
 

 

The Parish Magazine of  
 

St. Mary with  
St. Leonard 
 Broomfield 

 

December 2021                                        

THE 
ROUND 
TOWER 

50p 



St. Mary with St. Leonard   

Vicar     Rev’d. Carolyn Tibbott     440318 
       The Vicarage,  
       10 Butlers Close CM1 7BE 
       revcat@outlook.com         
 

Associate    Rev’d. Dr. Diana Garfield    443205 
Priest     71 Pickwick Avenue CM1 4UR 
       dianagarfield@hotmail.com 
 

Curate     Rev’d. Dawn Butcher      443610 
       65 School Lane CM1 7DR     07541 481715 
       revdawnbutcher@gmail.com 
 

Authorised   Andrew Mussell              
Local Preacher  7 Clobbs Yard CM1 7AB 
and Church   andrewmussell1976@gmail.com   07400 936110 
Warden 
 

Church Warden Susan Garwood         442820 
       Woollards, Church Green CM1 7BD 
       garwood@btinternet.com  
               

Other contact points 
 

Church Website www.stmarybroomfield.org 

Duty telephone  07464 321616       
       email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com   
       or tel. 07464 321616 (duty phone number) 

 

Please note: 
 

Copy for the Round Tower should be with the Editor by the 10th of each 
month please.  

 

The Round Tower is 50p per copy or £5.00 for an annual subscription 
(payable in advance). Cheques should be made payable to: St. Mary’s 
Broomfield PCC 

Sunday Refreshments Rota 
 

We still need a few more volunteers to serve teas and coffees at our 9.30 

Sunday morning service. Please call me on 442651. 

Karen Paxton 



1 

Contents 
                          Page 

  Readings for December             2 

  Register of Services               2 

  Greetings from the Vicarage            3 

  A week to Christmas              4 

  Project Rutherford - fantastic funding news      5 

  Prayer for the Month              6 

  Donate by Cash Reader             6 

  Hymn of the Month               7 

  Church action on climate change          8 

  Organ Renovation               9 

  Film Club                 10 

  St. Mary’s Ladies Group            11 

  A Christmas Story              12 

  Welcome to St. Mary’s             13 

  Living in Love and Faith            14 

  Operation Christmas Child           15 

  A Curate’s Egg                16 

  People of the Bible              18 

  Advent Window Trail             19 

  Thank You to Broomfield Primary School      20 

  Advent Reflections              21 

  Carols around a Campfire            21 

  Calendar                     22 

  Food Bank                 25 

  Rev’d Diana writes              26 

  Thank You on behalf of Guide Dogs        28 

  Recycle and Fundraise for Guide Dogs       29    

  People and Stones Booklets           30 

  Crossword                 32    

  Sudokus                     34    

  Children’s Corner                  40 

  Sudoku & crossword solutions             43 

  Index of Advertisers                          44  



2 

Readings for December 
 

These are some of the readings that we will use on Sundays during December. 

Even if you can’t get to church, do try to read them and reflect on them. 
 
      

Sunday 5th      The Second Sunday of Advent 
        Malachi 3: 1 - 4 
        Philippians 1: 3 - 11 
        Luke 3: 1 - 11    
 

Wednesday 8th    Isaiah 40: 25 - end 
        Matthew 11: 28 - end  
 

Sunday 12th      The Third Sunday of Advent 
        Zephaniah 3: 14 - end  
        Philippians 4: 4 - 7 
        Luke 3: 7 - 18 
 

Sunday 19th     The Fourth Sunday of Advent  
        Hebrews 10: 5 - 10 
        Luke 1: 39 - 45 
 

Saturday 25th     Christmas Day 
        Hebrews 1: 1 - 4 
        Luke 2: 1 - 7 
 

Sunday 26th     St. Stephen’s Day 
        Acts 7: 51 - end 
        Matthew 10: 17 - 22 
 

From the Register of Services 
November 2021 

 

Baptism Register 
21st November      Eliza Lillian Parkin 
 

Burial Register 
7th November     Mary Woodward         (aged 96) 

Wedding Register 
5th November     Chelsea Lovegrove & Paul Tiffen 

26th November    Amy Howe & Conor Williams 
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Greetings from the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends, 
 

 The All Souls’ Service and Remembrance Sunday service were both well  

attended this year after the lockdowns of 2020 and the many restrictions that 

were in place then. It felt as if a little normality were returning. Yet, as well as 

the usual remembering that we engage with at this poignant time of year, there 

was also an opportunity to reflect on the many losses that we have all  

experienced during this period of pandemic. We will not forget these last two 

years in a hurry! 
 

So now, as the Kingdom Season comes to an end, we look forward to the  

reflective period of Advent, where, in church we remember a time before Christ 

was born. It was a time when Prophets and Patriarchs told of a King who would 

be sent from God to turn the world up-side down. During this time, we recall the 

work of John the Baptist who witnessed to his cousin Jesus, as his earthly  

ministry was starting. We also celebrate Mary, Jesus’ mother, who said ‘yes’ to 

God’s request and was willing to bear the Christ Child to the world. 
 

