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Readings for April 
 

These are the lectionary readings that we will use during April. If  you cannot get 

along to church, do try to read them and reflect on them on the days set. 
     

 

Sunday 3rd April 

9.30 am        Eucharist     

         Isaiah 43: 16 - 21 

         Philippians 3: 4b - 14 

         John 12: 1 - 8      

5.30 pm        Evening Prayer   

         Psalm 111 
 

Sunday 10th April    Palm Sunday     

         Liturgy of the Palms:  Luke 19: 28 - 40  

         Liturgy of the Passion:  Philippians 2: 5 - 11 

       Luke 19: 28 - 40    

  
 

Wednesday 13th April   Mid-Week Eucharist 

10.30 am       Isaiah 50: 4 - 9 

         John 13: 21 - 32 
 

Thursday 14th April   Maundy Thursday 

7.00 pm        Eucharist with washing of feet 

         1 Corinthians 11: 23 - 26 

         John 13; 1 - 17, 31b - 35 
 

Sunday 17th April    Easter Sunday 

         Isaiah 65: 17 - end 

         Acts 10: 34 - 43 

         Luke 24: 1 - 12 
 

Sunday 24th April    Eco Church Family Service 

         Acts 5: 27 - 32 

From the Register of Services 
March 2022 

 

Burial Register 
13th March       Paul Allen          (aged 57) 
15th March       Christine Harbord       (aged 68) 
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Greetings from the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends, 
 

This morning, after our usual Eucharist service, we gathered for the Vestry 

Meeting and APCM. I hope that you have all had a chance to read through the 

Annual Review. I believe there are still some printed copies available in church. 

However, it is probably easier to read them on our website:  

stmarybroomfield.org, click on magazines and reports and you will find it there. 
 

When you read the report, do ponder on the ‘Review of the Year’, which was so 

carefully put together by our Secretary Carol Knott. Copies of these reports  

remain in the church and are also lodged with the Diocese. It is good to know 

that in the future when people are researching the ways in which people  

responded to the Covid 19 pandemic, they will find such a careful record of the 

way in which the church in Broomfield maintained its integrity in worship,  

mission and ministry. I couldn’t help but respond with thanks to all those who 

had put themselves out to show the love and compassion of Christ to others who 

found 2021 so difficult. All the times in lockdown causing issues of isolation and 

loneliness. The children having their education disrupted. All those who find it 

difficult to communicate using today’s technology grasping the nettle and having 

a go. I am always moved by the sheer amount of work that is undertaken by the 

members of this church and the community. We only need to look through this 

magazine and the Broomfield Times to see what a wonderfully supportive area 

we live in.  
 

By the end of March we will be able to use our Church Organ again for worship. 

My thanks go to Andrew Stevens and his team for the careful way they have 

worked on this beautiful instrument and the sensitive way they have managed the 

dismantling and repair within the church building. I must also thank those who 

donated towards this work and the organisations which have made grants to  

enable this restoration to go ahead. I am sure that as we move into the summer 

months we will be able to provide some Organ Recitals in order that you can 

enjoy the revitalised organ. 
 

As you will see, later in the magazine, we do have a launch date for The  

Rutherford Project. Do put the date of the 30th of April in your diary, and come 

along to hear all about the plans for the project which will take place over the 

summer. This is a real opportunity for us to open our church more and welcome 

our community in. 
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So, we find ourselves nearly at the end of Lent, the end of a season of fasting and 

prayer. The world of creation is wakening before our eyes, the daffodils bright 

and breezy, the blossom on the trees, warm and heavy, the activity of the birds 

flying around us, the sun shining in bright blue skies. We are reminded of the 

glory of creation as we head towards Easter when we will recall again that the 

Lord of all Creation died and rose for us. This year, once again, we will be  

celebrating a sunrise service at 6.30am on Easter morning in the churchyard, 

with the signs of life all around us. There were some positive and creative things 

that came out of the necessities of the lockdowns, this is just one of them. Do 

join us, as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, in harmony with nature. 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon 
 

Wishing you every blessing  

 

Carolyn 

CHILDREN’S  
SOCIETY  
BOXES 
 
The recent collection from St. Mary’s Church 
Children’s Society box holders totalled 
£699.83, with potentially another £101.95 in 
Gift Aid. 

 

Very many thanks to everyone for your generosity to such a worthy cause. 
The Children’s Society runs local services that help the thousands of young  
people who desperately need our support. They also campaign to get laws and 
policies changed to make children’s lives happier and safer. 
 

If you would like to become a box holder please contact me. 
 

