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10th November 

Prayer for the Month of December 
                                                       

 
Lord prepare us for your Advent Coming 

 
Advent is a time of longing, of hoping, and of waiting. 
O Lord, waiting is something that people find so very 

difficult to understand in this world of instant satisfaction. 
Ever patient Lord, your time span is not ours. 

Come to us in love; meet our longing; enter our waiting; 
give life to our hoping. 

As we wait, we pray for millions of anxious and tired people 
everywhere. 

May the Angels sing for them; May Christ be born in them; 
 may your love come home for them. 

Advent Lord come ever nearer; 
come to rejuvenate our faith; come to strengthen us; 

come to open our eyes to the wonder, so that when the Saviour comes 
He may steal into our Hearts and find us ready. 

Come Lord Jesus. 
AMEN 

     
Written by Christine Watson 

   

From the Register of Services 
November 2020 

 

Funerals 
 

5th October     John Robert Matthams        (aged 84) 
Correction from October Funeral Register 
 
9th November     Sheila Anne Wrenn         (aged 83) 
23rd November    John Charles Wood         (aged 83)  
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Answers to crossword on page 32. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers to 2020 quiz on page 8 
 
1. 10 Downing Street. 2. Kirk Douglas. 3. Intinction is dipping the communion wafer 
in wine. 4. In a world “where you can be anything, be kind”. 5. Wash our hands.            
6. Other years are common years. 7. Eyam.   8. Quarantine is forty days long. The word 
derives from the Italian expression quaranta giorni.   9. To commemorate De Gaulle’s 
broadcast to France in 1940. It was also the anniversary of the battle of Waterloo. 10. 
The United States, Europe, Russia and China have all launched space rockets to Mars 
this year.  11. The Foreign Office cat, Palmerston. 12. Boxing Day is the day furthest 
away from Christmas Day (because you cannot travel backwards in time) 13. The Battle 
of the Tennis Court was part of the Burma Campaign during the Second World War. It 
was remembered in August as part of VJ commemorations. 14. Rule Britannia - the 
decision was tater reviewed. 15. Their celebration of harvest gave rise to Thanksgiving. 

Solution to Sudokus on page 34 
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA 
Treatment in the comfort of your own home 

Mobile 07754 700950 
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com 
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Greetings from the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends, 
 

Well, how things have changed since my last letter to you. Shortly after the  

November magazine went to print we were plunged into a second lockdown 

which meant that all church services had to move back online. A week later the 

NHS Test & Trace App requested that I went into self-isolation, having come 

into contact with someone (still unknown to me) who had tested positive. I have 

continued to pray for them, that they have recovered well. Even our live  

streaming from church had to be curtailed and Diana and I were back to videoing 

worship for the church from our homes.  
 

However, just as I had completed my letter to you, our Prime Minister  

announced his Winter Plan, so this is a second attempt as I try to give you the 

most up to date details I possibly can about our communal worship in  

Broomfield Parish Church. No doubt in the 3 days this magazine takes to print 

and the week it takes to deliver around the parish, some other changes and 

tweaks will be made (so, for example, at the time of writing we do not know 

which tier Essex will be in after the 3rd of December, so do not yet know what 

numbers will be allowed at Church services!). However, the Calendar which you 

will find in the centre of the magazine represents the best case scenario in my 

opinion. You will need to keep an eye on our website or Facebook page for the 

most up to date information and I will, of course, ensure that information is  

posted on our notice board at the entrance to the churchyard. 
 

The Advent Window Trail almost ready to go live. I am really grateful to those 

who have offered to host a window. You will see the details on page 16 of the 

magazine. The Christmas Tree picture has 24 boxes, so if you are going to  

follow the trail start marking off from the bottom left. The box just under the star 

is for you to tick when you come along on Christmas Eve to see the Nativity 

Stained Glass window shining out from church. I am going to put details of 

where to find each day’s window on our website and Facebook page but, if you 

prefer, just email us (stmarybroomfield@gmail.com) and I will send you a list.  

I am also going to put a prayer tree outside the Church Door, just a plain  

Christmas tree and if you would like to write a prayer to hang on the tree,  

sometime as you walk through the churchyard, please feel free to do so. The tree 

will be lit on Christmas Eve at 4pm. 
 

You will also see in the calendar our plans for Christmas Services. Although we 

cannot all gather as we usually would, there will be opportunities for you all to 
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attend a Christmas service of Words & Music. To book a seat for one of these 

services please email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com or call 07464 321616. If all 

the services fill up, I will put more on, in order that everyone who wants to  

attend a Christmas service will be able to. Please bear with us as we attempt to 

meet the needs of our whole parish. 
 