As we prepare for Christmas, we hope and pray that you will have some time to 

reflect on the last two years and that Advent, the Churches time of waiting,  

looking forward with hope, is a time for you to look towards new horizons. Far 

too often, Advent is lost to Christmas parties, shopping, card writing and present 

wrapping. We can find ourselves on Christmas day, exhausted by the  

preparations.  
 

Of course, this year, after last year’s lock down Christmas, we may be tempted to 

work even harder to make the season special. However, there really is no need… 

for the celebration of Christmas happens no matter what mood we are in, how 

hard we try to make things special… God has already done that for us in sending 

his son, over 2,000 years ago, to be born as an infant, a child for us to love, the 

fulfilment of the promises of Patriarchs, Prophets and Kings. This Christmas, 

just like every one you have ever lived through, will warm your heart at the  

remembering of the birth of the Christ Child. A simple Christmas will be just as 

profound as one which leaves us exhausted. For it is in the acknowledgment that 

the 25th of December is special just because it is the day chosen for us to  

remember this awesome gift of God. 
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This year we will once again be running the Advent Window Trail, please do 

look out for details. We do hope that you will be able to come along and join us 

at some of the Christmas celebrations in the Church and Church yard. It will be 

good this year to gather, to sing the old familiar carols, to share a mulled wine 

and mince pie with friends. We look forward to celebrating the Christmas  

season with you 
 

We will continue to pray for those who are ill, especially those suffering with 

Covid or Long-Covid symptoms, for the NHS as it struggles with winter  

pressures. We will pray that we will all be able to enjoy the usual festivities and 

that, this year, Christmas will feel a little more like normal. 
 

Information for all of our services will be regularly posted on our website 

(www.stmarybroomfield.org) or our Facebook page.  

 

We look forward to seeing you during this Advent and Christmas Season,  

 

Wishing you every blessing. 

Carolyn 

A week to Christmas 
 

Sunday, with six whole days to go, how we’ll endure it I don’t know! 
 

Monday, the goodies are in the making, spice smells of pudding  

and mince pies a-baking. 
 

Tuesday, Dad’s home late and quiet as a mouse.  

He smuggles packages into the house. 
 

Wednesday’s the day for decorating the tree. Will the lights work again?  

We’ll have to see. 
 

Thursday’s for last minute shopping and hurry,  

we’ve never seen Mum in quite such a flurry! 
 

Friday is Christmas Eve, when we’ll lie awake trying to sleep  

before the daybreak.  
 

And that special quiet of Christmas morn, when out there  

somewhere Christ is born. 
 

John Cotton (1925-2003) 

http://www.stmarybroomfield.org


5 

Project Rutherford  

Fantastic Funding News! 
 

We are delighted to be able to announce that Project Rutherford has been  

awarded a grant of £135,000 by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The full title 

of the project – “An historic wartime fresco as centrepiece to a heritage project 

for learning, conservation and well-being” sums up our hopes for delivering an 

exciting project that will conserve Rosemary Rutherford’s unique fresco, repair 

the spire and the tower and bring many more people into the church to discover 

our wonderful village heritage.  
 

Accepting this funding commits us to opening up our church in new ways to a 

diverse range of people and involving them in activities that will enhance their 

appreciation of its historic character. We have to produce an exhibition about the 

life and work of Rosemary Rutherford and explore with our local children how 

the fresco was made and why Rosemary chose the subject for the painting in 

1941. We are committed to holding lectures and workshops for our local  

community and to creating a space for quiet reflection in the tower by the fresco. 

The project will offer opportunities for everyone in the church to take part. We 

will be needing many guides, stewards and welcomers to look after our visitors. 

Do tell your friends and neighbours about Project Rutherford and encourage 

them to join us. 
 

The project will start officially in April 2022 when we will have a launch event 
for supporters. Watch this space…..!! 
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Prayer for the month of December  
 

Thank you that You came into the darkness of this broken world on that first 

Christmas night, pouring in your Light, in the person of your Son, Jesus. 
 

Lord, so much of our world seems dark, still. So many dreadful things we can’t 

make sense of: the on-going pandemic, acts of violence and injustice against 

good people - innocent people, child poverty, employment problems, broken  

relationships … so many difficulties. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed. 
 

Lord, help us to focus on you this Christmas. Open our eyes to see your bigger, 

eternal picture. Help us to hear afresh the Good News that nothing and no-one 

can ever extinguish your Light.  
 

Jesus overcame the troubles of the world by His death and resurrection. Father 

may we re-connect with you, through Jesus, this Christmas and know the Love, 

the Joy and the Peace, which are your Christmas gifts to us, as we trust Him.  
 

We pray in Jesus’ wonderful name, Amen. 

 

Donate by Card Reader  
 

In Church and wanting to give St. Mary’s a donation but forgotten your cash? 

No worries! We now have a Card Reader in place. Easy to use - just type in the 

amount you wish to donate and tap your card. It’s as simple as that. If in doubt 

ask the Treasurer or a Church Warden and they will guide you through the  

process. 

