle by King
Shalmaneser of Assyria. King Hosea’s
personal story is rather strange because it begins by telling us that he was
instructed by God to take a sinful woman as his wife plus her children. So he
went out and found himself a very sinful woman indeed who was known to have
had many lovers. Her name was Gomer and Hosea duly made her is wife. They
had three children from the union. However, it is suggested that the children
could have come from Gomer’s various secret lovers…
At some point in the relationship Gomer leaves Hosea for another man and we
can only imagine Hosea’s great pain and anger at this rejection as he had grown
very fond of Gomer and loved her very much. After some time, it appears that
Hosea is instructed again by God to go and buy his unfaithful wife back from her
live-in lover and to re-establish his marital relationship with her. The financial
cost of getting her back was very high, and the fact that the man was willing to
sell her to the highest bidder shows just how shallow their illicit relationship
was. However, once Gomer is taken back into Hosea’s home, he refrains from
having any intimate relations with her until he feels that she has been cleansed
from her sinful ways.
Point: The story of Hosea and his troubled marriage can be likened perhaps to
our own relationship with God, so often we are unfaithful to Him, so many times
we worship other gods like money, power, fame, and self-indulgence to name
but a few.
Opinion: It seems that although very hurt, Hosea loved Gomer so much that he
was willing to pay an extortionate price for her, rather like the price Jesus paid
for us on the cross? What do you think? e: joan@grabawish.com
Bible Study: If you want to know more about bible classes here at St Mary’s
speak to any of the clergy team.

Joan Vine
12

Down

1 Elijah dug one round the altar he built on Mount Carmel and filled it with water (1
Kings 18:32) (6)
2 ‘I am not — of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone
who believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7)
3 Buddhist term relating to belief in reincarnation (5)
5 Damascus disciple who, at God’s command, restored the sight of the blinded Saul of
Tarsus (Acts 9:12) (7)
6 and 16 Horses: their sound (Jeremiah 50:11) (5) and their gait (Joel 2:4) (6)
7 A three (anag.) (6)
9 Athenian council addressed memorably by Paul (Acts 17:22) (9)
13 Abide by (Galatians 3:5) (7)
14 Persian princes (Daniel 3:2) (7)
15 Force (Galatians 6:12) (6)
16 See 6 Down (6)
18 Paste (anag.) (5)
20 How the cedars of Lebanon are described (Isaiah 2:13) (5)

Booking your holiday on the net,
changing your car or house insurance,
or just considering a little retail therapy?
•

If you are then please consider using the easyfundraising route. It is easy,
there’s no cost to yourself and you will give the church’s finances a
significant boost.

•

If you are interested in helping church finances in this way please contact me
and we’ll soon have you up and spending.

•

Congratulations and thank you to the 31 members of the congregation who
have used this method of raising money for the church. Give yourself a pat
on the back. We have now raised nearly £1,345 just by adding a few extra
clicks of the mouse when doing on-line shopping,

Alun Powell

e:joan@grabawish.com
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Crossword (answers on page 39)

2020 Christmas Worship at
Broomfield Parish Church
At the time of going to print we are only able to accommodate a maximum
of 28 people at a time in the church in order to keep us Covid 19 safe.
If you wish to attend a Christmas service you will need to book your place.
Bookings will open on 29th November - to book any of these services please
contact Rev. Carolyn Tibbott on 01245 440318
or email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com
Ladies Group Christmas Service Thursday 10th December 12.45pm in
Church (Bring your own Christmas afternoon tea for after the worship)

Village Christmas Services, “Story, Poetry and Music”

