
 

Notes of Meeting for Volunteers 
held on Wednesday 29th June at 2a Hearsall Ave, Broomfield 

 
Present: Trudy Stevens, Ros Mercer, Ian Mercer, Dawn Butcher, Val Pattenden, Karen Paxton, Kathy 
Rouse, Cathy Pearson, Neil Wiffen, Alun Powell, Jill Readings. 

Apologies: Yvonne Heaver, Malcolm Taylor, Jim Tibbott, Rachael Butterworth, Karen Perkis, Sheila 
Hasler, Christine Bailey, Liz Hardy, David Marcus, (Alan Cody, Penny Clements, Naomi Courtney-Luck, 
Amber Mussell).  

General Update: 
 Project Management: The project is now moving on apace.  

Jim Tibbott has joined the management team (instead of Diana Garfield who has retired). He will 
take on particular responsibility for the conservation of the Fresco including climate control of 
the tower environment. He will seek the most cost effective specialist to do the work. 

Village Fair: The Church stall at the Jubilee event on 4th June featuring the project was a real 
success. 14 volunteers helped to man the stall, 124 people were engaged and 32 children 
enjoyed the colouring activities. AM reported reaching 2487 people through various social media 
means. 

Specific Updates: 
 Tower & Spire Works:  

Bakers of Danbury: The start of the project was delayed due to their previous project 
over-run and some workers contracting Covid. DM has been closely liaising with the 
contractors and submitted the attached report in his absence at the meeting. The site 
set-up is now complete and the bells can be rung. AP has sorted insurance for the works 
which puts a few £100s on the church’s premium. When the shingles are removed, they 
will be bundled and available for people to collect and use. The Scouts are interested and 
some will be used for the next Eco Church to make a bug hotel. 

Dendrochronology: Inspection and sampling arranged by NW will take place on Monday 
11th July with access for the dendrochronologist, people from Historic England and 
geologists RM & IM. A report of their results will be provided. A photo record will be kept. 

Bats: Penny Clements and RB have liaised with the Jiggins of the Bat Group to inspect the 
site as soon as the scaffolding is safe to do so. 

Exhibition Area:  
Removal of Pews: TS has received all the necessary approvals to be able to submit the 
Faculty to the DAC on 29th June for the meeting on 12th July. Following searches through 
the church records, information was sent to the Victorian Society by registered post and 
their agreement to the removal of the pews was received shortly afterwards. Historic 
England, when pressed to respond, requested more information and, upon receipt of the 
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same details sent to the Victorian Society, they agreed to the proposal. Appropriate 
insurance documents were received just as the Faculty was submitted. Following the 
meeting of the DAC, it will be sent to the Chancellor and then publicly posted for 28 days. 
Permission should be received before Bakers move off site, reducing costs. 
Three of the four pews will be sold to cover the cost of their removal (£850 + VAT) on the 
basis of buyer collects. This quote also covers repairs to the plasterwork and floor works. 
Offers over £300 will be considered. There is interest from The Compasses at Littley 
Green which is being refurbished, as well as from others. One pew will be retained for use 
in the refurbishment of the tower and other possible uses. 

Exhibition Design: Patrick Readings has met on site and discussed exhibition 
requirements with IM and has supplied plans and elevations that were distributed at the 
meeting and are attached. The units will be free standing and allow wheelchair access 
with a ramp.  

Further aspects of design including typography and lighting will be addressed once the 
layout and content becomes more defined. There will be limited space for exhibits, so 
these will be confined to high impact pieces with a minimum of text. The exhibition is 
seen as levels 1 & 2 for information with the booklet being level 3 and the academic work 
containing the rest of the detail. One case could be of a changing nature, but this would 
depend on ongoing funding. The associated activities could be more easily rotated.  