New bank  
 

Mother decided that ten-year old Cathy should get something ‘practical’ for 

Christmas.  “Suppose we open a savings account for you?” she suggested.  Cathy 

was delighted. “It’s your account, darling,” mother said as they arrived at the 

bank, “so you fill out the application.”  Cathy was doing fine until she came to 

the space for ‘Name of your former bank.’  After a slight hesitation, she put 

down ‘Piggy’. 
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Hymn of the month 
 

In the bleak mid-winter 
 

This beautiful popular carol by Christina Georgina Rossetti, was first published 
as a poem under the title “A Christmas Carol” in January 1872. The poem then 
appeared, set to music, in the English Hymnal in 1906 with a setting by Gustav 
Holst (1874-1934). Holst lived for a time in Midwinter Cottage, Cranham,  
Gloucestershire, thus named his tune “Cranham”.   Harold Darke (1888 -1976) 
also composed a very moving setting to Rossetti’s work.   
 

The lyrics poetically describe the birth of Jesus and the scene at His nativity.  
In the last verse, the writer’s humble offering of “my heart” is a purer and more 
valuable gift than any riches that the Wise Men brought.                               
 

In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan ,                                              

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;                                                        

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak mid-winter,                                                           

long ago. 

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him nor earth sustain;                                       

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.                                    

In the bleak mid-winter a stable place sufficed the Lord God almighty,                       

Jesus Christ. 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim worship night and day,                                          

a breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay:                                                               

enough for Him, whom angels fall down before, the ox and ass and camel                            

which adore. 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,                                          

cherubin and seraphim thronged the air;                                                                   

but only His mother in her maiden bliss worshipped the beloved                                       

with a kiss. 

What can I give Him poor as I am?                                                                                            

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; if I were a wise man                                 

I would do my part, yet what I can I give Him;                                                                    

give my heart. 

 

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)  
 

Val Vicary 

hymns reproduced  under copyright license no: 270190 
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Church launches consultation on plans to 

get to net zero carbon  

in just nine years  
 

The Church of England is consulting dioceses, cathedrals, national institutions, 

parishes, schools, and other interested parties on a proposed route map to 

achieve net zero carbon by 2030.  
 

The draft route map suggests how all parts of the 

Church of England can make changes together, in 

order to achieve the ambitious target set by  

General Synod in 2020: to be net zero carbon 20 

years ahead of the Government’s targets. It  

includes recommendations for building  

maintenance, heating and the availability of  

specialist advice for each, setting alongside how 

the central Church and dioceses can offer  

support. 
 

The draft net zero carbon route map was written by a sub-committee of the 

Church of England’s Environmental Working Group, chaired by the Bishop of 

Selby, Dr John Thomson. He said: “God’s creation is in crisis, and there is an 

urgent call to address this at every level of our global community.   
 

“Synod has set an ambitious target. We recognise this will be challenging, 

however many adaptations can also be made simply and quickly, such as 

switching to a green energy provider, filling gaps in windows, and changing 

lightbulbs, all of which can help to reduce energy costs. 
 

“I encourage individuals and communities to engage with these consultation 

proposals and to think at every level what can be done to be part of the 

change. We need to safeguard and care for all of God’s creation.”  
 

The Government has committed to a target of net zero carbon by 2050, with 

an interim target of a 78 per cent reduction, set in April 2021.  
 

Anyone can respond to the consultation online before the closing date of 28 

February 2022, with responses particularly requested from Dioceses and  

Cathedrals. 
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The Organ Repair and Restoration 
will begin on the 28th of December 

 
all music during the works will be played on  
the piano and some areas of the north aisle  
will be   taped off ~ we will keep you updated 
with progress in future editions. 
 
please pray for us during this time of  
disruption that the work of sharing the  
gospel and worship  of god will be as lively  
as ever. 
                                   Rev. Carolyn Tibbott 
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Angel tidings 
 

The little boy was to be an angel in the Christmas play and his one line was: 

“Behold, I bring you good tidings.”  He asked what tidings were and his mother 

explained that the word meant news. 
 

On the night of the play, the youngster had stage fright and, after a long silence, 

blurted out: “Hey, have I got news for you!” 

The Film Club 
 

‘Extraordinary Measures’ was our film for November starring Brendan Fraser, 

Harrison Ford and Keri Russell. The film was inspired by a true story. The two 

children of John Crowley suffered from Pompe Disease and we saw the courage 

and determination which pushed him into joining forces with Dr. Robert Stonehill 

to discover a life-saving cure for his children. It was a real struggle for John 

Crowley, not only in continuing to keep Dr. Stonehill involved but having to  

battle with the entire medical establishment. 
 

Our film for December is’ 

Scrooge’ starring Alastair Sim, Sir 

Michael Hordern and George 

Cole. Scrooge is described as the 

definitive big screen adaptation of 

Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas 

Carol’, one of the best loved 

Christmas stories. 
 