Saturday 19th December 2pm
Sunday 20th December 2pm
(If these services fill up quickly we will open more dates in December)
Christmas Eve: Thursday 24th December
Our Crib services will not be able to take place in church this year. However,
we are planning to offer some way to tell the Christmas story in the Churchyard
during Christmas week! We will put up a Christmas Prayer Tree outside the
church on 29th November. You are invited to write a prayer and tie it to the
tree, which will be lit on Christmas Eve,
Across
1 ‘The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when He had given — , he broke it’ (1 Corinthians
11:24) (6)
4 ‘He has taken me to the banquet hall, and His — over me is love’ (Song of Songs 2:4)
(6)
8 Surrey town that hosts the National Christian Resources Exhibition (5)
9 Also known as Abednego (Daniel 1:7) (7)
10 Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)
11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:3) (5)
12 A part of the temple where the blood of a young bull was to be smeared (Ezekiel
45:19) (9)
17 ‘They make many promises, take false — and make agreements’ (Hosea 10:4) (5)
19 Roman province to which Paul returned after evangelizing it on his first missionary
journey (Acts 16:6) (7)
21 Material used to make baby Moses’ basket (Exodus 2:3) (7)
22 ‘And feeble as — , in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail’ (5)
23 ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep — to his voice’ (John10:3) (6)
24 Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given to Christ on the cross (John 19:29) (6)
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There will also be an opportunity for you to make a donation which will
go to Chess (a charity for the homeless) or a donation of food which we
will pass onto the Foodbank
Please check our website for more details which will be available at the
beginning of December
Christmas Eve: Thursday 24th December
11.30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day: Friday 25th December
9.30am Christmas worship with Eucharist.

Christmas Sunday: 27th December
9.30am Christmas worship with Eucharist
2pm Christmas worship “Story, Poetry and Music”
All of our plans are subject to change as we adhere to the Covid 19 safety
guidance of the Church of England.
To keep up to date to check our website www.stmarybroomfield.org
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Hymn of the month
How Great Thou Art

Being unable, during the past difficult months, to mix and do all the normal
things due to the pandemic, I have walked the many lovely footpaths around
Broomfield. Some I never knew existed! The weather was so good that these
walks occurred most days. As I walked and stopped to look around me I found
myself humming this lovely old hymn over and over again.
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the works thy hand has made.
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art.
Then sings my soul my saviour God to thee,
How great thou art, how great thou art.
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook and feel the gently breeze.

Local Electrician
Broomfield
www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk
Do you find it difficult to get someone to
come and do a small job?
Extra Lights Additional Sockets New Fuse Boards
Rewires New Installations
Landlord and Homebuyer inspections

Fault Finding and Repairs

And when I think that God his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

------------------------------Qualified Electrician Fully Insured
Reliable Service Tidy Work
Free Quote Flexible Hours Reasonably Priced
Satisfaction Guaranteed
-------------------------

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart;
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim my God, how great thou art.

I will assure you of a quick response,
and a reasonably priced service…

(Carl Boberg 1859-1940 translated by Stuart K.Hine 1899-1989.)

Margaret Ginn
© hymns reproduced under copyright license no: 270190
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Call Steve on:
Mobile number 07943889979

Home number 01245-443064
31

St. Mary with St. Leonard’s
The Parish Church of Broomfield
and
Broomfield Royal British Legion
Remembrance Sunday

8th November 10.50 am
Act of Remembrance and laying of wreaths at
the War Graves in the Churchyard

Armistice Day

Operation Christmas Child
during Covid 19
Unfortunately, we will not be able to collect shoeboxes this year at St. Mary’s
Church. However, there is the opportunity to ‘build a shoebox’ online. The web
link you need to visit is: https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
A screen will come up which look like the picture above
Just tap on the menu at the bottom left of the screen and follow the instructions.
Do let me know when you have ordered your shoebox and I will keep a record of
how many shoeboxes we produce from Broomfield Church.

Wednesday 11th November 10.50 am
Act of Remembrance and laying of wreaths at
the War Memorial on Church Green*
Those who wish to lay a wreath at the
Remembrance Window in the Church will be
able to do so after either of the Services.
*Please note that at the time of printing this magazine permission
for the Armistice Day service to be conducted on Church Green
was being sought from the Parish Council. Please check with the
RBL or the Church website to ensure that this service is on.

