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Prayer for the Month of March 
                                                       

 

Creator God and Saviour who chose in love to make this World, inviting us to 

share in its care, nurture and renewal. If there is one thing that last year taught us 

it is that life is unpredictable and fragile. Let us anchor our lives this Lent, in 

God, who makes all things new and is the same today, yesterday, and forever. 
 

What kind of world do we want to live in? This Lent we choose to join with You 

in the reconciling and healing of all things. Work within us Lord that we may not 

just talk of change, but bring it to others, your love shining out from our lives, 

your goodness reflected in who we are and what we do.  
 

We pray that if we each make one small step towards change it will make a  

difference. May this Lent be a time of renewal, forgiveness and change. 
 

Help us to listen to you, to hear you. What you wish us to be; to become; and to 

do. 
 

In your name, we pray that we may LISTEN. 

 
Amen 

 

Written by Chris Watson 

Cats & dogs 
 

Behind every cat that crosses the street, there is a dog saying, "Go ahead, you 

can make it." 

 

Dogs believe they are human. Cats believe they are God. 

 

The only domestic animal not mentioned in the Bible is the cat.  
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Greetings from the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends, 

 

As I write this letter there is still snow on the ground, although it is beginning to 

melt, and there are a few daffodils and crocuses coming through in sheltered 

spots. The weather reports are telling me that it is getting much warmer over the 

next few days, so I hope that by the time you read this it will really feel like 

spring is here. 
 

For those of you who remember Philip Howlett, we were privileged to be able to 

join his licensing as Associate Priest in the Benefice of Greenstead w Colchester 

St Anne in late January. God has a wonderful way of working his purposes out, 

as now Sue and Philip are serving as priests together in that place. Although we 

miss their ministry here still, it is good to be reminded that God is faithful and 

we wish them all the best as they continue to serve God. At the same time, I was 

busy working with Bishop John and Andy Mussell to ensure that he became  

Licensed as an ALP (Authorised Local Preacher) in this parish. Andy did  

introduce himself in the February Magazine, but I just wanted to welcome him 

into the role and thank him for offering his gifts to us in ministry. Andy preached 

his first sermon for us on the 14th of February and was able to join in the coffee 

morning afterwards. 
 

Sadly, on the 10th of February, I conducted Eric Rowley’s funeral, here in the 

churchyard. This service was only attended by his closest family members. Many 

of you will remember the Reader Ministry which Eric undertook here, he was a 

friendly face, always welcoming and encouraging. He will be sorely missed by 

many of you. 
 

March this year sees us focusing on the church season of Lent, a penitential time 

for Christians across the world, six weeks when the great celebrations of  

Christmas, Epiphany and Candlemas are well and truly behind us. A time for us 

to think about our place in the world, and the demands of being a Christian in our 

era. I hope that some of you were able to join one of the Lent Courses run by the 

Diocese, or a quiet day from Pleshey. 
 

It has proved incredibly difficult to make any plans this year but we are  

attempting to ensure that we provide all the worship we can during these trying 

times. By the time this magazine goes to print, we may have more idea of the 

plans we can make for Easter. For now though we are still working on the  

principle that all of our worship will be online, as least during March. 
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We will be holding a Zoom Family Service for Mothering Sunday, this will take 

place at 10.30am on the 14th of March. We do hope that you will join us. I am 

planning to have a basket of flower posies which will be blessed during the 

Zoom service, outside of the church door, for people to pick up during the  

afternoon, whilst you are out for a walk. 
 

On Palm Sunday we will do something similar with Palm Crosses, and if we are 

still in lockdown at Easter, then we will have Easter Eggs available after our 

online worship. 
 

I do hope that you will be able to join us at our Zoom APCM this year. The  
Annual Review is available for you to read online, but if you cannot access it 
and would like a paper copy, do call our PCC Secretary Carol, who will arrange 
for a copy to be sent to you. 
 

I hope you are all keeping well, that you will continue to keep lent as a period of 
study, reflection and prayer. May God continue to bless you and keep you safe.  
 

I can only reiterate the message I left you with in February, that we must  
continue to look forward, in faith, to a time, after Easter, when the resurrection 
will bring us all a sense of new life and hope. 
 

Carolyn 

 

From the Register of Services 
February 2021 

 

 
Funeral and Burial of Ashes Register 

10th February     Eric Arthur Rowley         (aged 78) 
17th February     Linda Cooke           (aged 63) 
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A Virtual Walk to Jerusalem 
Dear All 
   

We wanted to invite you to join us for virtual walk to Jerusalem. We are aware 

you may already have decided on raising money during Lent, but wondered if 

anyone would like to join us? 
 