Look forward to seeing you on 

Monday 13th December. 
 

Peter Baker  
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St. Mary’s Ladies 
Group 
  

Our new afternoon slot appears to be very popular, with several new faces in  

evidence at the  October meeting. Joan Vine opened the meeting with suitable 

prayers for the subject of our talk and welcomed Brian Howson from Prison  

Fellowship. 
 

Brian gave us a brief resumé of his background and said he’d been introduced to 

the charity at Elim Pentecostal Church, Maldon. It’s a faith based charity with a 

mission  - “to show Christ’s love to prisoners by coming alongside them and 

supporting them”. It is a non proselytizing organisation which is involved in 98% 

of prisons in England and Wales with 3,000 volunteers. Prayer is the basis for all 

of their work. 
 

We were told about their five initiatives but primarily the Angel Tree Project 

which St. Mary’s has previously supported. The aim is to bring joy to families 

separated by a prison sentence at Christmas; over 200,000 children are thought to 

be affected. Our donated gifts allow parents in prison to send a personalised gift 

to their child. Prisoners send in requests on 17th November and attempts are made 

to match these. Gifts are collected on 5th December and then sorted and posted. 

The Ladies Group will organise the collection of appropriate gifts and they will 

be gathered and blessed at our 9.30 am service on 5th December 
 

 

Margaret Powell 
 

 

Our meeting on 16th December starts at 5.15 pm for 5.30 pm and will include  

carols, readings and a pot luck supper as we enjoy our “Christmas Celebrations”. 
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A Christmas Story 
 

The festive season looms large and the media is fretting that there may not be 

enough turkeys or pigs in blankets for consumption and, perish the thought, that 

children’s toys from China may be stuck on the high seas. 

Somewhere the true message of Christmas appears to have been overlooked, lost 

in the pursuit of over indulgence. 
 

Being of a certain age I cannot but think back to another time when Christmas 

Day was treated with greater reverence and expectations were not so high.  

From the mid-nineteen forties, Christmas Day for me followed a familiar pattern. 

Christmas Eve, bath and early to bed before the ‘big day’. During the night  

father left a stocking (One of his long socks!) at the foot of the bed. 
 

Waking early we discovered by torchlight the contents of the stocking. It  

contained some small knickknacks’ and one each of an apple, an orange, a  

tangerine (only available at Christmas), some mixed nuts and a small bottle of 

Syrup of Figs! in the event of me having a ‘funny tummy’ with the anticipated 

extra food. 

 

Then up early and dressed in Sunday Best. No playing outside on Christmas 

Day. Breakfast was followed by listening to the Radio before cycling to the local 

church for a Family Service. Returning from church I entertained my two  

younger brothers while mother prepared Christmas Dinner. Centre of attraction 

was the home reared cockerel; no sentiment in in our house where food was  

concerned.  
 

Father, having fed his chickens and rabbits, cycled to his aged parents, Granny 

indulging him with sausage rolls and her homemade dandelion wine. Back home 

for the Christmas Dinner washed down with Corona dandelion & burdock fizzy 

drink. 
 

Everyone full and satisfied we had to sit quietly while, for the one day in the 

year, Father washed up and dried the dishes. At 3.00 pm we sat in silence to  

listen to the King’s Speech. 
 

Afterwards we were allowed to open our presents, most having been squashed 

and shaken in an effort to discover their contents. For me, my presents usually 

consisted of football kit and books initially with Enid Blyton’s Famous Five  

stories graduating to Rudyard Kipling’s Jungle Books, W. Johns ‘Biggles’  

adventures, a Football Annual and a book of Adventure and Discovery.  This 

settled me down until teatime when Christmas Fare was served while we  

listened to a Pantomime on the Wireless. 
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With new books to read that completed my Christmas Day, followed by another 

early night, because I had been awake early!  
 

The following day, in playing clothes it was back outside to play and things were 

back to normal. 

 

Brian Whymark 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Broomfield 
 

   Come to our lovely Church and sing 

   praises to our Lord the King. 

   Listen to the story of Christ’s Holy Birth 

   with joy in your hearts and plenty of mirth 

 

   Christmas is the time to be jolly 

   with mistletoe and plenty of holly. 

   Sing praises to God on the day of his birth. 

   Remember others no longer on earth. 

 

   Let us not forget why Christmas is here. 

   Praise God always and be of good cheer. 

   Light a Christmas candle and say a prayer  

   for all God’s children - no matter where. 
 

                 Peter Turrall MBE 

Christmas Carols  
 

One night Freda went carol singing.  She knocked on the door of a house and 

began to sing. A man with a violin in his hand came to the door. Within half a 

minute, tears were streaming down his face. Touched, Freda sang every carol she 

knew - and some she didn't. The man continued to weep gently throughout her 

performance. “I understand,” she said softly at last. “You are remembering your 

happy childhood Christmas days.”  