If you prefer to contact Samaritan’s Purse by telephone, the number is
0208 559 2044. You can just donate and that will go towards cost of despatch
etc. or you can ask for a box to be filled on your behalf and the cost is £ 20.00
per box.
God bless

Carolyn
30
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In Remembrance
Just over a century ago this month, the Great War was coming to an end with the
Armistice starting on 11th November. Around 10 million people had died
because of the assassination of two people in Sarajevo in June 1914 with
another 20 million suffering injury. But the killing did not end there. As empires
broke up and new groupings and countries came into being, millions more died
across central, eastern and south eastern Europe over the next five or so years.
And overlapping the end of the war came the Spanish flu, the greatest killer of
them all; a pandemic which started in early 1918 and continued through until the
spring of 1920. Estimates of the number who died vary enormously but are
typically between 20 and 50 million.
Broomfield was not immune to this shift in the cause of death. Of the names of
the Great War dead which are read out every year, the final four to lose their
lives all died of “natural causes”, three from the flu and one of heart failure.
The first to lose his life, on 20th October 1918,
was Ben Wilson. Ben was born in Great
Baddow, Essex on 20th October 1892 to David
and Myra Sarah Wilson (nee Freshwater) and
baptised on 4th December. David and Myra
both died in 1925 and are buried in
Broomfield churchyard.
By 1911 the family - Ben had six siblings had moved to Gutters Hill, Broomfield buying
5-6 Gutters Cottages with David employed as
a horseman on a farm. In the meantime,
however, Ben had left school, taken up gardening for a time and, then, when he
had turned 17, joined the Royal Navy on 9th November 1909 with the service
number J5998. He started his naval career on HMS Ganges II at Shotley in
Suffolk, was then transferred to HMS Cressy and then a third establishment.
Records suggest that after his 18th birthday he signed on for 12 years but this did
not come to pass, possibly for medical reasons, since in the 1911 census he is
clearly back home in Broomfield and working as a machinist. The naval records
describe him as 5 feet 6 3/8 inches, a 34 ¼ inch chest, brown hair, hazel eyes and
a fair complexion.
Family tradition maintains that Ben at some stage then joined the army and was
posted to India. There is a family photograph which shows him in khaki drill
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Recycled material may be dropped off with Glynis and Brian Worboys (leave by
front door), 5 Butlers Close, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 7BE 01245
440540
Please flatten any packets rather than screw them up, as it would be a great help,
but no need to separate the items.
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which would corroborate this. He then, according to family tradition, bought
himself out on the outbreak of war, travelled back to the UK and re-joined the
army. What is without doubt is that he did enlist on the outbreak of war joining
the 9th Essex with the service number 3/2578. The 9th Essex including Ben was
sent to France on 30th May 1915. The Battalion spent the entire war on the
Western Front with Ben serving at least part of that time with C Company.
Ben Wilson was reported as being wounded several times and Cecil, his brother,
once. In the summer of 1917, Ben was reported missing in action . It turned out
that he had been captured. The action in which his capture took place was
probably an enemy attack on 11th July near Monchy. C and D companies were in
the front line with A company in support and B in reserve. According to the
battalion's war diary “At 4.45 am the enemy opened a heavy trench mortar
bombardment on our front support line and 15 minutes later put down a barrage
of all calibres under cover of which they attacked Long Trench and at the same
time made a demonstration against the northern part of Hook Trench. At the
later part they were speedily driven out and sustained severe casualties but Long
Trench they occupied.” At night the Battalion was relieved by the 5th Battalion
Royal Berkshires.
He died on 20th October 1918 in a prison camp in Germany, three weeks before
the end of the war, ostensibly of Spanish flu but probably accelerated by lack of
food. He was on the Essex Regiment Prisoner of War Fund list and was sent
parcels by the Fund but Germany, by the end of the war, was suffering
enormously because of the British blockade and, with the population at large
starving, it is hard to imagine that the prisoners would have been given a high
priority. He is buried in Cologne Southern Cemetery, grave reference XIV C 22.

K BOND BUILDING DESIGN

Architectural Services for Residential Properties.
Plans designed for Planning permission and Building Regulation
approvals.
Tel: 01245 248395
Mob: 07770 558622
Www.kbondbuildingdesign.co.uk
E-mail: bndkevin@aol.com
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Two days later Ezra Stephen Monk died in Colchester
Military Hospital. He was born on 27th July 1890 in
Broomfield to George and Emily Monk (nee
Passfield) of Church Green, Broomfield. George was
an agricultural labourer. Ezra had two older brothers,
George and Joseph. The latter was also killed during
the Great War.
In 1901 the family, expanded by a further two
children, Arthur and Minnie, were still living in
Church Green. George senior still worked as an
agricultural labourer now joined by Joseph aged
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thirteen while George junior at sixteen was apprenticed to a blacksmith. Ezra
was still a “student” though his education like all the children of his background
was rudimentary and at an early age he would have been out working.