One final though. I know, from my conversations with people, and from  

watching the news, that everyone is frustrated at the many changes which we 

have been forced to endure this year and how everyone would like Christmas to 

be normal. But, things are not ‘normal’ this year, and as usual the most  

vulnerable in our society are at the highest risk. There has been much talk of 

Christmas being ‘cancelled’ or being a disappointment. However, I think that 

this holy season, in 2020 the year of the Pandemic, will give us an opportunity to 

get to the heart of what Christmas is really about, not tinsel and turkey,  

mince-pies, presents and parties, but God incarnate, Jesus, the Christ Child, who 

is born afresh in our hearts every December, born into the darkest part of the 

year, to bring light again, to show us the way to love deeply, forgive fully, serve 

everyone. We should, as Christian people, perhaps, take a lead from our Hindu 

and Sikh friends who, at their Festival of Light, Diwali, graciously accepted that 

they would not be able to celebrate as they usually would with family and friends 

yet still lit their homes with tiny candles, contacted those they could by whatever 

means they could and still celebrated the fact that light overcomes darkness. I 

sent a message to my friends who I would usually be celebrating Diwali with. 

They each responded with such dignity and thankfulness, reminding me that 

their celebration was just as valid as it always was, because it was not about the 

festivities but about the message behind the celebration that matters. So I leave 

you with a response which I received back from one of my Hindu friends, to 

warm your heart this Christmas-tide. “Thank you my friend, for remembering 

us… light still overcomes darkness, love still overcomes hatred.  Diwali reminds 

us that our lives are given to us in order that we can serve others. This is what we 

celebrate… and may your God bless you with light and peace”. 
 

So, in the same spirit of hope, I pray, that the Christ child will warm your heart 

this Christmas and that you and your family will be blessed with love, light and 

peace. 
 

With every blessing 

Carolyn 
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Can you get through this maze? 

Children's Corner 
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Children's Corner 
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Comment 
Dear Friends 
 

It’s been an autumn of new birth at the Harveys. Our first grand daughter  

arrived on 10.10.2020 (a splendidly symmetrical date of birth) just in time for 

us to meet her briefly before tiers of lockdown arrived. Next our lovely dog 

Coco had 3 puppies on 22.10.20. And all of this has focussed my mind on the 

naming of people ...and dogs. The new parents took 12 days to settle on their 

baby’s name: Rose Iris Ruth . Her daddy told me that Ruth is there for the past 

(2 great grandmothers and one grandmother), Rose is there for  the future  and 

Iris for the present. If that has you perplexed it is because Iris is Greek for  

rainbow. This baby was formed and born during the pandemic and her parents 

wanted to acknowledge that.  Not being Christians their choice of Rose for the 

future has not the same connotations as it does for those who hold to the hope 

of resurrection, confident that Jesus overcame death and ROSE. But for me, 

the names are just perfect. 
 

The puppies have “working titles” as I can’t call them 1, 2 and 3. They will no 

doubt be renamed in their eventual homes but for now we have Mole (because 

she looks like one), Gannet (because she feeds like one) and Goose (because 

the skies here are full of migrating pink foot geese) and she has one pink foot.  

Within weeks they will no doubt be changed; just as Abram became Abraham 

and Jacob became Israël and Simon became Peter. 
 

Our names are chosen with care by those who named each of us; and God 

knows us by our names   
 

So from the locked down north to the locked down south I send my love and 

virtual hugs for courage in these challenging times. 
 

Yours in Christ  

 

Anne  
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Readings for December 
 

Although we cannot meet to hear the word of God read in church, we can 

commit to reading the passages set for each Sunday. Carolyn will put a sermon 

on the website each week which relates to the readings listed. 
 

Sunday 6th December   The second Sunday of Advent 

        Psalm 40 

        2 Peter 3: 8 – 15a 

        Mark 1: 1 – 8 
 

Sunday 13th December  The third Sunday of Advent  

        Psalm 62 

        1 Thessalonians 5: 16 – 24 

        John 1: 6 – 8, 19 – 28  
       

Sunday 20th December  The fourth Sunday of Advent 

        Psalm 113 

        Romans 16: 25 – 27 

        Luke 1: 26 – 38 
 

 
Christmas Readings which will be used at Carol Services, Midnight Mass and 
Christmas Day: 
 

1st Reading   Genesis 3: 8 – 15, 17 – 19 God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the  
             life of paradise.  
  

2nd Reading   Genesis 22: 15 – 18   The promise to faithful Abraham,  
 

3
rd

 Reading   Isaiah 9: .2, 6 – 7   Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by  
             Isaiah. 
   