Sue Cole  
(441157) 
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Easter Saturday in Memoria 
a time for reflection and thanksgiving 

for all that has been lost 
 

The last two years has affected us all in different ways but the changes and loss 
which many have endured have, of necessity, been privately borne. In recognition 
of this, on Easter Saturday, April 16th,  our Church will be open from 2pm to 4pm 

 

In the peace and beauty of our ancient building, glorified by the Easter 
flowers, you are invited to come and reflect on all that has been lost:  

loved ones, animal companions, work, security; to remember and give 
thanks, pray for them and perhaps light a candle.   

 

Members of the Bereavement Team will be on hand to give pastoral  
support if needed. 

 

If you would like to leave flowers in memory or contribute towards our  
Easter arrangements, please liaise with Margaret Pinkerton (01245 440226) 

 

QUARTER PEAL OF THE BELLS IN 
MEMORY OF LOST LOVED ONES 

 

In memory of those we have lost the bells will be rung at 2 pm.  A 
quarter peal will be rung which lasts for approximately 45 mins 
and consists of 1260 changes, a change being the movement of 

one bell relative to another.  A full peal lasts about 3 hours and comprises at least 
5040 changes.  In a peal or quarter peal the bells are rung in a series of sequences  
including each possible permutation of the set of bells exactly once.  A set pattern 
or method is used and in this case the method adopted will be Bob Doubles. 
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Support for the people of 
Ukraine 
'We can make a difference' - Bishop Guli 
 

In a recent edition of the Essex Chronicle, Bishop Guli set out ways that people 
can make a difference and support the people of Ukraine . In the article, Bishop 
Guli says: 
 

"We have all been deeply disturbed by the great act of evil we’re witnessing  
daily on our television screens and on social media in Ukraine. We’re seeing 
heart breaking stories that remind us of the destructive nature of war: on  
communities, families, and nations. 
 

In Russia we’re seeing ordinary citizens take a stand despite the threat of  
retribution and punishment; from the small group of primary school children 
who were arrested for laying flowers outside the Ukrainian Embassy in Moscow 
to the thousands now protesting in major Russian cities. These acts show that 
this war is not being waged by the Russian people but the Russian state. 
 

It’s easy to feel helpless when we are so far away, but we can make a difference. 
In the United Kingdom we often take our freedom to speak out for granted, but 
we can make the most of that freedom now by keeping pressure on our  
Government to help Ukrainian refugees; by writing to our Members of  
Parliament, local newspapers and using our voices on social media. 
  
We can donate to the many organisations supporting Ukrainians. In Chelmsford 
Diocese we are supporting an appeal led by the Church of England Diocese in 
Europe to provide humanitarian support to those in Ukraine and those fleeing to 
neighbouring countries. 
 

As Christians we also turn to prayer. Below is an adapted version of a prayer 
written by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York which can be used by  
anyone to pray for the people of Ukraine and Russia at any time: 
  

God of peace and justice,  
we pray for the people of Ukraine and Russia today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.  
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would 
draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and 
compassion to guide their decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, 
that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen 
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 Supporting people arriving from Ukraine 
 

The UK Government has announced it is developing a new humanitarian  
sponsorship programme that will allow an unlimited number of Ukrainian  
families to come to the UK. It will assist and accelerate the Government re-
sponse if potential sponsors express interest as soon as possible, 
  

Individuals, community groups, churches and schools can express their interest 
through the Global Sanctuary Foundation.  
  

Potential ways to support include: 

• Welcoming a Ukrainian family to live in your community 

• Finding and possibly furnishing suitable accommodation 

• Raising of support funds (in previous sponsorships this has been £1-9k per  
  family) 

• Befriending and integration support through volunteering time 
 

Bishop Guli is encouraging churches who are looking for ways to help, to do so 
through the Global Sanctuary Programme: 
  

“Many churches are looking for ways to help people from Ukraine including 
those arriving in the UK in the months ahead. If you are interested in welcoming 
and supporting new arrivals from Ukraine in your own community, I encourage 
you to express that interest via the Sanctuary Programme. It is important that 
Sanctuary receive expressions of interest as soon as possible so that they know 
how many Ukrainian families they are likely to be able to help.” 
 

"As is the case with our refugee ministry in Chelmsford Diocese, The Global 
Sanctuary Foundation has a track record of supporting refugees from across the 
world including Syria and Afghanistan. As we seek to offer help to people from 
Ukraine, it is vital the work goes on to support all those across the world who 
flee from conflict and disaster." 
 

Donate by Card Reader  
 

In Church and wanting to give St. Mary’s a donation but forgotten your cash? 

No worries! We now have a Card Reader in place. Easy to use - just type in the 

amount you wish to donate and tap your card. It’s as simple as that. If in doubt 

ask the Treasurer or a Church Warden and they will guide you through the  

process. 
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Rev’d. Diana writes 
The American magazine Newsweek reported on the 7th of March that a Russian 

priest had been arrested after delivering an anti-war sermon over President  

Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. Father Ioann Burdin of the Resurrection 

Church in Russia’s Western Kostroma region will be tried for making anti-war 

statements in his sermon. His parish released a statement saying “We, Christians, 

cannot stand idly by when a brother kills a brother, a Christian kills a Christian”. 
 