ANGEL TREE PROJECT

Ezra Stephen, it appears, was keen to get away from the rural life. In May 1907
he enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery giving his age as 19 and his occupation as
groom. In fact, he was still a few months short of his 17th birthday! Perhaps the
army discovered his true age or perhaps he was unable to meet army standards
but in August he was discharged. The attestation does give us a little idea of
what he looked like. He was 5 feet 7 inches tall and weighed 122 pounds, had a
fresh complexion, light blue eyes and brown hair. His religion was given as
Church of England.

ST. MARY W. ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH
IS DELIGHTED TO SUPPORT THIS PROJECT
WHICH SEEKS TO PROVIDE PRESENTS FOR
THE CHILDREN OF PRISONERS IN
CHELMSFORD PRISON AT CHRISTMAS TIME

By 1911, Ezra was working as a carman – he drove a horse and cart - in a
pottery . He re-enlisted in February 1915, this time as a driver in the 154th Field
Company of the Royal Engineers. His service seems to have been at home and in
France (he was entitled to the 1914-15 Star which means he was certainly
serving in France in 1915) but was interrupted at times by ill health. In June
1915, for example, he was admitted to hospital with enteritis and in August 1916
with rheumatic fever. He fell ill again on 17 October 1918 on his way home on a
14 day short leave, suffering from influenza and pneumonia and was admitted to
Colchester Military Hospital on 18th October. His condition worsened
considerably. He died on 22nd October and is buried in St Mary’s churchyard.
The following day Bradley Cooper Johns an officer
in an anti-aircraft unit stationed in Broomfield also
died of flu. Reports in the Essex Newsman and
Chelmsford Chronicle note that he died of
pneumonia following influenza after being ill for just
six days. He was buried in the churchyard with full
military honours.
Bradley Cooper Johns was born in Cwmavon,
Wales, on 15th October 1880 to Thomas and Mary
Bradley Johns (nee Cooper). Thomas at that time
was a teacher but later entered the ministry. The
young Bradley Cooper attended Rhiwderin school in
Monmouthshire before boarding at St. John’s
School, Leatherhead and then entering Magdalene
College, Cambridge in 1899. He gained a BA in
1902 and for a time worked in the South African Civil Service before working in
the insurance sector as a valuer. He married Florence Marguerite Woodburn in
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2020 during Covid 19 Pandemic

Due to Covid 19 restrictions only financial gifts are possible
Please post or deliver cheques made payable to
St. Mary, Broomfield PCC – mark the envelope ‘Angel Tree’
To Alun Powell at 14 Butlers Close, Broomfield CM1 7BE
or leave at any service on or before
SUNDAY 22nd NOVEMBER
If you want to see the difference an Angel Tree gift could make to a family watch this
video
Theresa's story - Angel Tree
https://youtu.be/HFcLZcLSVJY
This link is available on our website
If you would like more details of this project, please contact
Carol Knott PCC Secretary

Medical name
The curate told his doctor that he was worried because he just wasn't able to do
all the things around the parish that his vicar expected him to do. When the
examination was complete, he said, "I’m prepared for the worst, doctor. Just tell
me in plain English what is wrong with me."
"Well, in plain English," the doctor replied, "you're just lazy."
"Okay," said the curate. "Now give me the medical term so I can tell my vicar."

Don’t worry
A little boy was told that he should try and be good, and that he could ask God
for help with this. So he prayed: “Lord, please make me good, if you can. But if
you can’t, don't worry about it. I'm having a real good time like I am."
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1906 and had one son, Thomas, born in 1912.

Keep building up your faith
Hebrews 11:6

Arthur Turner was the final Broomfield man to lose his life, dying in hospital in
Troyes, France of heart failure on 21st December 1918 while serving as a
bombardier in the Royal Field Artillery. He was nearly 37.

We usually think of faith in terms of getting answers to our prayers and receiving
from God the things that He alone can provide. And that’s okay. But there is a
more important reason for building up your faith. Faith is about pleasing God.

Arthur Turner was born in January 1882 in Broomfield, Essex, to George and
Emma Turner (nee Franklin) and was baptised in St. Mary’s on 22nd January. He
was the oldest of George and Emma’s four children.