4th Reading   Micah 5: 2 – 4    The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem 
   

5th Reading   Luke 1: 26 – 38    The angel Gabriel visits the Blessed Virgin  
             Mary 
   

6th Reading   Luke 2: 1 – 7     The birth of Jesus 
  

7th Reading   Luke 2: 8 – 16    The Shepherds go to the manger 
 

8th Reading   Matthew 2: 1 – 11   The magi are led by the star to Jesus 
   

9th Reading   John 1: 1 – 14    The Incarnation of the Word of God 
 

 

Sunday 27
th

 December  John, Apostle and Evangelist 

        Psalm 97 

        Romans 16: 25 - 27 

        Luke 1: 26 – 38 
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    Treasure discovered 
      In Saxon Way! 
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Found at the end of the road 
DON’T BE LONELY 

 

Come and make new friends in  
convivial surroundings. 

 

ANY VILLAGER MAY JOIN 
Tel: 01245-268172 



38 

BROOMFIELD COTTAGE GARDENERS’ SOCIETY 
 

All activities for the society are currently suspended 
due to the coronavirus outbreak in the UK. 

 

We will be in contact with our members, when activities can restart. 
 

Visit our website:  www.broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.co.uk 
 

STAY ALERT, CONTROL THE VIRUS,SAVE LIVES 
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Hymn of the month 
 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven came 
 
Looking through the index of hymns in my Church Hymn Book I noted the vast 
number of hymns suggested for Advent and Christmas – about one hundred and 
fifty. 
 

I believe we all take comfort in the familiar and rely on the more traditional  
carols to “make” Christmas for us. 
 

Having said that, my favourite carol which is actually listed for singing on the 

fourth Sunday in Advent is “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven came” – Gabriel’s 

message that Mary would become the mother of Jesus, the Son of God. It is a 

traditional Basque Christmas folk carol with lovely harmonies and words. 

 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow his eyes as flame. 
"All hail" said he "thou lowly maiden, Mary, 

Most highly favoured lady." Gloria! 
 

 "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be. 
All generations laud and honour thee. 

Thy Son shall be Emanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favoured lady." Gloria! 

 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head. 

"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said. 
"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name." 

Most highly favoured lady! Gloria! 
 

 Of her, Emanuel, the Christ was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn; 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
"Most highly favoured lady." Gloria! 

 
( Sabine Baring-Gould   1834-1924 ) 

 

Margaret Powell        

© hymns reproduced under copyright license no: 270190 
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How well do you remember 

2020? 
 

1. Job applications from weirdos and misfits were invited from people to work 

at which place in London?  

2. Which famous actor who died this year is associated with the phrase “I am 

Spartacus?”  

3. In February the Church of England advised against the practice of 

‘intinction’ – what is it? 

4. In a world “where you can be anything, be ______” – what, wrote actress 

Caroline Flack on Instagram in December 2019? 

5. What were we supposed to do in March while singing the National Anthem 

or Happy Birthday twice?  

6. This year was a leap year. What do we call other years? 

7. Which village in the Peak District is associated with self-isolation during a 

previous plague? 

8. How long, literally, is quarantine? 

9. Why did President Macron visit Britain on 18th July? What other               

Anglo-French anniversary could he have remembered but for some reason it 

was not mentioned?  

10. How many countries launched space rockets to Mars this year?  

11. Who, in their resignation letter in August, on Twitter posted, “I have        

championed our work, built our relationships and celebrated the diversity of 

our staff… and will always be an ambassador for the UK and the new       

Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office” after a four year career in 

Downing Street which had included scraps with a neighbour? He was going 

to spend more time with a family in the country.  

12. Which day is the furthest away from Christmas Day? 

13. What was the Battle of the Tennis Court and why was it remembered in   

August? 

37 
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14. The BBC banned singing the lyrics from which song from the Last night of 

the Proms, because it had a link in their mind with slavery and colonialism? 

15. This year marked the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower. 

What event did they start which led to a public holiday?  

 

Answers on page 43 

Christmas is about  -  Christ 
                                                                
“They saw the young child … and fell down, and worshipped him.”     

Matthew 2:11 
 

He was born in the humblest of settings, yet heaven above was filled with the 

songs of angels. His birthplace was a cattle shed, yet a star brought the rich and 

noble from thousands of miles away to worship Him. His birth was contrary to 

the laws of life and His death was contrary to the laws of death, yet no miracle is 

greater than His birth, His life, His death, His resurrection and His teachings. He 

had no cornfields or fisheries, yet He spread a table for 5,000 and had bread and 

fish to spare. He never stood on expensive carpeting, yet He walked on the  

waters and they supported Him. His crucifixion was the crime of crimes, yet 

from God’s perspective no less a price could have made possible our redemption. 

When He died, few mourned His passing, yet God hung a black cape over the 

sun. Those who crucified Him did not tremble at what they had done, yet the 

earth shook under them. Sin never touched Him. Corruption could not get hold 

of His body. The soil that was reddened with His blood, could not claim His 

dust. For over three years He preached the gospel. He wrote no book, He had no 

headquarters and He built no organisation. Yet two thousand years later He is the 

central figure of human history, the perpetual theme of all preaching, the  

pivot around which the ages revolve and the only redeemer of the human race. 