Part of the tragedy of the war in Ukraine is the fact that Russia and Ukraine are 

indeed brother nations and share a long history. Many people in Ukraine have 

relatives and connections in Russia and many Russians live and work in Ukraine. 

The Orthodox church in Ukraine, although sadly divided over its governance, 

has deep connections with the Russian Orthodox Church. Christian is set against 

Christian in this brutal conflict. 
 

We pray for Father Ioann and the many like him who are suffering imprisonment 

and violence because they choose to stand up for what is right and good. The 

fight against evil and oppression is always costly and as we come to Holy Week 

and Good Friday this month, that reality is impressed on us once again. Jesus 

represents all that is true and good – he faces evil and lies as they seek to crush 

him – but with courage and dignity he bears the pain and suffering in faith and 

hope that his Father in heaven can bring new life and goodness out of it. Faith 

and hope that resurrection is possible. 
 

So often we see great acts of courage, heroism and self-sacrifice happening in 

the darkest and most brutal of situations. We have seen this in Ukraine and we 

see it wherever people are prepared to stand up to tyranny and oppression. It is as 

if the light of Christ is shining in the darkest places. As we follow Jesus through 

Holy Week to his death on the cross and his borrowed grave, we pray for all who 

suffer injustice, that they may have the strength to resist evil and know the hope 

of the resurrection. 
 

Easter Day brings us the promise of a world set free from division and war – a 

world where every child of God is valued and loved. Let us pray and work for 

that world as we celebrate our Day of Resurrection. 

 
 

Rev’d. Diana 
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 St Mary’s Ladies Group 
 
 

At our February meeting we welcomed Claire and Ian 

from Re-Cycle, a small Essex-based charity which  

provides unwanted bikes to children and adults in Africa. 
 

Claire began her presentation by explaining that across the 

UK thousands of bikes are thrown away or lie unused in sheds while many  

people in Africa are forced to walk for hours carrying heavy loads to get to  

market, school, work or to fetch water and crops. Enriching the lives of those 

less fortunate by giving them the independence of a bike really does change 

their life. 
 

Re-Cycle has a warehouse in Colchester where donated bikes are inspected, 

stripped down, repaired and loaded into containers to be sent to one of its trusted 

partners in Africa. Bikes which are not suitable are repaired and sold to the local 

community here in the UK. They also have a partnership arrangement with  

Essex University repairing students’ bikes for a nominal donation. 
 

Ian, a volunteer, then explained his role was to strip-down and repair the bikes 

and he also gave a moving account about his visit to the Gambia to see  

Re-Cycle’s work at first hand. His visit coincided with a Re-Cycle container 

arriving, and he was able to get involved with distributing the bikes to the end 

users and training local people to assemble and repair them when needed. 
 

Since 1997 the charity has sent over 120,000 bikes to Africa and touched the 

lives of many thousands of people.  
 

Claire and Ian’s presentation made us realise what a difference we could make 

by donating an unwanted bike. Ladies Group were pleased to donate 5 bikes that 

afternoon. If you would like to donate one, the nearest drop-off point is 

Halfords, Chelmer Village or contact www.re-cycle.org who may be able to  

arrange a home pick-up. 

 

Sue Cole 
Our next meeting is on 28th April at 2 pm – a talk by Julie Ellingford entitled 

”The 3 B’s”.                  

http://www.re-cycle.org


10 

 

  

    

  
  

Project Rutherford – April news 
 

We are ready to go! April 30th 2pm sees the Launch of Project Rutherford and I 

hope you have all got the date firmly in your diaries. It will be an opportunity to 

hear all about our planned activities and we look forward to seeing as many of 

you there as possible. The Project Management Team of Alun, Trudy, Malcolm 

and Diana will be there to answer your questions. 
 

During April some preparatory work for the project will begin. The PCC are 

looking at installing a phone line to the church so that we can have a stable  

internet connection. This will greatly increase our ability to live stream activities 

and add to the potential of the church as a venue for lectures and meetings.  
 

Alongside this we are working on plans to remove four pews from the rear of the 

North aisle to make a permanent display space in church. We have felt the need 

for such a space for a long time and it will be a welcome addition to our  

facilities. At first this space will be used to mount our project exhibition on 

Rosemary Rutherford and her life and work. The Rutherford Team will be  

working on this. 
 