Information and Materials: 
Research Teams: Museums:  KR has contacted the major museums re the availability of 
material and information. The Imperial War Museum currently has no images available, 
but they have a digital list of materials held. Chelmsford Museum have 2 artworks, but 
the images they hold are poor quality. Colchester Art Society will provide details of the 
owner of the Nehemiah picture for possible use. The Royal Academy sent copies of 
catalogues for the 1937 and 1947 exhibitions in which RR’s work was displayed. The 
National Maritime Museum at Greenwich hold a collection of war art, 17 of which are on 
show. KR has arranged a meeting there on 12th July to discuss collaboration and to meet a 
student who is writing a thesis on RR.  

Stained Glass Windows. RM has the full works catalogue compiled by Anne Haward and 
will put a scanned version on the Google Drive file. SH will be asked what material she 
has. 

Biography: CP has uploaded images and notes on to Google Drive including notes of her 
recorded interview with Molly Hilton whose sister and mother worked for the Rutherford 
household. The boy, Jimmy Cohen, in the ‘Refugee Children” painting lived in Broomfield. 
Part of the sound file could be incorporated into the exhibition and otherwise made 
available. 

IM has received preliminary ideas for the exhibition content from Naomi (attached) and 
has agreed to meet with Naomi, CP and KR to discuss material for the exhibition when 
further exploration of the family archive has been done.  

Broomfield at War: NW has researched information from the ERO and will extract 
material relevant to Broomfield from Andy Begent’s Chelmsford at War book.  

Activities and Trails: Four themes were suggested - Christianity, Heritage, Rosemary 
Rutherford and Broomfield at War. These would fit the school curriculum, but would be 
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for all ages. DB had discussed content and timing with Broomfield Primary School (BPS). 
Different year groups would study different aspects such as stained glass as part of art, or 
Christianity during different terms which would help to spread visits. Various aspects of 
the church itself and the activities could supply the needs of Pupil Premium students, 
such as space away from the school environment. Resource packs would be developed in 
conjunction with the school. 

JR has contacted departments at CVHS to discuss how the project could interact with Art, 
History, Religious Studies and the needs of Pupil Premium students. Workshops, 
presentations and visits could fit curriculum requirements. It was also suggested that 
pupils’ work could be displayed in the church to further engage the community. 

SH is working on a trail for inside the church. RM & IM offered support for outdoor trails 
looking at the church walls and gravestones. 

Activities are aimed to start after Autumn half term when the building works are 
complete. 

Seminars and Publications: CP undertook to write the booklet on Rosemary Rutherford 
to accompany the exhibition. NW would do the design and layout in the People and Stone 
series. CP awaits further discussion with the Rutherford family to progress the larger 
publication. Another booklet on Broomfield in WW2 was suggested. NW is keen to gain 
access to BPS logbooks for the WW2 period. KR would investigate the Broomfield 
Hospital archive as a source of local information. 

The church website needs to be upgraded; once done, the Rutherford information can be 
accommodated under a separate tab. 

A series of People & Stone seminars will be devised for the Autumn and beyond. This will 
include a re-run of the Saxon Burial talk by Ken Crowe as the booklet is now available, 
plus repeats of others in the People & Stone series together with talks on Rosemary 
Rutherford, Broomfield in WW2 and perhaps Church Green Historic Houses. The P&S 
team will meet shortly to discuss dates etc. 

Other Issues: 

Church Opening Rota: Dawn has prepared a rota with church members only. Other 
people who offered will be invited to join the rota once the exhibition is established; 
however, TS will contact and update them shortly. This will initially cover Tuesday & 
Thursday mornings 9.30 – 12.30. A record and information book will be provided. RM will 
design a poster for use on social media and on A-boards outside the Church and on 
Church Green (with permission from the Parish Council) and a poster for the Hospital. 

Blue Plaque: The PCC were keen and, when approached, the archdeacon said that there 
were precedents. NW would contact Chelmsford City Council for further action including 
funding. Summer 2023 for the conclusion of the project was suggested. 

AOB:  NW had done research at Essex Record Office (ERO) and found costings for previous 
renovations – attached for interest. 

NW is due to give a talk to the Round Tower Churches Society study day at Diss on Saturday 22nd 
October. Help is need to sell booklets etc. IM & RM offered. 