At this season of celebration and gift-giving, let’s join the wise men who “fell 

down and worshipped Him.”  Let’s remember, Christmas is about - Christ!  

 
Source U.C.B. Word for today.  Free copies of these daily readings can be  

obtained from: Freepost RLTX-ABUL-GRAR, United Christian Broadcasters, 

Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF  
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BEING COVID 19 SAFE 
 

We continue to keep the church cleaned regularly and aired in accordance with 

Government guidelines. In order to keep within the Covid 19 safety  

requirements, only limited numbers of people may be in the building at any one 

time. A record of those who attend each time the church is open is required in 

case people need to be contacted, if someone who has been in church later shows 

symptoms of Covid 19 (new continuous cough, high temperature, loss of taste 

and/or smell). Therefore, if you wish to attend church you will need to make an 

appointment by calling (text or WhatsApp messages are fine too) the duty phone 

07464 321616 or by emailing stmarybroomfield@gmail.com. Whichever way 

you contact us, you will receive a response. If you do not hear back, please try 

again! 
 

These are the guidelines which we have had to put in place, in order to be 

Covid 19 safe: 
 

The maximum number of people allowed in this church at any one time is 29, 

which includes the ministers. 
 

We are providing re-usable masks for you to use whilst 

you are in the building, there are enough masks for one 

each. They are comfortable, breathable cotton, with 

three layers, in accordance with the guidelines. There 

are also ear-savers available in case you find the elastic 

uncomfortable behind your ears. You are asked to take 

them home, wash them (removing the filter before you 

do) and bring them back with you to use, when you 

come along again. 
 

There is yellow tape on the floor to indicate a 2m distance, please use this  

wisely. 
 

Some pews are roped off. Please only sit where there is a numbered seat. You 

will be told when you contact us which number to look for. 
 

As you enter the building you will need to sanitise your hands with the alcohol 

wash that we are providing. 
 

All the pew cushions and kneelers have been removed, for your comfort please 

bring a cushion of your own. 
 

You will not be allowed to light candles. 
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You  
to take a look at what we have and what we do. 

Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us 
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme 

 

If interested then contact either. 
Ian 01245 349212  Andrea 01245 269836  or John 01245 357177 

Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN. 
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Try our December Sudokus (solutions on page 39) 

 

Intermediate 

Easy 

11 

Although the toilets will be open, we will not be encouraging use of the  

facilities! 
 

Please enter through the main church door and exit through the hall doors (in the 

link). 
 

When you leave please do not gather to chat in groups in the grounds or in the 

car park. There is to be no shaking of hands, hugging or other physical contact. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT COME INTO THE CHURCH BUILDING IF YOU SHOW 

ANY SYMPTOMS OF COVID 19 EVEN IF YOU HAVE BOOKED TO 

COME!                      

 (new continuous cough, high temperature, loss of taste and/or smell) 

 

IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS AFTER ATTENDING 

THE CHURCH PLEASE LET ONE OF THE MINISTERS KNOW. 
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Beatitudes for a  

Global Pandemic 
 

Blessed are those who stay indoors  

for they have protected others. 
 

Blessed are the unemployed and self-employed  

for their need of God is great. 
 

Blessed are the corner shopkeepers  

for they are the purveyors of scarce things. 
 

Blessed are the delivery drivers and the postal workers   

for they are the bringers of essential things. 
 

Blessed are the hospital workers; the ambulance crews, the doctors, the nurses, 

the care assistants and the cleaners  

for they stand between us and the grave and the Kingdom of Heaven is surely 

theirs. 
 

Blessed are the checkout workers  

for they have patience and fortitude in the face of overwork and frustration. 
 

Blessed are the refuse collectors  

for they will see God despite the mountains of waste. 
 

Blessed are the teachers  

for they remain steadfast and  consistent in disturbing times. 
 

Blessed are the church workers: the deacons, priests and bishops  

for they are a comforting presence in a hurting world as they continue to signpost 

towards God. 
 

Blessed are the single parents  

for they are coping alone with their responsibilities and there is no respite. 
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3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to Egypt 
(Genesis 43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) 
(3,2)  
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for 
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 Kings 5:12) 
(5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 

Booking your holiday on the net,  
changing your car or house insurance, 

or just considering a little retail therapy? 
 

• If you are then please consider using the easyfundraising route. It is easy, 

there’s no cost to yourself  and you will give the church’s finances a         

significant boost. 
 

• If you are interested in helping church finances in this way please contact me 

and we’ll soon have you up and spending. 
 

• Congratulations and thank you to the 31 members of the congregation who 
have used this method of raising money for the church. Give yourself a pat 
on the back. We have now raised nearly £1,345 just by adding a few extra 
clicks of the mouse when doing on-line shopping, 

 

Alun Powell 
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Crossword (answers on page 43) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Across 
 

1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent to live 
in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) 
(4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) 
(8)  
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite 
(Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 
17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 
 

Down 
 

1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  

13 

Blessed are those who are alone  

for they are children of God and with him they will never be lonely. 
 