The Rutherford Team is beginning to take shape, including many people from 

our community who have kindly volunteered to bring their expertise to the  

project. As well as working on the exhibition, members of the team will work on 

producing a booklet about Rosemary Rutherford, content for workshops and  

lectures, and a Rutherford trail for children which will include the fresco, stained

-glass windows and Rutherford graves. There is much to do, so if you feel you 

can contribute in some way, please do speak to a member of the Project  

Management Team and get involved. The key aim of this project is to draw in 

many more people from our community to enjoy the church’s rich heritage. 
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The Resurrection calls for a Decision 
 

 

 

“He was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said.”                                
1 Corinthians 15:4  (NLT) 

 

 

 

 Paul wrote “Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried 
and was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. He 
was seen by Peter and then by the twelve. After that, he was seen by more than 
500 of His followers at one time….then He was seen by James and later by all 
the apostles. Last of all … I also saw Him.”  (See 1 Corinthians 15: 3-8 )  
                                                                                                                       

Some of history’s greatest intellectuals started as atheist and ended up putting 
their trust in Christ. Why? They examined the evidence!  If Jesus was who He 
claimed to be, God incarnate, taking upon Himself human form, dying for our 
sins, and rising again, then they knew they had a life-changing decision to 
make: either accept Him or reject Him. And you must make that same  
decision. Peter told his listeners on the Day of Pentecost: “You nailed Him to 
a cross….but God….raised Him back to life.” (Acts 2:23-24) They said, 
‘What should we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and 
turn to God.’ (Acts 2:37-38)    That day three thousand souls were won to 
Christ and the church was launched. Bottom line Jesus died for your sins and 
rose again to represent you as an advocate before the throne of God. If you are 
wise, you will accept Him as your Lord and Saviour knowing that He will give 
you an abundant life now, and eternal life in Heaven. 
 

 

Source U.C.B. Word for Today 

SIDESPERSONS’ ROTA FOR 9.30 SERVICE IN APRIL 

 

April 3rd   Doris Baker    Alun Powell 
 

April 10th  Rosalie Ritson   Charlotte Tew 
 

April 17th  Brian Whymark  Jennifer Whymark 
 

April 24th  David Ellingford  Sandra Ellingford 
 

May 1st   Sylvia Edey    Yvonne Heaver 



12 

St. Mary with St. Leonard 
 

 
PLANT A TREE  

FOR THE QUEEN’S 
JUBILEE 

 

 
 

Join us on Saturday 2nd April in the new part of the churchyard.  
 

Bring a spade and help us plant more trees  
(saplings provided) along the fence-line. 

 

Choose between two planting sessions - either 
10.30 am to 11.30 am  OR  2.30pm to 3.30pm. 

 

The drums of Borneo 
 

A missionary went to Borneo and settled in a remote clearing in the forest of 

Sumatra, where he could build a church. But at dusk on the very first day, the 

missionary was startled by the sound of tribal drums in the distance. As the 

minutes passed, the drums got louder. His guide looked uneasy. "I don't like 

the sound of those drums,” he said.  
 

Soon dusk turned to evening, and the drums got even louder, and much closer. 

The guide kept glancing around him. He said again to the missionary, "I don't 

like the sound of those drums."    
 

Evening turned to night. The two men sat close to their fire, listening to the 

approaching drums. Soon it was obvious that the drummers must be almost 

upon them. The guide said again, "I really don't like the sound of those 

drums."  
 

With that, the drums abruptly stopped. There was a brief silence. Then an  

aggrieved voice came out of the darkness: "Hey man, he's not our regular  

drummer!"  
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The Film Club 
 

In March we watched ‘Local Hero’, a film by Bill Forsyth, starring Burt  

Lancaster, Peter Riegart, Dennis Lawson and Fulton Mackay. 
 

Knox Oil and Gas of Houston is interested in oil production from the North Sea 

which involves the purchase of a sleepy Scottish seaside village and replacing it 

with a refinery. Knox Oil sends their ace dealmaker Mac Macintyre to negotiate. 
 

The story revolved around the village of Furness in the Scottish Highlands, with 

a sandy beach granted to a local elderly fellow who lives in a driftwood shack on 

the beach. It is soon clear to Mac that it is certainly going to be difficult  

persuading the villagers to sell up and move elsewhere. Mac marvels at the clear 

starlit nights and the northern lights. In a telephone call to Felix Happer, the oil 

tycoon in Houston, he mentions the starlit nights and the northern lights. His 

boss flies over to see for himself. The local marine researcher, Marina, played by 

Jenny Seagrove, has webbed toes and spends a lot of her time swimming.  
 

It is soon clear to Felix Happer that purchase of the area is not feasible and the 

plan as it stands cannot go ahead. The plans are changed to building a refinery 

off shore elsewhere. The village scenes were filmed at Pennan on the  

Aberdeenshire coast whilst the beach scenes were filmed at Morar and Arissaig 

on the west coast. 
 