We are walking alongside those who 

have to walk for water like Tiyamike, a 

14 year old who has to walk 4km to get 

water before she can go to school – and 

the water is not even clean! 
   

The distance to Jerusalem is 2,761 miles 

and we would like to raise 50p a mile – 

£1,380 for water aid. Many of us are 

walking at the moment – so let’s make 

all those steps count. 
 

We will be tracking how far we walk 

every week (we’ll let you know how we 

are doing this) and you can sign up for  

justgiving on our website. www.staugustinespringfield.org.uk We are hoping to 

celebrate on Easter day arriving at Jerusalem! 
 

Tiyamike says ‘The distance to the water source is very long. I wish we 

could have clean water in our community where I no longer have to wake 

very early simply to collect dirty water.’ 
 

Walk for children like Tiyamike, 14 years old. She lives in a remote village in 

Malawi. She has to walk to collect water every morning, which means she is of-

ten late for school. Tiyamike walks around 4km a day for water. 
 

Thanks 

Caroline 

Revd Caroline Brown Priest-in-Charge, St Augustine of Canterbury, North 

Springfield  

The Vicarage, St Augustine’s Way, North Springfield, Chelmsford CM1 6GX 

Facebook: staugustinespringfield Website: www.staugustinespringfield.org.uk 

Church email: infostaugustines@gmail.com – checked daily 

http://www.staugustinespringfield/
http://www.staugustinespringfield/
mailto:infostaugustines@gmail.com
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Readings for March 
 

Although we cannot meet to hear the word of God read in church, we can 

commit to reading the passages set for each Sunday. Carolyn will put a sermon 

on the website each week which relates to the readings listed. 
 

Sunday 7th March  Third Sunday of Lent 

        Psalm 11 

        1 Corinthians 1: 18 - 25 

        John 2: 13 - 22 
 

Sunday 14th March   Mothering Sunday  

        Psalm 14 

        Ephesians 2: 1 - 10 

        John 3: 14 - 21 
       

Sunday 21st March   The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

        Psalm 143 

        Hebrews 5: 5 - 10 

        John 12: 20 - 33 
 

Sunday 28th March   Palm Sunday  

        Psalm 118: 19 - end  

        John 12: 12 - 16 

Bend 
 
I got a package envelope in the mail the other day that had written on the front, 
‘Photographs: Do Not Bend. 
 
Underneath the postman had written: "Oh yes they do.” 
 

Knock knock 
 
A conscientious minister decided to get acquainted with a new family in his 
church and so he visited them one Spring evening. After his knock on the door, 
a lilting voice from within called out, “Is that you, Angel?” 
 
“No,” replied the minister. “But I’m from the same department.” 
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Hymn of the month 
 

Abide with me  
 

This hymn I have always found to be deeply moving. The words are so powerful 

and full of meaning. As our world continues to be gripped with the numerous 

effects of the Pandemic, it is so comforting to fall back on the promise that our 

God is there for each of us in good times and bad. We are always conscious that 

we are on this earth for a brief span of time with everything changing around us 

and out of our control, but in the words of this hymn “O Thou who changest not, 

abide with me.” We live out our fleeting lives here on earth with the constant  

re-assurance that one day we shall enter God’s kingdom and be re-united with 

our loved ones once more. 
                              

    Abide with Me, fast falls the eventide;  

    the darkness deepens, Lord with me abide.  

    When other helpers fail and comforts flee,  

    help of the helpless,  O abide with me. 
 

    Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;  

    earths joy’s grow dim, its glories pass away.  

    Change and decay in all around I see;  

    O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 

    I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;  

    what but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?                                                                                                                     

    Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?  

    Through cloud and sunshine, Lord abide with me. 
 

    I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;  

    ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.  

    Where is death’s sting? Where grave, thy victory?  

    I triumph still if Thou abide with me. 
 

    Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;  

    shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.                                                                           

    Heav’n’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee;  

    In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.  
 

(Henry Francis Lyte 1793-1847) 

John Pitts 

© hymns reproduced  under copyright license no: 270190 
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Letter from Scotland 
 

Dear friends 
 

I write at the outset of Lent although this will no doubt reach you later; today 

Mike receives his first Covid vaccine. Although the end is not yet clearly in sight 

we rejoice in this step along the way and I await my own turn, being just a little 

younger. I trust many of you have been along for your first vaccine too. And if 

you take up or let go nothing else during this Lent, having a vaccine when you 

are offered one is a gift not just to yourself but to the whole community around 

you.  And it’s a gift we in the UK are given with supreme efficiency and for free. 