“No, not exactly,” he replied in a choked sort of voice. “I'm a musician!” 
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NCMMP News: Living in Love and Faith 
 

In 2020 the Church of England introduced a unique process of developing our 

understanding of the range of views in the Church about Sexuality and Identity 

called Living in Love and Faith. Lots of Churches around the country have  

already run the five-week course associated with this. Participants have found 

it enlightening. The course objective is not to change views but to deepen  

understanding. 
 

Living in Love and Faith is underpinned by The Pastoral Principles for Living 

Well Together which were published by the Church of England’s Pastoral  

Advisory Group in September 2019. Although they were designed for use with 

the issues of Identity and Sexuality they are a useful guide to how to live well 

together on any issue where we find disagreement tempts us to shirk from our 

call to love one another. 
 

The Principles are: 

• Acknowledge prejudice 

• Speak into silence 

• Address ignorance 

• Cast out fear 

• Admit hypocrisy 

• Pay attention to power 
 

I try to live my life by these principles and would encourage you to do so too. 

If you would like to explore this further there will be an in-person Living in 

Love and Faith Course at St Augustine’s starting on 16 January at 4-5.30pm. 

We plan to run a sixth session at the end of the course to help us consider what 

it means for our 12 churches in North Chelmsford Mission and Ministry  

Partnership. So, the final weekly session will be on 20 February. To ensure 

everyone can feel safe to discuss these sensitive matters together participants 

will be asked to sign up to the 12 Commitments of Living in Love and Faith 

before joining the course. If you have any questions, please contact Rev’d.  

Carolyn. 
 

We do hope that you will want to join us 

 

Rev’d. Susan Iskander 

Co-Chair of North Chelmsford Mission & Ministry Partnership 
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Operation Christmas Child 2021 
 

Unfortunately, we will not be able to collect shoeboxes this year at St. Mary’s 

Church. However, there is the opportunity to ‘build a shoebox’ online. The web 

link you need to visit is: https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/ 
 

You will get a screen come up which look like this. 
Just tap on the menu at the bottom left of the screen and  

follow the instructions. 
 

Do let me know when you have ordered your shoebox and I will keep a record of 

how many shoeboxes we produce from Broomfield Church. 
 

God bless 

Carolyn 

https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
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A Curate's Egg 

 

Following the clocks going back and the nights lengthening, I have  

experienced anew what it feels like to be plunged into darkness.  That sense of 

being slightly disorientated, slightly fearful and unsure.  Having lived  

previously always in towns where streetlights were ever present, I forgot to 

factor in the reality of life when at 5pm (not even late at night!) I couldn’t see 

where I was walking along a footpath still somewhat unfamiliar to my feet.  

Light pollution has become so much the norm for many of us that we perhaps 

do not even realise we no longer experience darkness.   
 

As we walk forward into Advent and the Christmas season, it brings a fresh 

understanding of light in the darkness perhaps.  “The people walking in  

darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a 

light has dawned” (Isaiah 9:2 cf Matthew 4:16).  After a while of being in 

darkness, often our eyes get accustomed to it – we may begin to be able to 

‘see’.  But the reality is we are still operating in darkness.  We may get by for a 

while, but we can’t see the danger or indeed the fullness of life around us.  

Maybe at times we even forget or strangely fail to notice it has gone dark.  

This has certainly happened to me when the task I have been engaged in has so 

drawn my attention that I suddenly notice the light has gone and I am in the 

dark.  I wonder if we make assumptions that we know we are existing in  

darkness – maybe the reality is the light has slowly dimmed and the darkness 

has crept forward without our noticing. 
 

The church will use the symbolism of light often and in different ways 

throughout the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  During Advent, we reflect in 

our darkness as we look for the renewal of our hope and the return of Christ 

the King.  During the Christmas season, we rejoice: Jesus, Light of the World, 

is come.  And we too, as children of God, are lights in this world.  Perhaps a 

thought to reflect on this Advent is how does my light shine?  Do I hide it  

under a bowl or stand it boldly on the lampstand for all to see? (Have a read of 

Matthew 5:13-16). 
 

It may be we have become accustomed to the dark; it may be we no longer 

notice; or it may be we are living in perpetual false light and no longer notice 

the difference between true light and true darkness in our lives.  Wherever we 

are personally as we enter Advent and Christmas, I pray that each one of us 

will move out of these seasons having experienced the Christ-light afresh.  The 

light of Christ, which is true and dazzling and warm, comes to us as the babe 
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in the manger and who will return in his glory.  Our hope renewed and not in 

vain.   

I wish you all joy and peace this Christmas. 

 

 Rev’d. Dawn 
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People of the Bible 
Jude: Jude 1: 
  

Jude, the author of the ‘Book of Jude’, is said to have 

been writing it around 60 or so years after the death 

of Jesus. It is believed that Jude, like James, was a 

half-brother of Jesus, but out of humility and  

reverence for Christ, Jude does not recognise himself 

as such.  
 