Blessed are the bereaved  

for whom the worst has already happened; they shall be comforted. 
 

Blessed are those who are isolated with their abusers  

for one day - we pray - they will know safety. 
 

Blessed are all during this time who have pure hearts; all who hunger and thirst 

for justice; all who work for peace and who model mercy. 
 

May you know comfort, may you know calm and may the Grace of out Lord  

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 

all.  Amen  

 

Jean Searson 
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Next Christmas 
 

The grandson had just taken a photograph of his grandmother who’d come to 

stay for Christmas and her 89th birthday.  ‘Grannie, I sure hope I’m around next 

year to photograph you on your 90th birthday,’ he said tactfully. 
 

‘Why not?’  his grandmother shrugged.  ‘You look healthy enough.’ 

 

Friction at Christmas 
 
This Christmas, when your family gets together, remember:  a certain friction 

between the generations is inevitable.  After all, the young and the old have all 

the answers and those in between are stuck with all the questions. 

31 

 Local Electrician 
Broomfield 

 

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to 

come and do a small job? 

Extra Lights   Additional Sockets   New Fuse  Boards 

Rewires  New Installations 

Landlord and Homebuyer inspections 

 

Fault Finding and Repairs 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Qualified Electrician     Fully Insured 

Reliable Service     Tidy Work 

Free Quote    Flexible Hours    Reasonably Priced 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

I will assure you of a quick response, 

 and a reasonably priced service… 

 

Call Steve on: 

Mobile number 07943889979 

Home number 01245-443064 
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Christmas cake 
 

Every Christmas, composer Giacomo Puccini would have a cake baked for each 

of his friends. One year, having quarrelled with Arturo Toscanini just before 

Christmas, he tried to cancel the order for the conductor's cake. But it was too 

late, as the cake had already been dispatched. 
 

The following day, Toscanini received a telegram from Puccini: "Cake sent by 

mistake." 
 

He replied by return: "Cake eaten by mistake." 

The Value of 
Churches 
 
I saw this report and thought it would 

be good to share. You can read the full 

report online, details below. 

 
 

The House of Good calculates six key stages or circles of value. We call this 

the ‘Halo Effect’. The ‘Halo Effect’ moves from the direct economic value of 

church buildings to the more widespread benefits to individuals and society. 

We all value the UK’s churches and chapels as being some of the most  

beautiful and historic buildings in the world and as places of worship.  

Together, churches provide the social glue that keeps our communities  

together, and the safety net that stops our most vulnerable people falling 

through the cracks. 
 

Taken from the Introduction to The House of Good Report by the  

National Church Trust. You can find the full report here:  

https://www.houseofgood.nationalchurchestrust.org/?
fbclid=IwAR1SYU4yogQFmqpiH4368Juvo2Nb5zQqzpI7q14CBqC1qgEB
dqWLk8Nw3Uw 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

Finding Happiness  
by Christopher Jamison 

We all want to be happy don’t we?  The question is 

do we want to be happy or fulfilled? 
 

At first glance this book may seem a little old  

fashioned, it is written by a Monk living under the 

rule of St Benedict and it is loosely based on the  

Seven Deadly sins; surely that stuff belongs in the Middle Ages and anyway I 

quite like a bit of overindulgence. 
 

 Yet this book contains so much wisdom and compassion as well as good old 

common sense and he is very open about his own failures and struggles. 

One of the most useful things I took from the book is the teaching on anger; 

Jamison insists your anger is your own responsibility no matter what the  

provocation He quotes Cassion: 
 

“And so our not getting angry must derive not from someone else’s perfection 

but from our own virtue, which is achieved not by another person’s patience but 

by our own forbearance.”  
 

 How much better the world would be if people were less angry and more  

forbearing, driving for example would be much more pleasurable. Instead of 

Acedia (spiritual carelessness), Gluttony, Lust, Greed, Anger, Sadness, Vanity 

and Pride he recommends Moderation, Chaste (faithful) Love, Generosity,  

Gentleness, Gladness, Spiritual Awareness, Magnanimity and Humility. This 

book provides timeless advice about how we can recognize the demons within us 

and it offers another way using scripture, monastic wisdom and the Benedictine  

tradition. 