If you are able maybe your Lenten gift to those for whom such a gift is not  

available could be a donation to the Christian Aid "pay it forward" campaign, 

whereby you can "twin" the vaccine you have received by paying for someone in 

a less wealthy country to receive one too.  

( www.christianaid.ork.uk/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine). 
 

The Church Times this week is full of quirky ideas for Lent as most agree this 

year is not one for too much in the way of self deprivation: we have lost so much 

in the last 12 months, enough to focus our attentions on what really matters, on 

God’s sustaining love for us in the hardest of times. So, one priest and his  

congregation are wearing odd socks throughout Lent. Rev’d. David Potterton 

writes " Lent is about a crisis of faith in which we wrestle with matters we  

cannot change and seek the strength to change the things we can. Its a reminder 

that life is pretty odd and we have to reconcile it".  
 

My church here in Dunbar is actively encouraging self-care through Lent as we 

are all feeling a bit battered. The plan is to take up one of the ideas on the poster 

below each day and love ourselves as we love our neighbours too. My plan is to 

read poetry day by day: the poem below is not from the book I am working 

through but struck me as apt for these days and I hope it speaks to you too. I am 

thinking of you all and holding you in prayer, particularly those with whom I've 

shared a Lent group over recent years.  
 

Yours in Christ,  
 

Anne 
 

 

http://www.christianaid.ork.uk/
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine
http://www.christianaid.ork.uk/
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This is the Time to be Slow 
 

This is the time to be slow 

 Lie low to the wall 

Until the bitter weather passes. 

Try, as best you can,  

not to let the wire brush of doubt  

Scrape from your heart 

All sense of yourself 

And your hesitant light. 

If you remain generous, 

Time will come good; 

 

And you will find your feet  

Again on fresh pastures of promise,  

Where the air will be kind 

and blushed with beginning. 
 

John O’Donohue 
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Book Review  
 

Living His Story by Hannah 

Steele The Archbishop of  

Canterbury’s Lent Book 2021 
   £8.99 (RRP 9.99) Free postage 
 

Committing to reading a book through Lent is good  

discipline and a pleasure. You may want to re-read a 

book that has brought you wisdom or comfort in the past 

or try one of the classics, but every year there are new Lent books published and 

this year there is a great selection of new books. Samuel Well’s an inspirational 

author has “A Cross in the Heart of God” there is “Rooted in Love” reflections 

edited by the Bishop of London Sarah Mullally and “The Way of Julian of  

Norwich” a prayer journey by Sheila UpJohn 
 

The 2021 Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book is Living His Story by Hannah 

Steele and focusses on an evangelism based on Love. Love of God for us and in 

turn our love and care for others. This is a sensitive, sensible book which fully 

understands the difficulties we face in sharing our faith in appropriate ways and 

she is honest about the realities of human weakness. There are stories from her 

own life and questions at the end of each chapter to get you thinking. 

“we assume that we have to see ourselves as the ones with everything to give, but 

the reality isn’t like that. In fact evangelism that barges in and assumes the 

Church has all the power and knowledge to bestow can do real harm. The  

problem with this perspective is it puts the focus on us and what we have to bring 

and not on the person we are encountering and what God is already doing. The 

Spirit is always constantly going before us. It is not the case that we are taking 

God to places where he is not yet present; we are simply following where he 

leads and invited to join in with what he is already doing” 
 

This is a readable, helpful book for all of us who have wondered how we should 

be sharing our faith. 
 

Sally Matthewson 

Chelmsford Christian Bookshop 01245 294405 

bookshop@chelmsford.anglican.org 
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Give me a sense of humour, Lord, 

Give me the grace to see a joke, 

To get some humour out of life, 

And pass it on to other folk. 
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People of the Bible  
Eli: 1 Samuel 1: 3 

Eli is best known for blessing a barren woman called Hannah 

who was desperate for a child. After Eli had blessed her, she 

had a son whom she named Samuel. Once Samuel was of age, Hannah handed 

him over to the care of Eli so that he could be taught to serve God.  The young 

Samuel lived with Eli in the tabernacle and each year his mother Hannah would 

bring him a new robe to wear. Eli continued to bless Hannah who went on to 

have more children to replace the child she had dedicated to the Lord. 
 

