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Readings for May 
 

These are the lectionary readings that we will use during May. If  you cannot get 

along to church, do try to read them and reflect on them on the days set. 
     

 

Sunday 1st May 

9.30 am    Eucharist      5.30 pm   Evening Prayer 

     Zephaniah 3: 14 - end       Psalm: 86: 1 - 8 

     Acts 9: 1 - 6           Isaiah 38: 9 - 20 

     John 21: 1 - 19          John 11: 27 - 44 
 

Sunday 8
th

 May        

9.30 am   Eucharist 

     Genesis 7: 1 - 5 and 11 - 18 

     Acts 9: 36 - end 

     John 10: 22 - 30       
 

Wednesday 11th May   
10.30 am   Mid-Week Eucharist  
     Acts 12: 24 – 13:5 
     John 12: 44 – end    
 

Sunday 15th May     

9.30 am   Eucharist 

     Genesis 22: 1 - 18 

     Acts: 11: 1 - 18 

     John 13: 31 - 35    
 

Sunday 22nd May 

9.30 am   Eucharist 

     Ezekiel 37: 1  - 14    

     Acts 16: 9 - 15     

     John 14: 23 - 29    
 

Sunday 29th May  

9.30 am   Family Service    5.30 pm    Evening Eucharist 

    Acts 16: 16 - 34         Psalm 67 

    John 17: 20 – 26         Acts 16: 16 - 34 

                  John 17: 20 – 26 
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Greetings from the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends, 
 

I could not believe my eyes, as I returned to my desk, in the week before Easter, 

to check the regular covid test I had taken before the mid-week Eucharist. Seeing 

two lines was a shock as I felt well and had even considered not taking a test that 

day! Needless to say, the amazing team here in Broomfield stepped up to the 

mark. And although some of the worship was slightly different from what was 

planned, all the services that we had advertised went ahead. Covid has not been 

nice! On Easter morning, 5 days on, I opened my back door and listened to  

people gathering at sunrise to worship our risen Lord. I was sad not to be joining 

you, but I had so many Easter prayers and good wishes pouring into my inbox 

and phone, that I did feel truly blessed. 
 

In May Rev’d. Diana will be retiring. Her last service is here on the 22nd of May 

and I do hope you will join us at 9.30am, in worship, and then in the Hall for 

cake. Diana has been a powerhouse of prayer and a true friend to me in ministry 

for most of my time here in Broomfield. She has known the parish all of her life 

and I have been grateful, so often, for her wise counsel. We will all miss Diana’s 

gentle ministry amongst us, but we do wish her well in her retirement and look 

forward to welcoming her back in the future. 
 

So as we continue to celebrate the Easter Season, I leave you with this reflection 

by The Bishop of Chelmsford: 

 

 An Easter reflection from Bishop Guli: 

 I love this time of year - leaves and blossom on the trees; the air full of the  

 sound of birdsong; and warmth beginning to return to the sunshine. Each and 

 every spring, it really feels like new life is on the horizon. The greatest sign of 

 that new life is of course the earthshattering and extraordinary event that 

 changed the world for ever – Easter Day – the most important day in the 

 Christian calendar. 
 

 We can’t of course have that new life - that happy ending - without the drama 

 and apparent tragedy of Holy Week: the triumphal entry of Jesus into  

 Jerusalem, while the crowds wave palms and shout ‘Hosanna’ to their king 

 and then just a few days later turn on him to shout “Crucify”; the intimate 

 meal of the Last Supper that Jesus has with his friends on Maundy Thursday; 

 his betrayal and trial; and his death in agony on the cross on Good Friday. 

 All is silence and despair; and darkness falls over the face of the earth. But                                               
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From the Register of Services 
April 2022 

 

Baptism Register 
24th April      Benjamin Ralph Paton-Smith 
 

Burial Register 
8th April        Claude Leonard ‘Len’ Windsor (aged 92 years) 
26th April       Iris June Budd        (aged 83 years) 
 

 Marriage Register 
8th April 2022     Ella Ward & Samuel Brazier 

 suddenly the light floods in again, and the silence is broken by the euphoria of 

 the discovery of the empty tomb and the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

 dead, just as he had promised. And in that moment, the world is transformed 

 for ever. 
 

 The message of Easter for us is that no matter how bleak life seems, no matter 

 how we feel we have let God down, no matter what we face in our lives, 

 God’s love for us is stronger than anything, even than death. This perhaps is a 

 message we need to hear more strongly once again after the devastation of the 

 last two years of pandemic. It is also a message we are called to share and live 

 out in the communities we serve. Through the good news of Easter, we can 

 hope, live and love again in the light and peace of our risen Lord, Jesus 

 Christ. 
 

 “Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son; 

  endless is the victory thou o’er death has won!” 
 

I look forward to seeing some of you at The Rutherford Project Launch on 30th 

April and at our services and groups. 
 

Wishing you every blessing  

 

Carolyn 
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The Film Club 
 

On Monday 11th April there was a change to the Film Club programme when 

Rev’d. Carolyn chose the film The Bucket List with Jack Nicholson and Morgan 

Freeman for the afternoon viewing. The main plot follows two terminally ill men 

on their road trip with a wish list of things to do before they die. Although a bit 

of a weepy, it did have a feel-good factor about it as both men realised the  

importance of family and reconciliation.  
 