The April film is ’What We Did On Our Holiday’ 

and stars Rosamund Pike, David Tennant and Billy 

Connolly. It is described as ‘Hilarious… British 

Comedy at its Best’. 
 

Look forward to seeing you on Monday 11th April 

for 12.30 start.        

 

Peter Baker  
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A Curate's Egg 

 

We are drawing close to the end of the season of Lent, and I wonder what 

these weeks have brought for you.  Bishop Guli called for us all to take a Holy 

Sabbatical, to limit our business where possible and to pause.  A time to  

intentionally seek rest in God and to look forward to the future, leaning into 

what God is calling us to.  We are invited to pray deeply, listen carefully, and 

stay longer in God’s presence as we release ourselves from some activity.  If 

you haven’t yet taken this ‘time out with God’, maybe take this next week as 

Lent finishes to do so. 
 

We have also been advised to intentionally think about our well-being.  Clergy 

and lay leaders across the diocese were invited to hear a presentation from a 

charity called Kintsugi Hope.  The three headlines were an encouragement to: 
 

Go gently (with yourself and others) 
 

Be kind (to yourself and others) 
 

Stay connected (to God and to others) 
 

It’s worth taking a little time to think about how you are doing against these 

headlines.  We have all been bashed and bruised in the last two years and  

perhaps we all need a reminder from time to time to be aware of our spiritual 

and mental well-being.  Kintsugi Hope’s message is to not be ashamed of our 

wounds and scars – the practice of this Japanese art is to celebrate the  

brokenness with gold powder mixed with the glue as an object is rebuilt – 

these wounds and scars, as much as our victories and celebrations, make us 

who we are.  God loves us, broken parts included. 
 

We are drawing close to our journey through Holy Week – the celebration of 

Palm Sunday, the humility of Maundy Thursday, the pain of Good Friday, the 

silence of Holy Saturday.  We must journey through Holy Week - as much as 

we would like to rush to Easter Sunday, we must not.  We cannot know the joy 

of the empty tomb without first the sorrow of the cross.        
 

And as we begin to reflect on our own wounds and scars, what is time to let go 

of and what is needed for us to heal, perhaps we will look with new eyes this 

Good Friday on the wounds Jesus bore for us on the cross.  What does it mean 

for us to know that by his wounds we are healed (Isaiah 53:5)? 
 

This Easter time let’s pause a while longer at the foot of the cross.  We  



15 

proclaim Christ crucified; the man upon the cross in all his outward brokenness 

is where we find life in all its fullness.  Wholeness from brokenness -  

brokenness not ignored but restored by God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
  

Rev’d. Dawn 

Directions 
 

The Revd Billy Graham told of an encounter early in his ministry, when he had 

arrived for a preaching mission in a small town. Wanting to post a letter, he 

asked a young boy in the street where the post office was. After the boy told 

him, Billy Graham thanked him, and added: “Son, if you come along to the 

Baptist church this evening, you can hear me telling everyone how to get to 

heaven.”   
 

The boy looked doubtful. “The way to Heaven? But you can’t even find the 

post office.” 
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Hymn of the month 
 

The Old Rugged Cross 
 

“The Old Rugged Cross,” was composed in 1912/13 by the Rev’d. George 

Bennard (1873–1958), the son of an Ohio coal miner. After his conversion at 

a Salvation Army meeting, he and his wife became brigade leaders before  

leaving the organization for the Methodist Church.  As a Methodist evangelist, 

Bennard wrote the first verse of "The Old Rugged Cross" in the fall of 1912 as 

a response to ridicule that he had received at a revival meeting. However, it’s 

completion took some time as Bennard wrestled with a deeper meaning of the 

Cross and its significance for Christianity. Published in 1915, the song was 

popularized during various evangelistic campaigns and became a country  

gospel favourite, being performed by some of the twentieth century's most  

important recording artists. 
 

I remember this hymn often being sung by my mother. As a child, I would then 

picture Jesus on the Cross, and it reminded me of what he gave up for us, and 

that he was always there looking down on us, protecting us wherever we 

roamed. 

.           
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,  

the emblem of suff’ring and shame;                 

and I love that old cross where the dearest and best  

for a world of lost sinners was slain. 
 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,  

‘till my trophies at last I lay down;                                                 

I will cling to the old rugged cross  

and exchange it some day for a crown. 
 

O, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,  

has a wonderous attraction for me:  

for the dear Lamb of God left His glory above  

to bear it to dark Calvary. 
 

In the old rugged cross,  

stained with blood so divine, a wondrous beauty I see.                      

For ‘twas on that old cross  

Jesus suffered and died to pardon and sanctify me. 
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Have you been wondering what happened to our old 

hymn books?   
 