Eli was a Jewish priest living and serving God at the tabernacle in Shiloh, a city 

near the country of Ephraim. Although a devout priest Eli had two wicked sons. 

They also served in the tabernacle but were not in tune with God’s will and  

violated their position. Eli’s sons’ vile ways were widely known and reports 

were often given to Eli. Eli would scold his sons but, unfortunately, they just  

ignored their father and carried on doing just as they wished. It seemed that Eli 

didn’t want to be too hard on his sons so he turned a blind eye. However, God 

was angry and sent a prophet to Eli saying that if he didn’t take control of his 

sons then God would strike devastation on the household and that his sons would 

die at a young age. The prophet said that Eli and his family would then be  

replaced by a more faithful priest. Eventually the curse of the prophet came to 

fruition and not only did both of Eli’s wicked sons die in battle, but he also lost 

other members of his family. Eli was old and weak after serving around 40 years 

in the temple, and Samuel had been confirmed as a prophet of the Lord in Shiloh. 

When Eli learned of the death of both his sons, in great shock he fell and broke 

his neck and died. A very sad end for a devout priest.  
 

Point:  If only Eli had heeded the warning of God and taken control of his  

wayward sons. But like Jesus, who paid the price for our sins, it seems Eli had to 

pay the price for his son’s misdeeds. 
 

Opinion:  I tend to feel rather sad for Eli. From the readings taken from 1  

Samuel it portrays a kindly, thoughtful servant of the Lord who was able to bless 

others and help them fulfil their desires while being weak with those he loved… 

The problem is, I don’t think God wants us to be weak, do you? What do you 

think  e:  joan@grabawish.com     
  

Bible Study: If you want to know more about Bible classes here at St Mary’s 

speak to Rev’d. Carolyn or Rev’d. Diana. 
 

 Joan Vine    e:joan@grabawish.com 

mailto:joan@grabawish.com
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Stay at Home 
 

They said the world was closed today 

So I went to have a look, 

I found it with the shutters down 

And the phone was off the hook. 

So I stood there for a little while 

But no one was around, 

Then silence came and startled me 

With the most alarming sound. 

I asked him where the others were, 

And why the streets were bare, 

He whispered “Life had run away 

While death was playing there” 

“Oh no” I said “It can’t be true 

For life is not afraid” 

“But no one ever goes” he said 

“where death has ever played.” 

I understood and walked away 

As Hope was standing there 

With Courage in her afterglow 

And sunlight in her hair. 

She said “Go home to those you love 

This is no place to be. 

For if we walk these streets today 

Then no one shall be free.” 

She threw her light to lead the way 

And showed me where to go, 

The very road that life had gone 

Where the future flowers grow. 

Then death showed me another way 

But I didn’t want to look, 

So I stumbled home in time for tea 

And I read another book. 

It was called The World is Closed Today 

And the streets we shouldn’t roam, 

The first line said “Just please be safe” 

And the ending - “Stay at Home”     Anon 

 

Submitted by Glynis Worboys 
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Rev’d. Diana writes –  
 

Lent 2021 – a time to explore the Psalms 
 

During Lent our Wednesday afternoon Bible Study group is reflecting  

together on the Psalms. We are reading our favourites and discussing how 

these ancient songs and poems speak to us today. It is an activity that is  

well-suited to the Lenten tradition of self-examination and quiet reflection on 

our faith. (If you are interested in joining us in our Zoom sessions, just get in 

touch). 
 

The Psalms are a fascinating and moving read. This hymn-book of the Jewish 

people shows every human emotion from furious anger and deep depression 

through to unrestrained joy. The writers of these poems are not afraid to be 

completely honest and open with God about their feelings – they tell God  

exactly what is on their hearts. The people of Israel treasured these texts and 

Jesus would have known them intimately and would probably have been able 

to recite most of them off-by-heart. St Augustine taught that the words of the 

Psalms can all be heard as spoken by Jesus because Our Lord is Everyman, the 

representative human being who feels and suffers every human emotion.  

Jesus’ voice speaks to us through these words of scripture. 
 

Some of the Psalms are of course much better known than others. For  

example, Psalm 23, The Lord is my Shepherd, is familiar to most of us and we 

often hear it used at funerals. It expresses beautifully and simply our faith in 

God’s loving care for us, especially when we “walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death”. In these words we feel the presence of Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd, making us lie down in green pastures and leading us beside still 

waters and giving us peace. It is a Psalm of comfort and reassurance. 
 

The underlying purpose of the Book of Psalms, the Psalter, is praise and 

thanksgiving to Almighty God. Psalms would have been used in worship in 

the Temple in Jerusalem in the same way that we sing hymns in church. 