The book of Jude was written with a focus on the end of time, for the end of the 

church as we know it. Jude only writes about the abandonment of our faith, the 

betrayal and desertion brought about by evil and all its’ works.  He urges all of 

us to fight for our faith and warns us about  people who will mock those of us 

who hold on to our faith, suggesting many, unfortunately, will fall away and fol-

low their own desires instead of following Christ. He tells us that the people who 

divide the faithful are those who follow natural animal instincts and are devoid 

of the Spirit.  
 

To those of God’s people who remain steadfast and are able to keep from falling, 

being without fault, will be blessed with great joy and glory from God our Sav-

iour. 

The God who has majesty, power and authority before all ages, now and forever. 

Jude was very anxious to write about our salvation. Christian faith is the com-

plete principle of life taught by Christ and later passed on to the apostles. After 

being warned of false teachers and leaders he advises us on how we can succeed 

in our spiritual fight.    
 

Point:  There is great wisdom spoken through the words of Jude, who was very 

anxious to write down his thoughts on the abandonment of our faith. 
 

Opinion:  The only true faith is that which was spoken by our Saviour Jesus 

Christ and unless we fight for and hold on dearly to God’s word the faith will be 

lost. We are warned against false prophets and teachers and to keep our eyes 

firmly on the right path of life. Being the ever optimist I don’t believe the faith 

will ever be lost for I don’t think God would allow such a happening.  What do 

you think?  e:  joan@grabawish.com 
  

Bible Study: If you want to know more about bible classes here at St Mary’s 

speak to Rev’d. Carolyn, or Rev’d. Diana. 

 Joan Vine 

mailto:joan@grabawish.com


19 

Pay for it 
 

Have you noticed?  By the time you have paid off your holiday, it is time to 

think about Christmas presents. 
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Thank You 
 

A massive thank you to Broomfield Primary School for the donation of tea bags 

at Harvest.  The children and families of the school donated over 100 boxes of 

tea bags, of all sizes, brands and flavours!  

 
 

 

Thank you to Miss Few, Lylah and Charlotte (two of the Year 6 Team Captains) 

who delivered the donation.  The tea bags were delivered to Chelmsford  

Foodbank, along with the church’s harvest donations.  These gifts will be used to 

help those in our community who are in need of support at this time.   
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Advent Reflections 
     7pm in church 
 
 Tuesday 30th November 
  Tuesday 7th December 
   Tuesday 14th December 
    Tuesday 21st December 
 

 
Come and join us as we await the coming of 

The Christ Child this Advent ~ All are welcome 

Carols around a 
Campfire 
 

5.30pm in the churchyard 
Sunday 5th December 

 
 

Bring your own seats 
Song Sheets provided 

Come and join us as we celebrate Christmas  

in the Churchyard 

Hot Chocolate and Cookies provided 
 

~ All are welcome ~ 



Church Calendar December 2021 
 

 

 

 
    

Wednesday 1st   1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 2nd    9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the choir stalls 

       9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in  Lady Chapel 

       10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Friday 3rd     4.30 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 5th          The Second Sunday of Advent 

       9.30 am   Eucharist in church  followed by coffee in  

           St. Leonard’s Hall 

       5.30 pm  Carols around a campfire (see page 21 for  
           more details) 
 

Monday 6th    7.30 pm  PCC Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Tuesday 7th    9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the choir stalls 

       9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

       9.30 am  Friends with Faith in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.00 pm   Advent Reflections in Church 
 

Wednesday 8th    10.30 am  Mid-week Eucharist followed by coffee  

           in St. Leonard’s Hall 

1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 9th     9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the choir stalls 

       9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the  

           Lady Chapel 

       10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Friday 10th      4.30 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 12th        The Third Sunday of Advent 

       9.30 am   Parish Eucharist in church  followed by coffee  

           in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       5.30 pm   Evening Prayer online 
 

Monday 13th    12.30pm  Film & Lunch Club in St. Leonard’s Hall 
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Tuesday 14th   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the choir stalls  

       9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

       9.30 am   BPS Nativity Rehearsal in Church 

       7.00 pm  Advent Reflections in church     
 

Wednesday 15th    1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 16th     9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the choir stalls 

       10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       2.00 pm  Beetle Drive in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       5.30 pm  Ladies Group Christmas Celebration  

           in St. Leonard’s Hall 
     

Friday 17th     9.30 am  Broomfield Primary School Nativity in    

           Church 

       10.30 am  Broomfield Primary School Nativity in    

           Church 

4.30 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
     

Sunday 19th        The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

       8.00 am   BCP Holy Communion in Church 

9.30 am   Advent Family Service in church      

        followed by coffee in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       5.30 pm   Village Carol Service 
 

Monday 20th    12.30 pm Lunch & Laughter in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Tuesday 21st       9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the choir stalls  

       9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

       7.00 pm  Advent Reflections in Church      
  

Wednesday 22nd     1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

       7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 23rd     9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the choir stalls 
      

Friday 24th         Christmas Eve 

       3.00 pm  The Christmas Story in the Churchyard  

           for families with children ~ please wrap up  

           warm 

       11.00 pm Midnight Mass 
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Saturday 25th        Christmas Day 