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him”

By the time of the 1901
census he was boarding with a
family named Ford in Grays
Thurrock and working as a
domestic gardener,
subsequently marrying a
daughter of the household in
1902. By the start of the war
he and Annie had three
children and he was working
as a labourer in an oil works.

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him” (Hebrews 11:6). What pleases God? Your faith! What displeases God?
Your lack of faith. In the past, Christians sometimes described praying passionately as “storming the gates of heaven.” It was a sincere sentiment, but it wasn’t
completely accurate. The battle isn’t between you and heaven. You have a
red-carpet welcome to approach God at any time.
“Let us…come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). If there’s a battle, it’s between
you and the forces of hell (see Ephesians 6: 12-18). Why are our prayers
sometimes not effective? The Bible says “The word which they heard did not
profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.” (Hebrews 4:2).
Yes, God is moved by your needs, but He responds to your faith. That is why
nothing is more important than building up your faith. And how do you do that?
“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).
It works like this: Get into God’s Word, get God’s Word into you, pray, and
things will begin to change for the better in your life.

He is buried in Joinville-lePont, Departement du Val-deMarne, Île-de-France, France.

Alun Powell

Source: U.C.B. Word for Today.

Food
People at my workplace have started a funny new tradition where they give
names to the food in the office fridge. Today I ate a sandwich called Mark,
followed by some cake called Rosie.
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A Curate's Egg
Dear Friends,
November has arrived with its dark evenings and a chill in the air. Winter is
round the corner and it’s time to dig out our woolly scarves and gloves from the
bottom of the cupboard. Christmas suddenly seems very close!
In the face of the growing darkness, the Church turns to the Light of Christ and
we celebrate All Saints (Nov 1st) and All Souls (Nov 2nd) with a multitude of lit
candles. Both festivals encourage us to look back and give thanks for the saints
who have gone before us, lights in the world’s darkness. We remember the great
Saints of history and all the little-known saints, as well as our own loved-ones
departed who brought us to faith and taught us through their Christian example.
One of my favourite psalms is Psalm 16 which always come to mind at this time
of year. Verses 5 and 6 express for me something of my sense of thankfulness
when I look back and recognise how God has cared for me and guided me over
the years.
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage. (NRSV)
We have much to be thankful for here at St Mary’s Broomfield. The strong
Christian community that we have today is built upon the foundations of the faith
and service of those who went before us. They are a company of saints, now
unseen, who made our church a house of prayer, loved and supported the
community in Broomfield through good and bad times and maintained the
beauty of our ancient building. We do indeed have a “goodly heritage” here and
it is our responsibility to pass that on intact to the next generation.
We live in difficult times ourselves in the current pandemic, a situation that is
testing our community and our church family. The enforced isolation of many of
our neighbours because of their vulnerability to the virus means that many are
lonely and anxious. We are physically separated from each other and unable to
visit as we used to – unable to support each other as we would like to. It is so
important at the moment therefore to maintain our contact with each other as
much as possible – to pick up the telephone and give someone a call just to let
them know that you are thinking of them. The bonds of community and mutual
care have been so strong in the past and its our job now to sustain them into the
future.
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Keeping our head above water
The Parish’s Finances in 2020
We are all aware of the financial damage the pandemic has done to the economy.
Pretty much every news broadcast has made us aware of the adverse effect on
businesses particularly in the hospitality sector. Charities too have been badly
affected with huge shortfalls on their usual income and therefore on their ability
to carry out their charitable work. Little, it seems to me, has been said about
organised religion but there, too, the enforced closure of churches has meant a
massive drop in giving with many parishes struggling to pay their way including
the ability to meet their parish share payments. And that has raised serious
problems for dioceses. Faced with a huge drop in parish finance, for example,
Chelmsford Diocese announced in the summer that it was bringing forward by
four years major cuts to stipendiary posts, reducing them by 60 by end 2021.
Broomfield has not been immune to the pandemic. Like everywhere else,
donations, money raising events and loose collections have virtually disappeared.
The good news is that planned giving has been a strength. Payments via standing
orders have been especially strong but planned giving through the envelope
scheme has also held up well. Many, many, thanks to all those members of the
congregation who have made the effort to maintain their levels of giving through
the year. Even so, on balance, my estimate is that our income this year will be a
substantial £25,000 lower than in 2019.
Yet bills still have to be paid. How have we managed to square the circle? The
exceptionally good news is that we have been in receipt of a very large bequest.
Some of that was received in 2019 but the bulk was paid this year. Without it our
accounts, at the end of this year, would have been in deficit, by as much as
£30,000. Instead we are looking at a surplus of close to £100,000 even allowing
for the fact that we have voluntarily increased out parish share payment - a very
unusual action in the current climate - to ensure we cover fully our ministry cost.
It is never an ideal choice to use bequests to cover running costs. That is the job
of ordinary income but needs must and most if not all parishes would like to be
in the position that we are in. Let us pray that 2021 will not be a re-run of 2020.
Please note that you can now make donations to St Mary’s via the Parish’s
website. There is a link on the home page. If you can help rebuild some of the
shortfall in this year’s income that would be wonderful. Thank you.