Psalms 120 to 134, the beautiful “Songs of Ascents”, may have been the songs 

of pilgrims making their way up the hill to Jerusalem to visit the Temple.  
 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the House of the Lord!’   

Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.” (Psalm 122) 
 

This Psalm really gives a sense of the excitement of pilgrimage to a much-

loved, holy place. 
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The ancient people of Israel were a pastoral people, relying on their flocks and 

fields for their wealth and well-being. Many of the Psalms therefore reflect this 

closeness to nature, seeing God as creator and sustainer of the natural world, 

showing His power and majesty through it. Psalm 19 speaks of God’s glory in 

creation – 
 

“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his 

handiwork.                                                                                                                                                  

Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.          

There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;                           

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the 

world.” 
 

The psalmist reminds us that even though nature has no voice, still its beauty 

and richness tell us about the glory of its Creator. 
 

The Psalms have much to teach us even though they were written in a very  

different time and world to our own. Our human fears and emotions remain 

much the same as those of our ancestors, and God’s mercy and goodness never 

change. Psalm 139 speaks of the way that God knows our hearts and minds 

intimately, having held us in being from the moment of our creation. 
 

“O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and 

when I rise up…                                                                                                                           

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my  

mother’s womb.” 
 

 The Psalms tell us of a deep and active relationship between God and His  

people. God is wholly involved in His people’s lives and they continually live 

in His presence and turn to Him in praise and prayer, telling Him about all that 

happens to them. We can learn from this picture of open relationship between 

God and Israel. We too can learn how to be honest before God and how to 

open our lives more deeply to Him. Lent is an opportunity to deepen our trust 

in God and share our lives more fully with Him. God always hears our prayers 

and is there beside us in all we think and do. Why not take some time this Lent 

to explore the Psalms? 

 

Rev’d. Diana 
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Woodbine Willie - 

bringing love with  

cigarettes and the Bible 
 

Here’s a ‘saint’ that the Church of England  

remembers from the 1st World War - the Rev’d.  

Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy MC, or ‘Woodbine 

Willie’, as everyone knew this popular, much-loved 

army chaplain on the Western Front. 
 

Studdert Kennedy (27th June 1883 – 8th March 1929) 

had been born in Leeds as the seventh of nine  children. After reading divinity 

and classics at Trinity  College Dublin, he’d studied for ordination at Ripon  

Clergy College, and served his curacy at Rugby.   
 

By the time war broke out in 1914, Studdert Kennedy was vicar of St Paul’s 

Worcester.  He soon volunteered to go to the Western Front as a chaplain to the 

army.  Life on the front line in the trenches was a desperate affair, but soon  

Studdert Kennedy had hit on a way of bringing a few moments of relief to the 

stressed-out soldiers: as well as good cheer he gave out copious amounts of 

‘Woodbines’, the most popular cheap cigarette of the time. 
 

One colleague remembered Kennedy: “he'd come down into the trenches and say 

prayers with the men, have a cuppa out of a dirty tin mug and tell a joke as good 

as any of us. He was a chain smoker and always carried a packet of Woodbine 

cigarettes that he would give out in handfuls to us lads. That's how he got his 

nickname. He came down the trench one day to cheer us up. Had his Bible with 

him as usual. Well, I'd been there for weeks, unable to write home, of course, we 

were going over the top later that day. I asked him if he would write to my 

sweetheart at home, tell her I was still alive and, so far, in one piece… years  

later, after the war, she showed me the letter he'd sent, very nice it was. A lovely 

letter. My wife kept it until she died." 
 

Kennedy was devoted to his men, so much so that in 1917 he was awarded the 

Military Cross at Messines Ridge, after running into no man’s land in order to 

help the wounded during an attack on the German frontline. 
 

During the war, Kennedy supported the British military effort with enthusiasm, 

but soon after the war, he turned to Christian socialism and pacifism. He was 

given charge of St Edmunds in Lombard St, London, and took to writing a  
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number of poems about his war experiences: Rough Rhymes of a Padre (1918) 

and More Rough Rhymes (1919). He went on to work for the Industrial Christian  

Fellowship, for whom he did speaking tours. It was on one of these tours that he 

was taken ill, and sadly died in Liverpool in 1929. He was only 46. 
 

His compassion and generosity in the face of the horrors of the Western Front 

was immortalised in the song ‘Absent Friends’: "Woodbine Willie couldn't rest 

until he'd given every bloke a final smoke/before the killing." He himself had 

once described his chaplain’s ministry as taking “a box of fags in your  

haversack, and a great deal of love in your heart.”   