Well, we were able to donate 212 of them to the charity Books2Africa.  This 

charity has a mission to promote a culture of recycling and to improve the quality 

of education in Africa, through the collection, processing, shipping and  

distribution of quality books, computers and educational materials. These enable 

individuals, institutions and communities to acquire knowledge and achieve their 

full potential. 

 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true,  

it’s shame and reproach gladly bear.                       

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away,  

where His glory for ever I’ll share. 

 

Cynthia Amos                    
hymns reproduced  under copyright license no: 270190 

The Italian pasta diet that really works 
  

You walka pasta da bakery 

You walka pasta da sweet shop 

You walka pasta da ice cream shop 

You walka pasta da table and fridge 

You gonna lose da weight! 
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People of the Bible 
Herod Agrippa 1st    Matthew 14: – Acts 12:   

There are several Herods written about in the bible 

and it is Herod Agrippa1st, who wish us to look at. 

Herod Agrippa was the king of Judea and it was he 

who took John the Baptist, bound and threw him into 

prison. Herod would have had John put to death but he 

feared the wrath of the Jewish people because they 

considered John to be a prophet so, instead, the king left John to rot in prison. 

However, John was a very outspoken man and had offended Herod greatly by 

saying that his liaison with his brother’s wife was unlawful. Everyone in the 

court of the king must have been shocked and aghast at such a candid statement, 

and Philip’s wife Herodias must have been left feeling acutely embarrassed at 

John’s words. On the evening of Herod Agrippa’s birthday, a lavish banquet was 

held during which the daughter of Herodias danced for the king. The king was so 

enamoured by her movements that as a reward he offered, on oath, to give her 

whatever she wanted. Prompted by her mother the girl asked for John the  

Baptist’s head on a platter and, to save face, Herod did as he was bid.  The  

regretted act must have become so set in the mind of Herod that when he heard 

of Jesus and his ministry, the confused Herod thought that it had to be John the 

Baptist who had risen from the dead. It was in Caesarea that Herod Agrippa1st 

met his doom. There had been much unrest in the surrounding area but after  

approaching a personal servant of the king the rulers got together for an audience 

with Herod. Agrippa, majestically welcomed peace all around, and was held in 

such high esteem that those around him said that he had spoken with the voice of 

god not man. Unfortunately, Herod didn’t give praise to the One God and an  

angel of the Lord struck him down immediately and he was swallowed up by 

worms! 
 

Point: John was a very outspoken man and had offended Herod Agrippa1st  

greatly by saying that his liaison with his brother Philip’s wife Herodias was  

unlawful. 
 

Opinion:  My goodness! Can you just imagine the embarrassment caused by 

John’s outspoken words? Can you not hear the backchat, the gossip, the scorn? 

But it seems that because of his foolishness, Agrippa eventually gets to suffer the 

lowest form of demise. What do you think?  e:  joan@grabawish.com 
  

Bible Study: If you want to know more about bible classes here at St Mary’s 

speak to Rev’d. Carolyn, or Rev’d. Diana. 

mailto:joan@grabawish.com
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Church Calendar April 2022 
 
 

 

Friday 1st    4.30 pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Saturday 2nd   11.00 am  Renewal of Wedding Vows in Church 
 

Sunday 3rd        Lent 5  

      9.30 am   Eucharist in church 

      5.30 pm  BCP Evening Prayer in Church 
 

Tuesday 5th        9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      2.00 pm  Church Open for Lent Prayers 

      7.00 pm  Lent Course Session on Zoom 
           

Wednesday 6th   1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Friday 8th      12.30 pm Wedding of Ella Ward and Samuel Brazier 

      1.30 pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 10
th

        Palm Sunday 

      9.30 am   Palm Procession starts in the Hall  

          & Eucharist in Church 

      5.30 pm  BCP Evening Prayer online 
 

Monday 11th   12.30 pm Film & Lunch Club 
 

Tuesday 12th  9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      2.00 pm  Church open for Lent Prayers 

      7.00 pm Lent Course on Zoom  
 

Wednesday 13th   10.30 am  Mid-week Eucharist 

      11.30 am  Parish Coffee Morning 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 14th       Maundy Thursday 

      2.30 pm  Friends of Broomfield Hospital  

          in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      6.15 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Eucharist with washing of feet 
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Friday 15th        Good Friday 

      2.00 pm  Reflections at the foot of the cross 

      4.30  pm Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
  

Saturday 16th  2 – 4 pm  In Memoria in Church ~ See page 5 for details  
      

Sunday 17th       Easter Sunday 

      6.30 am  Sunrise Service in the churchyard 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist in Church      

      5.30 pm   Easter Evening Family Service with  

          Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Tuesday 19th      9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      7.00 pm  Lent Course on Zoom   
     

Wednesday 20th     1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall     

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 21st     9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel 