Sally Matthewson  

Chelmsford Christian Bookshop 01245 294405  

bookshop@chelmsford.anglican.org 
 

If you would like to order a copy of Finding Happiness (£8.99 to include postage 

and packing) please contact me 
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Broomfield Parish Church 

Advent Window 
Trail  

 

During December we are going to be running an Advent Window Trail around 

Broomfield that anyone can walk around and enjoy. Some may choose to follow 

the Trail as December progresses and others may prefer to wait until all the  

windows are open and follow the completed trail all in one go. We will have the 

Nativity Window in the Church lit up on Christmas Eve between 4pm and 6pm 

as the final stop. Participants will be able to download a list of addresses where 

windows are situated and mark them off as they progress around the Trail on the 

‘Advent Calendar’ on page 17. Alternatively you can email the church at 

stmarybroomfield@gmail.com for a pdf copy. Photos of windows to be opened 

will be put on Social Media every day during December. 

 

Thank you for offering to take part.  

 

God bless 

Rev’d. Carolyn 

Vicar of Broomfield 

Attention 
 

With a number of relatives visiting, I was struggling to get my wife's attention. 

So, I simply sat down and looked comfortable. That did the trick. 

29 

Recycled material may be dropped off with Glynis and Brian Worboys (leave by 

front door), 5 Butlers Close, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 7BE  01245 

440540 
 

Please flatten any packets rather than screw them up, as it would be a great help, 

but no need to separate the items. 
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K BOND BUILDING DESIGN 
Architectural Services for Residential Properties. 

Plans designed for Planning permission and Building Regulation  
approvals. 

Tel: 01245 248395 
Mob: 07770 558622 

Www.kbondbuildingdesign.co.uk 
E-mail: bndkevin@aol.com 
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Advent 2020 
 

We are in the season of Advent – that time in the Church’s year when we are 

caught up in the excitement of pre-Christmas expectation and hope. In Church 

our readings from scripture tell us that our God is coming – coming both as  

Saviour and as Judge. He is a God of love and mercy but also a God of  

righteousness and justice, so we yearn for His coming but we also fear His 

judgement upon us. 
 

The Advent Antiphons are ancient words of worship traditionally sung before 

and after the Magnificat at Evening Prayer on the days leading up to Christmas. 

They express something of this mixture of joy and awe that we experience in the 

days of Advent. The words draw on Old Testament images but also look forward 

to the unveiling of the light of Christ in our world. I share these words with you 

for reflection over the coming days. The relevant Bible references are also given 

if you wish to explore these. I hope you find them as inspiring and helpful as I 

do. 
 

Rev’d. Diana 
 

17 December – O Sapientia 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 

reaching from one end to the other mightily, 

and sweetly ordering all things: 

Come and teach us the way of prudence.   cf . Ecclesiasticus 24.3; Wisdom 8.1 
 

18 December – O Adonai 

O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, 

who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush 

and gave him the law on Sinai: 

Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm. cf Exodus 3.2; 24.12  
 

19 December – O Radix Jesse 

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; 

before you kings will shut their mouths, 

to you the nations will make their prayer: 

Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. cf Isaiah 11.10; 45.14; 52.15; Romans 

15.12 
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By 1922 Save the Children had become one of Britain’s biggest charities.   

Eglantyne’s Declaration of the Rights of the Child, written in 1923, was adopt-

ed by the League of Nations the following year. The present-day UN  

Convention on the Rights of the Child is derived from it.   
 

But ten years of running Save the Children had sapped Eglantyne’s fragile 

strength, and she died in Geneva in 1928, aged only 52. 
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Eglantyne Jebb  

founder of ‘Save the Children’ 
 

Here is a modern-day saint whose compassion and determination has saved  

literally millions of lives. Eglantyne did not begin as an obvious ‘mover and 

shaker’ of people. Born in Shropshire in 1876, she grew up in Ellesmere, studied 

history at Lady Margaret Hall in Oxford, taught at Marlborough, and then  

resigned as she was not physically robust.   
 

Eglantyne moved to live with her mother in Cambridge, and it would have been 

so easy to settle for a life of peaceful obscurity. But she was a Christian, and at 

Oxford she had developed a passion for social concerns, so this compassion now 

drove her to take action. She began in 1906 by publishing research on the  

poverty she’d found in Cambridge. Then in 1912 the Balkan Wars broke out, and 

Eglantyne left Cambridge for Macedonia. Her months among the refugees led 

her to decide that long-term constructive aid was more effective than short-term 

handouts.   
 

The First World War left Eglantyne horrified by the prolonged Allied blockade 

on Germany and Austria-Hungary, which even after Armistice meant starvation 

for millions of civilians, especially children. And so in1919 Eglantyne and her 

sister Dorothy Buxton helped found the ‘Fight the Famine’ Council, which  

wanted to end the blockade and establish a League of Nations. 
 

One day during a rally in Trafalgar Square, Eglantyne was arrested for distrib-

uting a leaflet showing starving children which read: “Our blockade has caused 

this – millions of children are starving to death.” She ended up in court and was 

fined, but the judge was so impressed with Eglantyne’s commitment to children 

that he himself paid her fine. His money became the first donation to Save the 

Children, the new charity just set up by Eglantyne and Dorothy.  
 