St. Mary w. St. Leonard’s Church, 
Broomfield 

APCM and Vestry Meeting 
will take place on Sunday 7th March 2021 

by Zoom @ 10.30am 
Please Email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com 

to request the Zoom link 
All are welcome to attend 

The Annual Review will be available on our website 
2 weeks prior to the meeting 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

This year there will be some vacancies on the PCC 
Please do consider whether you would like to join the PCC 

and if you would like any further information about the work 
of the PCC please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Our PCC Secretary Carol Knott has                                  
Nominations Forms for those who wish to stand as PCC 

members. 
Votes will be held at the APCM 

mailto:stmarybroomfield@gmail.com
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BEING COVID 19 SAFE 
 

We continue to keep the church cleaned regularly and aired in accordance with  

Government guidelines. In order to keep within the Covid 19 safety  

requirements, only limited numbers of people may be in the building at any one 

time. A record of those who attend each time the church is open is required in 

case people need to be contacted, if someone who has been in church later shows 

symptoms of Covid 19 (new continuous cough, high temperature, loss of taste 

and/or smell). Therefore, if you wish to attend church you will need to make an 

appointment by calling (text or WhatsApp messages are fine too) the duty phone 

07464 321616 or by emailing stmarybroomfield@gmail.com. Whichever way 

you contact us, you will receive a response. If you do not hear back, please try 

again! 
 

These are the guidelines which we have had to put in place, in order to be 

Covid 19 safe: 
 

The maximum number of people allowed in this church at any one time is 29, 

which includes the ministers. 
 

We are providing re-usable masks for you to use whilst 

you are in the building, there are enough masks for one 

each. They are comfortable, breathable cotton, with 

three layers, in accordance with the guidelines. There 

are also ear-savers available in case you find the elastic 

uncomfortable behind your ears. You are asked to take 

them home, wash them (removing the filter before you 

do) and bring them back with you to use, when you 

come along again. 
 

There is yellow tape on the floor to indicate a 2m distance, please use this  

wisely. 
 

Some pews are roped off. Please only sit where there is a numbered seat. You 

will be told when you contact us which number to look for. 
 

As you enter the building you will need to sanitise your hands with the alcohol 

wash that we are providing. 
 

All the pew cushions and kneelers have been removed, for your comfort please 

bring a cushion of your own. 
 

You will not be allowed to light candles. 
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Although the toilets will be open, we will not be encouraging use of the  

facilities! 
 

Please enter through the main church door and exit through the hall doors (in the 

link). 
 

When you leave please do not gather to chat in groups in the grounds or in the 

car park. There is to be no shaking of hands, hugging or other physical contact. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT COME INTO THE CHURCH BUILDING IF YOU SHOW 

ANY SYMPTOMS OF COVID 19 EVEN IF YOU HAVE BOOKED TO 

COME!                      

 (new continuous cough, high temperature, loss of taste and/or smell) 

 

IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS AFTER ATTENDING 

THE CHURCH PLEASE LET ONE OF THE MINISTERS KNOW. 

Observations on modern life 
 

Common sense is not a gift. It's a punishment because you have to deal with  

everyone who doesn't have it.  
 

Save the earth. It's the only planet with chocolate. 
 

A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On my 

desk I have a workstation. 
 

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a cash advance. 
 

The journey of a thousand miles begins with a broken fan belt and a flat tyre. 
 

The darkest hour is just before dawn. So, if you're going to steal your neighbour's 

milk, that's the time to do it. 
 

Don't be irreplaceable. If you can't be replaced, you can't be promoted. 
 

A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 
 

When two egotists meet, it's an I for an I. 
 

A filing cabinet is a place where you can lose things systematically. 
 

Two choir members recently got married.  They met by chants.   
 

The most welcome guest is the one who knows when to go home. 
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Church Calendar March 2021 
 

At the time of going to print, we have just received information from the Diocese 

that all of our worship should remain online due to the levels of Covid 19 in this 

area.  I have, therefore, based this calendar on that advice and if restrictions are 

lifted I will  communicate our plans through email, and on our website and  

Facebook pages. 
 

Our plan is to continue to regularly uploading worship on to our website and our  

Facebook page for the foreseeable future. Every Sunday there will be worship 

provided through these mediums. 
 