      10.00 am  Standing Committee in North Aisle 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      2.00 pm  Beetle Drive in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.30 pm  Soroptimists in St. Leonard’s Hall   
 

Saturday 23rd   10 – 3pm  Wedding Preparation Day 
 

Sunday 24th       The Second Sunday of Easter 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist with Eco Church Theme  

          and visiting Preacher 

      12.30 pm Baptism  
     

Tuesday 26th      9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  
           

Wednesday 27th    1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 28th    9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the Church 

      9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      2.00 pm  Ladies Group Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall 
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Saturday 30th  2.00 pm  Rutherford Project Launch Event 
 

May 2022 
 

Sunday 1st May      The Third Sunday of Easter 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist with Baptism 

      5.30 pm   Evening Prayer in Church 
    

Tuesday 3rd   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 
          9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  
            

Wednesday 4th   1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 5th      9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 
      

Friday 6th     4.30 pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 

 
 

for more details, visit our website: www.stmarybroomfield.org 
or email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com for Zoom links 

 

*Bellringers 
please call Bell Tower Captain Chris before Practice sessions to check that 

they are going ahead      07730 796422 

Jesus’ grannie 
 

The little boy came home from his first day at Sunday School and casually told 

his mother that the Sunday School teacher was Jesus' grannie. Astonished, his 

mother asked: “Whatever makes you think that?” 
 

"Well, it’s pretty obvious,” said her son. “She never stopped talking about Him 

all morning.  She told us Jesus is smarter and stronger and better-behaved than 

anyone else she knows.  She even showed us a picture of Him. Who but a 

grannie would do that?” 
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AN UNFORGETABLE CHARACTER 
 

As Secretary of a local Regimental Association, I am regaled from time to time 

with various requests. Attending a funeral, sending a bouquet to a former  

Member’s widow or asking to just visit an elderly lonely widower. 
 

It was this latter request and the subsequent visits that had a profound impression 

on me. Regimental Headquarters had received a call from an elderly ex-WW2 

Airborne soldier who lived alone asking if they could arrange a visit from  

someone from the Association. It was me that drove to a village in North Essex 

to see Bill. Finding his bungalow was not difficult: a regimental insignia  

ornamented his house name. 
 

I was welcomed by a very ‘with it’ ninety-year-old who sat me down and 

thanked me for the visit. Once ensconced in his lounge I ventured “come on Bill, 

tell me about yourself”. It was noticeable that WW2 veterans in their younger 

days never spoke of their experiences but, in their twilight years, were pleased to 

talk of their time in the military. 
 

Bill was an early member of Airborne Forces fighting in North Africa and Italy 

before being withdrawn to prepare for the invasion of Europe. Taking part in 

Operation Market Garden (The Battle of Arnhem) along with many others he 

was captured and taken to Germany as a POW. In January 1945 Bill and many 

other POWs, were herded into cattle trucks to be taken to Poland. Bill had a 

friend who thought it would be a good idea to make their escape by loosening 

two retaining panels in preparation for their escape. Working out that they were 

in Poland they made ready but, at the last-minute, Bill’s friend changed his 

mind…after Bill had already leapt out. Landing on a snow-covered  

Embankment, he set out heading west, reasoning that he would eventually reach 

the North Sea! 
 

After three weeks of sleeping in snow-filled ditches and abandoned farm  

buildings he was discovered and taken in by a Polish farming family . They 

cared for him and kept him hidden for six weeks before handing him over to the  

advancing American troops who gave him a safe passage through their lines. 

This enabled him to join up with other British troops in Belgium all waiting to 

be taken back to the UK. 
 

Getting demobbed in 1946 he returned home to restart his small holding project 

and marry his childhood sweetheart. Sadly, less than eighteen months into their 
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marriage his wife was stricken with Infantile Paralysis (later renamed polio). She 

survived but for the rest of her life was wheelchair bound. Continuing to run his  

small holding, he also built a purpose-built wheelchair friendly bungalow for 

them to live in. The success of this building project prompted him to become a 

successful and well-respected builder.  
 

After 64 happily married years his wife sadly passed away.  Throughout the 

lounge were framed photos of his wife, as a pretty young lady and an attractive 

middle-aged lady always sitting in an armchair or a garden seat, never with a  

wheelchair in sight. I asked him about home help or welfare: his response was 

instant, she was his wife and he cared for her. There was no anger, bitterness, 

rancour or sense of disappointment in the way life had turned out for him. 
 

I visited a few more times but sadly he too passed away. I was invited to parade 

our Regimental Standard at his funeral alongside the Royal British Legion and 

Bugler playing the Last Post as Bill was laid to rest. A dignified exit for such a 

character. 
 

After every visit to him I went home feeling moved and humbled by his dignity, 

courage and example of love and devotion. I will always remember Bill. 
 