Save the Children was officially launched at the Albert Hall in May 1919, with 

the aim of helping the starving civilians of central Europe. It was a success,  

raising £400,000 in that first year alone. 
 

When in the autumn of 1921 Russia was facing famine, Save the Children  

chartered a cargo ship, the SS Torcello, to carry 600 tons of lifesaving food and 

medical supplies to Russia – saving hundreds of thousands of lives.  
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20 December – O Clavis David 

O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; 

you open and no one can shut; 

you shut and no one can open: 

Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, 

those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. cf Isaiah 22.22; 42.7 
 

21 December – O Oriens 

O Morning Star, 

splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: 

Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness 

and the shadow of death. cf Malachi 4.2 
 

22 December – O Rex Gentium 

O King of the nations, and their desire, 

the cornerstone making both one: 

Come and save the human race, 

which you fashioned from clay. cf Isaiah 28.16; Ephesians 2.14 
 

23 December – O Emmanuel 

O Emmanuel, our King and our lawgiver, 

the hope of the nations and their Saviour: 

Come and save us, O Lord our God. cf Isaiah 7.14 
 

Copyright  The Archbishops’ Council 2006 

Please join us for a quiet hour of led prayer and reflection, as we prepare  
ourselves once again for the coming of the  Christ Child into the world. 
 

We shall meet via Zoom on Monday evenings at 7pm for about an hour together: 
 

Monday November 30th Monday December 7th  Monday December 14th  and 
Monday December  21st   
 

This is an opportunity to escape the pre-Christmas chaos: a little oasis of peace at 
this busy time! For the Zoom code please email Rev’d. Carolyn at 
revcat@outlook.com 

Advent  
Reflections 

2020 

Wait in  
Wonder 
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People of the Bible  
 

Delilah – Book of Judges  
 

Delilah is best known as the woman who brought 

the great Samson to his knees. Delilah lived in 

Sorek, which lay on the border between the territories of the ancient Philistines 

and the Israelite tribe of Dan. Samson and Delilah had a passionate affair, and 

she betrayed him to the Philistines. Samson’s strength was legendary, and his 

feats are recorded in the Book of Judges. It was he who struck down 1,000  

Philistines alone and with nothing more than a  donkey’s jawbone, and by God’s 

Spirit he tore a lion to pieces; in fact, all of his mighty acts were done to annoy 

the Philistines.  No matter how they tried, there was no way the Philistines could 

overpower Sampson until they introduced  Delilah to him.   
 

A Philistine leader came to Delilah and offered an amount of silver that she just 

couldn’t refuse and so she began to look for a way to weaken him. While  

involved in their affair Delilah repeatedly asked Sampson the secret of his 

strength and on odd occasions, he lied to her, but it appears she nagged him so 

much that one day he gave in and told her that it was his long hair that gave him 

his great strength. He said that his uncut hair made him a Nazarite, but he would 

become just an ordinary man if his hair was cut short or shaved. Of course,  

Samson should have left Delilah as he must have known she would betray him as 

she had done so before, but his love for her proved stronger than his sense and 

having fallen asleep by her side, she had his hair cut off. She then betrayed him 

to the Philistines who took him, bound him, gouged out his eyes and took him 

away to be a slave.  Delilah received her money as promised and she turned her 

back on the fate of the man who loved her so much…  
 

Point:  How can it be that a person can have an unbelievable amount of strength 

yet can become unbelievably weak when they are overwhelmed with love. It 

seems that love is stronger and far more powerful than physical strength. 

Opinion:  The love and desire of money is said to be the root of all evil, do you 

think that Delilah was the one who helped coin the phrase…Or do you feel that if 

Samson had been a bit more sensible the phrase would never have been penned?   

What do you think?     e:  joan@grabawish.com 

Bible Study: If you want to know more about bible classes here at St Mary’s 

speak to any of the clergy team. 

 Joan Vine    e:joan@grabawish.com 
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Dear friends 
 

These are the two 

original artworks 

Mike and I bought 

with the very  

generous gift you 

gave us. They are by 

Nicole Stevenson, a 

local artist, and  

portray Dunbar  

harbour. The harbour 

is opposite St Anne’s 

church, where we 

worship, and is an 

active fishing port. 

It’s a very beautiful 

place, lobster pots 

and seals, birds and 

boats. They are in 

our sitting room and 

we love them and 

think of you all  

often.  
 