Please do email a member of the ministry team if you have any pastoral needs, or 

if you just fancy a chat. We will continue to serve you in whatever way we can, 

whilst ensuring that we follow both Government and Church of England  

Guidance.  
 

PROVISIONAL CALENDAR 
 

Monday 1st March   St. David’s Day 

         7.00 pm Zoom Eucharist 
 

Tuesday 2nd March   4.00  pm Fun Faith by Zoom 
 

Sunday 7th March   The Third Sunday of Lent   

         9.30 am Eucharist online  

         10.30 am Zoom Coffee Morning 

         5.30 pm BCP Evening Prayer online 
 

Sunday 14th March   The Fourth of Lent ~ Mothering Sunday 

         9.30 am Eucharist online  

         10.30 am Zoom Family Service and Coffee Morning 

         5.30 pm BCP Evening Prayer online 
 

Tuesday 16th March   4.00 pm Fun Faith by Zoom  
 

Sunday 21st March   The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

         9.30 am Eucharist online 

         10.30 am Zoom Coffee Morning 

         5.30 pm Reflective Evening Prayer online 
 

Sunday 28th March    Palm Sunday   (Clocks change this weekend) 

         9.30 am Eucharist online 

         10.30 am Zoom Family Worship 

         5.30 pm BCP Evening Prayer online 
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Monday 29th March   Holy Week 

         7.00 pm Zoom Reflections 
 

Tuesday 30th March   4.00 pm Fun Faith by Zoom  

         7.00 pm Zoom Reflections 
 
 

for more details visit our website 
www.stmarybroomfield.org 
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The Gift of Encouragement 
 

“If your gift is ……to encourage, then give encouragement.”  (Romans 12:6,8.)  

 

Did you know that there is such a thing as “the gift of encouragement?” There is!  

The Bible says, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of 

us. If your gift is….to encourage, then give encouragement.” You don’t have to 

be talented or have a high I.Q. to demonstrate this gift. Every day you meet  

people in need of encouragement. They may not show it on the surface, but  

underneath they are struggling to keep their head above water. Some of them are 

at the point of despair and your words can lift them. Even a smile can do it. Job 

said “When they were discouraged, I smiled at them. My look of approval was 

precious to them.” (Job 29:24 NLT) Solomon said, “Anxiety in the heart of man 

causes depression, but a good word makes it glad.” (Proverbs 12:25)   
 

Don’t assume because people exhibit the trappings of status and success, that 

they don’t need encouragement. David was a best-selling author whose psalms 

are still read around the world. He was Israel’s most popular king. His victories 

in battle are the envy of every military academy strategist. However, he had days 

when he felt so low that he was reaching up to touch the bottom: “I am on the 

verge of collapse, facing constant pain.” (Psalm 38:17 NLT.)  It’s not just  

average people who need encouragement, best-selling authors, kings and  

generals need it too. Everybody does. That’s good, because when you have the 

gift of encouragement, you will never be without a job. So today be sensitive to 

God’s leading and when He prompts you to encourage someone, do it! 

 
Source U.C.B. Word for Today 

Paradise lost? 
 

A young mother stood in her kitchen and watched her baby screaming, her sons 

fighting, her daughter crying, the washing machine leaking, and the dog being 

sick. She sighed and said to her friend: “I sometimes wish I’d loved and lost.” 
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K BOND BUILDING DESIGN 
Architectural Services for Residential Properties. 

Plans designed for Planning permission and Building Regulation  
approvals. 

Tel: 01245 248395 
Mob: 07770 558622 

Www.kbondbuildingdesign.co.uk 
E-mail: bndkevin@aol.com 
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Recycled material may be dropped off with Glynis and Brian Worboys (leave by 

front door), 5 Butlers Close, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 7BE  01245 

440540 
 

Please flatten any packets rather than screw them up, as it would be a great help, 

but no need to separate the items. 
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A series of beautifully illustrated full colour A4 book-
lets depicting aspects of the fabric and history of St 
Mary with St Leonard’s Church, Broomfield, Essex. 
 

People and Stone 1 – ‘and the bishop expressed his  
approval’ - A brief architectural history of Broomfield 
Church to Chancellor’s restoration of 1868-71. The 
architectural history from the time of the  
Norman conquest to its Victorian restoration. 
 

People and Stone 2 – Church People – Stories in  
Monuments – A review of the monuments in the church 
– what the monuments are made of, the derivation of the 
stone and the lives of the people they commemorate. 
 

People and Stone 3 – Church Materials – a Deep  
History in Walls – Aspects of the use of cobbles in the 
walls of Essex and how they reflect local geology using 
Broomfield church as a particularly rich example. 
 