 

Brian Whymark 
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A series of beautifully illustrated full colour A4  
booklets depicting aspects of the fabric and history of 
St Mary with St Leonard’s Church, Broomfield,  
Essex. 
 

People and Stone 1 – ‘and the bishop expressed his  
approval’ - A brief architectural history of Broomfield 
Church to Chancellor’s restoration of 1868-71. The 
architectural history from the time of the  
Norman conquest to its Victorian restoration. 
 

People and Stone 2 – Church People – Stories in  
Monuments – A review of the monuments in the church 
– what the monuments are made of, the derivation of the 
stone and the lives of the people they commemorate. 
 

People and Stone 3 – Church Materials – a Deep  
History in Walls – Aspects of the use of cobbles in the 
walls of Essex and how they reflect local geology using 
Broomfield church as a particularly rich example. 
 

All proceeds to the Spire Restoration Fund 

People and Stone booklets.                Order Form 
Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________ Postcode ________________ 

 

People and Stone 1 – Architectural History     ________ copies @£7.50 each.      

People and Stone 2 – Stories in Monuments   ________ copies @£7.50 each 

People and Stone 3 – Church Materials          ________ copies @£7.50 each 

 

P & P £1.50 for 1 booklet, £2 for 2 or 3 booklets plus 50p for each additional booklet. 

I enclose remittance of £ _____ as a cheque made payable to “St Mary’s Broomfield 

PCC” 
 

Send order to: St Mary’s Church, Broomfield, c/o  2a Hearsall Avenue,  

 Chelmsford, Essex CM1 7DD 



27 

Local Electrician 
Broomfield 

 

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to 

come and do a small job? 

Extra Lights   Additional Sockets   New Fuse  Boards 

Rewires  New Installations 

Landlord and Homebuyer inspections 

 

Fault Finding and Repairs 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Qualified Electrician     Fully Insured 

Reliable Service     Tidy Work 

Free Quote    Flexible Hours    Reasonably Priced 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

I will assure you of a quick response, 

 and a reasonably priced service… 

 

Call Steve on: 

Mobile number 07943889979 

Home number 01245-443064 
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Crossword (answers on page 39) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Across 

1  ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in mat-

ters of faith (8) 

9  In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3) 

10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5) 

11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5) 

12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6) 

14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruit-

ful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13) 

17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6) 

19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his disciples’ feet (John 

13:4) (5) 

22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5) 

23 For nine (anag.) (7) 

24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8) 

25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — 

the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4) 
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Down 

1  ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from 

them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4) 

2  Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5) 

4  ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is the image of 

God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6) 

5  An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5) 

6  Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 

1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4) 

7  ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4) 

8  One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 

10:28) (6) 

13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8) 

15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7) 

16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3) 

18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3) 

20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5) 

21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of 

God’ (Romans 8:39) (4) 

What a hoot 
 

One evening a bird-loving vicar strolled over to his huge country churchyard, 

and just for fun, hooted softly, like an owl. To his delight, an owl hooted softly 

back. The next night the same thing happened, and again, the night after that. 

Soon it became a regular habit, and every night for the following year, no  

matter what the weather, the vicar would go to the churchyard and hoot back 

and forth with his feathered friend. The hoots became longer and more  

complicated, and the vicar kept a careful log of the ‘conversation’.  
 

Just as he thought he was on the verge of a real breakthrough in interspecies 

communication, his wife had a chat with the neighbour who lived in a big 

house and garden next door to the church. "My husband comes here each 

night,” she said, to “hoot to the owl in the churchyard.” "That's odd," the 

neighbour replied, "so does my husband." 
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Try our April Sudokus (solutions on page 39) 

 

Intermediate 

Easy 
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You  
to take a look at what we have and what we do. 

Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us 
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme 

 

If interested then contact either. 
Ian 01245 349212  Andrea 01245 269836  or John 01245 357177 

Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN. 
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    Treasure discovered 
      In Saxon Way! 
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Found at the end of the road 
DON’T BE LONELY 

 

Come and make new friends in  
convivial surroundings. 

 

ANY VILLAGER MAY JOIN 
Tel: 01245-268172 
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Children's Corner 
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Can you get through this maze? 

 

Children's Corner 
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA 
Treatment in the comfort of your own home 

Mobile 07754 700950 
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com 

K BOND BUILDING DESIGN 
Architectural Services for Residential Properties. 

Plans designed for Planning permission and Building Regulation  
approvals. 

Tel: 01245 248395 
Mob: 07770 558622 

Www.kbondbuildingdesign.co.uk 
E-mail: bndkevin@aol.com 
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Answers to crossword on page 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solution to Sudokus on page 30 
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 The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard, 
serving God and the people of Broomfield  

yesterday, today and tomorrow  

for more details visit our website 
www.stmarybroomfield.org 