       9.30 am   Christmas Morning worship with  

           Eucharist 
 

Sunday 26th        Boxing Day 

       9.30 am   Parish Eucharist in church followed by coffee  

           in  St. Leonard’s Hall 
     

January 2022 
 

Sunday 2nd          The Second Sunday of  

           Christmas ~ Epiphany 

       9.30 am   Eucharist in church 
           followed by coffee in St. Leonard’s Hall 
       5.30 pm  Evening Prayer online 
 

 

 

 for more details, visit our website: 
www.stmarybroomfield.org 

or email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com for Zoom links 
 

 

 

*Bellringers 
please call Bell Tower Captain Chris before Practice sessions to check that 

they are going ahead 
07730 796422 
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book stall 

INCLUDING 

Currently  
Required 



26

 

Rev’d. Diana writes 
 

I have been listening to a podcast in the Wildlife Explorer series from the Essex 

Wildlife Trust. This one was about migrating birds – a mysterious topic in some 

ways as it is still not fully understood how birds find their way across the globe 

from one continent to another. Some species travel thousands of miles to find 

food or arrive at their breeding grounds. The Bar-tailed Godwit travels from New 

Zealand to Alaska (7,500 miles), the Brent Goose comes from Northern Russia 

to Essex (5,000 miles) and, most astonishing, the Arctic Tern goes from  

Greenland to Antarctica (44,000 miles). These distances are quite amazing and it 

makes you wonder at the sheer tenacity of the natural world. It is thought that 

birds use the earth’s magnetic field to navigate by, responding to the electrical 

charge through their eyes. 
 

In Essex we are fortunate to have the river estuaries of the Blackwater and the 

Crouch where many migrating birds find a rich source of food in the estuary 

mud. Curlew, Redshank and Lapwing come in numbers to feed here and its 

worth going out to see them and hear their calls. Nearer to home in our fields and 

hedges we may be lucky enough to see Fieldfare and Redwing, colourful migrant 

thrushes who come from Scandinavia in the winter to eat our berries. It is  

wonderful to see a flock of them fly up in front of you. 
 

Thinking about migrating birds reminded me of a favourite poem by the Welsh 

poet-priest R. S. Thomas. In this poem “Migrants” Thomas sees connections  

between the birds’ instinctive need to migrate and our inborn human urge to seek 

our home in God. As the migrating birds call to each other in mutual  

encouragement as they fly, so we search for God together, supporting each other 

in prayer. Thomas says that it is not our successful arrival that is important, but 

rather our willingness to undertake the journey in faith. God seems distant but 

occasionally we are blessed with glimpses of his eternal overwhelming light. 

I hope you enjoy this poem as much as I do. 

 

Rev’d. Diana 
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Migrants 
 

He is that great void 

we must enter, calling 

to one another on our way 

in the direction from which 

he blows. What matter 

if we should never arrive 

to breed or to winter 

in the climate of our conception? 

 

Enough we have been given wings 

and a needle in the mind 

to respond to his bleak north. 

There are times even at the Pole 

when he, too, pauses in his withdrawal, 

so that it is light there all night long. 

 

R.S.Thomas  Collected Later Poems 1988-2000, Bloodaxe Books, 2004 

Camels 
 

In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the inn, over 

which was pictured a large star.  The third camel and its rider were going directly 

away from it. “Why is the third man going in a different direction?” her mother 

asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.” 

 

Replace 
 

Did you know? By replacing potato chips with grapefruit as a snack, you can 

lose up to 90% of what little joy you still have left in your life. 

 

Santa 
 

Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses. 
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A Thank You, an Update  

and a Couple of Requests 
 

The Thank You 
Very many thanks for all the crisp, biscuit and chocolate wrappers that you  

collect on behalf of Guide Dogs. 
 

The Update 
Gerri (Karen’s gorgeous black Lab/Retriever) is still in training but has been 

matched with a very busy lady who is totally blind and has not had a guide dog 

before. This makes the training process a little longer since they have to learn 

lots of routes together including different escalators. 

Lemar (Brian, Glynis and Susie’s yellow Lab/Retriever) has also been escalator 

trained and his potential new Mum is also totally blind. 
 

God willing there will soon be new paws in Church and in due time they will 

also become someone’s eyes. 
 

The Requests 
Please don’t be offended when the new paws are here and sometimes, we ask 

you to ignore the pups.  Lockdown and restrictions have proved hard for all but 

some good things have come from it, one being that the pups who didn’t get as 

much interaction from other people have found it easier to concentrate on their 

human handler and are not so easily distracted by other humans.  So, if  

concentrating on us is our and their homework/lesson, you will also be helping in 

a future Guide Dogs training by ignoring them unless you have checked with us 

that it is OK. 
 

Please keep the crisp packets, flattened if possible (as sadly we don’t have time 

to undo the pretty shapes and wrappers). We also take the wrappers that sliced 

bread comes in and used postage stamps. No need to trim them (any excess paper 

gets taken to the Scout collection in school lane). 
 

DOG BISCUIT packets are NOT collected. 
 