All proceeds to the Spire Restoration Fund 

People and Stone booklets.                Order Form 
Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________ Postcode ________________ 

 

People and Stone 1 – Architectural History     ________ copies @£7.50 each.      

People and Stone 2 – Stories in Monuments   ________ copies @£7.50 each 

People and Stone 3 – Church Materials          ________ copies @£7.50 each 

 

P & P £1.50 for 1 booklet, £2 for 2 or 3 booklets plus 50p for each additional booklet. 

I enclose remittance of £ _____ as a cheque made payable to “St Mary’s Broomfield 

PCC” 
 

Send order to: St Mary’s Church, Broomfield, c/o  2a Hearsall Avenue,  

 Chelmsford, Essex CM1 7DD 
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Local Electrician 
Broomfield 

 

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to 

come and do a small job? 

Extra Lights   Additional Sockets   New Fuse  Boards 

Rewires  New Installations 

Landlord and Homebuyer inspections 

 

Fault Finding and Repairs 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Qualified Electrician     Fully Insured 

Reliable Service     Tidy Work 

Free Quote    Flexible Hours    Reasonably Priced 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

I will assure you of a quick response, 

 and a reasonably priced service… 

 

Call Steve on: 

Mobile number 07943889979 

Home number 01245-443064 
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Crossword (answers on page 39) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Across 

1 The earth is one (6) 

4 ‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)  

7 ‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)  

8 The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth(Luke 2:1) (8)  

9 ‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus’(Philippians 2:5) (8)  

13 Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this(Luke 8:16) (3)  

16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)  

17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)  

19 Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8) 

24 What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8) 

25 The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)  

26 8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)  

27 Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6) 
 

Down 

1 Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell (Matthew 13:4) (4) 

2 Sexually immoral person whom God will judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)  

3 Gospel leaflet (5)  

4 Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing (Mark 9:18) 

5 Tugs (anag.) (4)  
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6 To put forth (5)  

10 Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)  

11 Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)  

12 ‘After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping — heel’ (Genesis 

25:26) (5)  

13 At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at Elisha’s request (2 Kings 

6:18) (9)  

14 ‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — three times that you know 

me’ (Luke22:34) (4)  

15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)  

18 ‘When I — , I am still with you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)  

20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)  

21 Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)  

22 Does (anag.) (4)  

23 The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s dream were this (Genesis 41:19) 

Booking your holiday on the net,  
changing your car or house insurance, 

or just considering a little retail therapy? 
 
 
 

• If you are then please consider using the easyfundraising route. It is easy, 

there’s no cost to yourself  and you will give the church’s finances a         

significant boost. 
 

• If you are interested in helping church finances in this way please contact me 

and we’ll soon have you up and spending. 
 

• Congratulations and thank you to the 31 members of the congregation who 
have used this method of raising money for the church. Give yourself a pat 
on the back. We have now raised £1,430 just by adding a few extra clicks of 
the mouse when doing on-line shopping, 

 

Alun Powell 
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Try our March Sudokus (solutions on page 39) 

 

Intermediate 

Easy 
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You  
to take a look at what we have and what we do. 

Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us 
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme 

 

If interested then contact either. 
Ian 01245 349212  Andrea 01245 269836  or John 01245 357177 

Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN. 
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BROOMFIELD COTTAGE GARDENERS’ SOCIETY 
 

All activities for the society are currently suspended 
due to the coronavirus outbreak in the UK. 

 

We will be in contact with our members, when activities can restart. 
 

Visit our website:  www.broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.co.uk 
 

STAY ALERT, CONTROL THE VIRUS, SAVE LIVES 
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    Treasure discovered 
      In Saxon Way! 
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Found at the end of the road 
DON’T BE LONELY 

 

Come and make new friends in  
convivial surroundings. 

 

ANY VILLAGER MAY JOIN 
Tel: 01245-268172 
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Children's Corner 
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Can you get through this maze? 

 

 
 
 

Children's Corner 
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA 
Treatment in the comfort of your own home 

Mobile 07754 700950 
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com 
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Answers to crossword on page 28. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solution to Sudokus on page 30 
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Fellowship    
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Assistant editor   Alun Powell         442842 
Committee     Peter Watson (advertisements)    440174 
        Margaret Ginn 
        Margaret Clarke 
        Trudy Stevens 
     

 



 

 The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard, 
serving God and the people of Broomfield  

yesterday, today and tomorrow  

for more details visit our website 
www.stmarybroomfield.org 