Date for next Update meeting to be arranged.   
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Report on Tower & Spire Works from David Marcus 
 
1. Contract start date was Monday 6 June.  
 
2. Bakers have been working to establish the site set-up and this is essentially complete. Power and 
water supplies have been established. Various materials have been delivered. 
 
3. There is still work to be carried out on the scaffolding before it is finally signed off. Fire extinguishers 
and safety notices everywhere. 
 
4. The platform above the bells is complete and they are now weather protected. Adjustments had to be 
made to the scaffolding for this platform in order to clear the bells. 
 
5. Access to this platform is from the scaffolding through an opening in the side of the spire. No further 
openings will be made until the roofers are on site to replace the shingles. 
 
6. Mortar samples have been prepared and these have been placed on the tower wall for approval in 
due course. The next stage there is the removal of the existing mortar from the tower. 
 
7. The weather-vane and finial are now off-site and with the Blacksmith for refurbishment and the 
manufacture of additional pieces. 
 
8. I have made arrangements for the Dendrochronologist and Historic buildings people to visit the site 
on Monday 11 July along with Geologists. 
 

29th June 2022 
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Exhibition design ideas from Patrick Readings 
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Rosemary Rutherford Exhibition Contents - Initial ideas. IM 
 
Life and family 
Feature-photo of RR. 
Photo story; dates, father - vicar of Broomfield, life in village. 
 
 
 
War work 
Short intro of involvement; nursing.  
Photos. 
Large feature picture of refugees. 
 
 
 
The story of the fresco 
Fresco explanation, reason, tower wall section, RR’s sketches, fresco detail. 
Sketch for youngsters’ experimental fresco. 
 
 
 
Stained-glass windows 
Why RR made windows 
Painting of war damage on church. 
Two methods of making: pics of detail. 
Construction method; sketches; side-by-side detail sketch/window. 
Lead came and glass samples. 
Key to which are the RR windows in this church. 
Montage of windows elsewhere. 
Childrens’ activities - DIY ‘jigsaw’; spot-this-glass hunt. 

 
Paintings 
Paintings/photos of paintings. 
Time-line and progress. 
East Anglian painters group with Cedric Morris etc. 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements, logos 
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Costs of a previous refurbishment from Neil Wiffen’s research at the ERO 
 
Here are my brief notes from documents relating to the 1928 repairs to the spire. Will probably be 
worth re-visiting this collection at some point. I also have material from 1911 when the bell frame was 
added, along with repairs to cracks in the tower. Plenty of new stuff for a revised history in due course. 
 

ERO, A3970 , Box 53, W184 church tower 1928  
Invoice (August 1928) from Bakers:  
‘To supply, dipping in creosote & delivering to Broomfield church 400 shingles - £4  
Sheet lead supplied to plumber for small dormers [with dimensions] - £2.10s  
Plumber [various tasks listed] - £2.9s.6d.  
To supply the following dry oak to detail [with dimensions] - £1  
Total £9.19s.6d.’  
   
16/08/1928. J.W. Gray & Son, 91 Leadenhall Street, London.  
‘Enclosed we have pleasure in handing you invoice for work recently carried out …  
[Attached invoice – J.W. Gray & Son … contractors for repairs to lofty structures’!]  
To providing and erecting ladder, tackle &c., thoroughly examining the whole of the shingles on 
all sides of the spire, including four dormers, refixing loose one and renewing any defective or 
missing one, nails supplied by us, new shingles supplied for us, as per our estimate of 13/2/28 -
 £42.  
To men’s time &c., fitting together new lead covered oak rolls and wings, ready for Plumber, 
removing shingles out of the way, and fixing rolls and wings to four of the windows on spire, 
replacing shingles to each window. Disconnecting lightening conductor from finial, fitting new 
12” lead cap for making top of spire weatherproof, reconnecting lightening conductor with new 
cast joint, and refixing where loose, lead supplied for us. Men’s time and lodgings - £10.7s.6d. 
Brass screws &c. – 5s.5d.’  

 
 