With grateful thanks for all your support. 
 

Karen, Glynis, Brian and Susie on behalf of 
Guide Dogs  
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Recyclable material may be dropped off with Glynis and Brian Worboys  

(please leave by the front door), 5 Butlers Close, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Essex 

CM1 7BE  01245 440540 
 

Please flatten any packets rather than screw them up, as it would be a great help, 

but no need to separate the items. 
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A series of beautifully illustrated full colour A4  
booklets depicting aspects of the fabric and history of 
St Mary with St Leonard’s Church, Broomfield,  
Essex. 
 

People and Stone 1 – ‘and the bishop expressed his  
approval’ - A brief architectural history of Broomfield 
Church to Chancellor’s restoration of 1868-71. The 
architectural history from the time of the  
Norman conquest to its Victorian restoration. 
 

People and Stone 2 – Church People – Stories in  
Monuments – A review of the monuments in the church 
– what the monuments are made of, the derivation of the 
stone and the lives of the people they commemorate. 
 

People and Stone 3 – Church Materials – a Deep  
History in Walls – Aspects of the use of cobbles in the 
walls of Essex and how they reflect local geology using 
Broomfield church as a particularly rich example. 
 

All proceeds to the Spire Restoration Fund 

People and Stone booklets.                Order Form 
Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________ Postcode ________________ 

 

People and Stone 1 – Architectural History     ________ copies @£7.50 each.      

People and Stone 2 – Stories in Monuments   ________ copies @£7.50 each 

People and Stone 3 – Church Materials          ________ copies @£7.50 each 

 

P & P £1.50 for 1 booklet, £2 for 2 or 3 booklets plus 50p for each additional booklet. 

I enclose remittance of £ _____ as a cheque made payable to “St Mary’s Broomfield 

PCC” 
 

Send order to: St Mary’s Church, Broomfield, c/o  2a Hearsall Avenue,  

 Chelmsford, Essex CM1 7DD 
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Local Electrician 
Broomfield 

 

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to 

come and do a small job? 

Extra Lights   Additional Sockets   New Fuse  Boards 

Rewires  New Installations 

Landlord and Homebuyer inspections 

 

Fault Finding and Repairs 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Qualified Electrician     Fully Insured 

Reliable Service     Tidy Work 

Free Quote    Flexible Hours    Reasonably Priced 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

I will assure you of a quick response, 

 and a reasonably priced service… 

 

Call Steve on: 

Mobile number 07943889979 

Home number 01245-443064 
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Crossword (answers on page 43) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 

1  Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10) 

7  David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during 

a  battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7) 

8  They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th 

   and early 16th centuries (5) 

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4) 

11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 

15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse 

   Edith ____ (6) 

17 Stormy (8) 

18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread, 

   was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4) 

21 Arson (anag.) (5) 

22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn 

   (7) 

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10) 
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 Down 

1  ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5) 

2  ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous 

   are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 

3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign 

   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 

4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and 

   joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8) 

5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7) 

6  ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’ 

   (Romans 12:1) (10) 

9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10) 

12 One who accepts government by God (8) 

14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) 

   (7) 

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 

20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people 

   from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4) 

K BOND BUILDING DESIGN 
Architectural Services for Residential Properties. 

Plans designed for Planning permission and Building Regulation  
approvals. 

Tel: 01245 248395 
Mob: 07770 558622 

Www.kbondbuildingdesign.co.uk 
E-mail: bndkevin@aol.com 
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Try our December Sudokus (solutions on page 43) 

 

Intermediate 

Easy 
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You  
to take a look at what we have and what we do. 

Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us 
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme 

 

If interested then contact either. 
Ian 01245 349212  Andrea 01245 269836  or John 01245 357177 

Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN. 
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BROOMFIELD COTTAGE GARDENERS’ SOCIETY 
 

All activities for the society are currently suspended 
due to the coronavirus outbreak in the UK. 

 

We will be in contact with our members, when activities can restart. 
 

Visit our website:  www.broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.co.uk 
 

STAY ALERT, CONTROL THE VIRUS, SAVE LIVES 
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    Treasure discovered 
      In Saxon Way! 
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Found at the end of the road 
DON’T BE LONELY 

 

Come and make new friends in  
convivial surroundings. 

 

ANY VILLAGER MAY JOIN 
Tel: 01245-268172 
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Children's Corner 
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Can you get through this maze? 

 
 

Children's Corner 
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA 
Treatment in the comfort of your own home 

Mobile 07754 700950 
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com 
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Answers to crossword on page 32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solution to Sudokus on page 34 
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CONTACTS 
 
Hon Secretary    Carol Knott          443363 
        25 Church Green CM1 7BD         
            

Hon Treasurer   Alun Powell         442842 
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Bible Reading    Margaret Ginn         440688 
Fellowship    
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Magazine Committee 
Editor      Rev’d. Carolyn Tibbott      440318 
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 The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard, 
serving God and the people of Broomfield  

yesterday, today and tomorrow  

for more details visit our website 
www.stmarybroomfield.org 