Alun Powell
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All Saints tide reminds us that all the baptised are saints – we are all God’s holy
people called to bless and enlighten the world wherever we are. We live in
difficult times and the future seems uncertain, but our God is faithful, our God is
unchanging, and will not let go of us. Psalm 16 again verse 11:
You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy;
In your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Rev’d. Diana

Visit the C of E online page
There is now a range of digital resources for to you connect with God at this
difficult time. These include:
Time to Pray app (https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray) which
is free and has an accompanying daily audio offering on SoundCloud and
iTunes.
Mental health reflections (https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/
mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health)
Tips to tackle isolation (https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mentalhealth-resources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips)
Finally, there are the Church’s smart speaker apps, which provide a range of
Christian resources. https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smartspeaker-apps In March alone, the number of people using the Alexa app rose
by more than 70 per cent.
More details at: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/churchonline
For those without internet the C of E’s FREE phone number that provides a
24hr service/hymns etc is 0800 8048044 Daily Hope.
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Church Calendar
November 2020

Thursday 19th November

10 am – 12 noon Church open for Private Prayer

The Pattern of worship for November is set out below: For now you will still
need to book in advance. Please contact Lisbeth Hardy on 01245 440443, mobile
07717 061521 or email lisbethhardy@aol.com.

Sunday 22nd November Christ the King
9.30 am Eucharist in Church
12 noon Sunday Special Family Service
5.30 pm Evening Reflections and prayer in Church

We will continue to regularly uploading worship onto our website and our
Facebook page for the foreseeable future. Every Sunday there will be worship
provided through these mediums.

Wednesday 25th November

Please do email a member of the ministry team if you have any pastoral needs, or
if you just fancy a chat. We will continue to serve you in whatever way we can,
whilst ensuring that we follow both Government and Church of England
Guidance.
Sunday 1st November

All Saints’ Day
9.30 am Eucharist in church
3.00 pm Bereavement Service live-streamed via our
Facebook page and website
5.30 pm Evening Prayer online

Wednesday 4th November
10.00 am Eucharist in church
Thursday 5th November
10 am – 12noon Church open for Private Prayer
th

Sunday 8 November

Remembrance
9.30 am Eucharist in church
11.00 am Remembrance Service at the War Grave
(See page 15 for details)
5.30 pm Evening Prayer online

Wednesday 11th November
10.00 am Eucharist in Church
11.00 am Armistice Service at War Memorial
(See page 15 for details)
Sunday 15th November

The Second Sunday before Advent
9.30 am Eucharist in church
12 noon Sunday Special Family Service
5.30 pm Evening Prayer online

Wednesday 18th November

Sunday 29th November

10.00 am Eucharist in Church
Advent Sunday
9.30 am Eucharist in church
12 noon Sunday Special Family Service
5.30 pm Evening Prayer online

for more details visit our website
www.stmarybroomfield.org

Advent
Reflections
2020

Wait in
Wonder

Please join us for a quiet hour of led prayer and reflection, as we prepare
ourselves once again for the coming of the child Christ into the world.
We shall meet via Zoom on Monday evenings at 7pm for about an hour together:

Monday November 30th
Monday December 7th
Monday December 14th
Monday December 21st
This is an opportunity to escape the pre-Christmas chaos: a little oasis of peace at
this busy time!
For the Zoom code please email Rev’d. Carolyn at revcat@outlook.com

10.00 am Eucharist in Church
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