With love  
 

Anne and Mike  
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2020 Christmas Worship at  
Broomfield Parish Church 

 

At the time of going to print this plan is provisional. We are unable to  
confirm dates until we have received updated advice which we are  

expecting on 2nd of December or soon after.   If you wish to attend a 
Christmas service you will need to book your place.  Bookings will open as 

soon as possible after 2nd December. To book any of these services please 
contact Rev’d. Carolyn Tibbott  on 01245 440318  or  

email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com 
 

TO BE CONFIRMED 
Ladies Group Christmas Service Thursday 10th December 12.45 pm in 
Church (Bring your own Christmas afternoon tea for after the worship) 

 

Village Christmas Services, “Story, Poetry and Music” 
Saturday 19th December 2pm and Sunday 20th December 2pm 

(If these services fill up quickly we will open more dates in December) 
 

Christmas Eve: Thursday 24th December                                                                                                                   
Our Crib services will not be able to take place in church this year.  

However, we are offering an Advent Window Trail, to tell the Christmas 
story during December. It will end in the Churchyard on Christmas Eve 

where you can see the Nativity window lit and listen to carols in the 
Churchyard! 

We will put up a Christmas Prayer Tree outside the church on 5th 
December.  You are invited to write a prayer and tie it to the tree, 

which will be lit on Christmas Eve. There will also be an opportunity 
for you to make a donation which will go to Chess (a charity for the 
homeless) or a donation of food which we will pass on to the Food-

bank 
 

 ~Please check our website for  more details which will be available at 
the beginning of December~ 

 

Christmas Eve: Thursday 24th December 
11.30pm Midnight Mass 

 

Christmas Day: Friday 25th December 
9.30am Christmas worship with Eucharist. 

 

Christmas Sunday: 27
th

 December 
9.30am Christmas worship with Eucharist 

2pm Christmas worship “Story, Poetry and Music” 
 

All of our plans are subject to change as we adhere to the Covid 19 safety 
guidance of the Church of England. To keep up to date check our website 

www.stmarybroomfield.org 
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Church Calendar 
 

December 2020 
 

At the time of going to print we have just had sight of the Government’s Winter 

Plan and have adjusted our calendar in accordance with this.  Set out below are 

the services which we are proposing to run if we are able, in accordance with 

whatever Tier this area is put into. All Plans at the moment are, therefore, PRO-

VISIONAL. If services resume you will need to book to attend. I will  

communicate our plans through email, website and on our Facebook page. 
 

To book, you would either need to contact Lisbeth Hardy on 01245 440443,  

mobile 07717 061521 or email lisbethhardy@aol.com for regular services or 

stmarybroomfield@gmail.com or the duty phone 07464 321616 for Christmas 

Services. 
 

In the meantime, we will continue to regularly uploading worship on to our  

website and our Facebook page for the foreseeable future. Every Sunday there 

will be worship provided through these mediums. 
 

Please do email a member of the ministry team if you have any pastoral needs, or 

if you just fancy a chat. We will continue to serve you in whatever way we can, 

whilst ensuring that we follow both Government and Church of England  

Guidance.  
 
 

PROVISIONAL CALENDAR 
 

Thursday 3rd December 10am – 12noon Church open for Private Prayer 
 

Sunday 6th December   The Second Sunday of Advent   
         9.30 am Eucharist in church  
         5.30 pm Evening Prayer online 
 

Wednesday 9th December 10.00 am Eucharist in church 
 

Thursday 10th December  12.45 pm Ladies Group Christmas Service in church 
    

Sunday 13th December  The Third Sunday of Advent 
         9.30 am Eucharist in church  

         2.00 pm Village Christmas Service of Story, Poetry  

         and Music 

         5.30 pm Village Christmas Service of Story, Poetry  

         and Music 

         5.30 pm Evening Prayer online 
 

Wednesday 16th December 10.00am Eucharist in Church 
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Thursday 17th December  10am – 12noon Church open for Private Prayer 
 

Saturday 19th December  2.00 pm Village Christmas Service of Story, Poetry  

         and Music 

Sunday 20th December  The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
         9.30 am Eucharist in church 
         2.00 pm Village Christmas Service of Story, Poetry  
         and Music 
         5.30 pm Evening Prayer online 
 

Wednesday 23rd December 10.00 am Eucharist for Christmas in Church and live 

         streamed 
 

Thursday 24th December Christmas Eve   

         11.00 am Wedding of Charlotte and James in Church 
         4pm – 6pm Churchyard walk with carols at the  
         Nativity Window 
         11.30 pm Midnight Mass 
 

Friday 25th December   Christmas Day 
         10.00 am Eucharist for Christmas in Church 
      

Sunday 27th December      John Apostle and Evangelist 
         9.30 am Eucharist in Church 
         2.00 pm Village Christmas Service of Story, Poetry  
         and Music 
         5.30 pm BCP Evening Prayer online 
 

for more details visit our website 
www.stmarybroomfield.org 

Picture 
 

The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible story 

with a Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed four 

people on an airplane.  She asked her which story it was meant to represent. ‘The 

Flight to Egypt,’ was the reply.    
 

Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary, Joseph, and 

Baby Jesus. But who's the fourth person?"’    
 

‘Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that's Pontius - the pilot!’  

 

 