The May film is the re-arranged ’What We Did On Our  

Holiday’ and stars Rosamund Pike, David Tennant and Billy 

Connolly. It is described as ‘Hilarious… British Comedy at its 

Best’. Look forward to seeing you on Monday 9th May for 12.30 

start.        

Carolyn 

SIDESPERSONS’ ROTA FOR 9.30 SERVICE IN MAY 

 

May 1st    Sylvia Edey    Yvonne Heaver 
 

May 8th     Alun Powell   Susan Garwood 
 

May 15th   Brian Whymark  Jennifer Whymark 
 

May 22nd   Doris Baker    Margaret Ginn 
 

May 29th   Rosalie Ritson   Charlotte Tew  

Collecting for Guide Dogs  
 
Although Guide Dogs are no longer taking crisp packets and wrappers to recycle 
for fundraising they are still collecting stamps, old UK or foreign money and ink 
cartridges. Donations can be left with us at: 
 

5 Butlers Close, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 7BE 
 

Tel: 01245 440540 

Brian & Glynis Worboys 
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Organ Refurbishment at 
St Mary’s 

 

“Music praises God. Music is well or better able 
to praise him than the building of the church and 
all its decoration; it is the Church’s greatest orna-
ment.”  Igor Stravinsky 
 

In 1926, in memory of his parents and youngest 

brother, Richard Clay gave Broomfield parish 

church an organ that was the prototype of that to 

be installed in the Chancel of Chelmsford  

Cathedral. Built by William Hills, Norman and 

Beard, this organ has a beautiful sound and has  

given enormous pleasure for nearly a century. Positioned at ground level, this is 

relatively unique and makes it particularly useful for teaching purposes.  

Although carefully looked after, with a rebuild after sustaining damage during 

the Second World War, an overhaul in 1975 and annual maintenance, by 2013 

we were warned that major cleaning and repair would be needed in the near  

future.  
 

Although already aiming to raise over £150,000 for the restoration of our round 

tower and spire, we accepted the challenge and started fundraising for this  

precious organ. This involved filling tubes with coins, sponsored slimming, and 

organising numerous concerts, amongst other things. With donations, we 

achieved over £17,000 before COVID shut down all our activities. Fortunately 

we were then blessed by receiving grants from a number of different Trusts and 

organisations and we give particular thanks to the following for their generosity: 
 

The Walter Farthing Trust  £5,000   ON Organ Fund      £800 

AllChurches Trust         £1,500   Tudwick Foundation  £3,000 

Garfield Weston Foundation £3,000 
 
 

Once the Faculty had been obtained and funding almost secured, tenders were 
requested from Andrew Stevens, Bishop & Son, and Holmes & Swift Organ 
Builders. The PCC was delighted to be able to instruct Andrew Stevens to  
undertake this work as he offered a sensible quote for the work on an instrument 
he already knew well from his annual routine maintenance. 
 

After Christmas 2021 the work began. This involved an initial check to ensure 
safety from any asbestos, then a complete dismantling of the instrument. Andrew 
described his work as follows: 
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Sources of funding 

 *grants, gift aid, other money raising, costs 

 
The organ was stripped down and all 975 pipes were removed and cleaned inside 
and out including the big 16ft pedal pipes which give the organ its bass. This 
then gave access to all the pedal chests and other actions which were all removed 
from the organ for re-leathering and re-setting of valves. 
 

The console had the keyboards and pedalboard removed for overhaul and all the 
large leathered actions that operate when the pistons are pressed (small white 
buttons above the keyboards) were  stripped of their perished coverings and  
re-leathered. The large leathered actions that operate when a stop is pulled out 
were also re-leathered and overhauled. 
 

The organ chamber was then cleaned inside from top to bottom, soundboards 
were cleaned off and inspected and new lighting was fitted not just internally for 
maintenance purposes but also to the console where old fittings did not meet 
with current regulations. 
 

When all the re-leathering had taken place, a long and arduous task as there are 
three leathered movements to each note on the keyboards, each controlling a 
valve, then all the chests and actions could be put back in place and tested  
thoroughly before all of the pipes were reinstated. Only now can the job of  
tuning and tonal finishing take place. This involves tuning the organ thoroughly 
and then checking each pipe individually for prompt and even speech throughout 
the compass of each stop on the organ. 
 

Case panels were then re-fitted and a new roof to the passageway manufactured 
and fitted so as to give much easier access to the pipework for future tunings. 
The access point into the instrument is now on the left hand side of the vestry 
entrance as you go through the door. 
 

  Concerts Tubes Donations Other * Total End Year Total 

2013 1,200.39   100.00   1,300.39 1,300.39 

2014 375.50 150.00 205.00 -345.00 385.50 1,685.89 

2015 899.62 643.03 299.00 235.51 2,077.16 3,763.05 

2016 1,697.75 661.00 2,581.25 651.00 5,591.00 9,354.05 

2017 1,347.00 558.40   115.55 2,020.95 11,375.00 

2018 1,836.68 436.20 136.00 1,000.00 3,408.88 14,783.88 

2019 416.00 169.00 1,713.50 45.50 2,344.00 17,127.88 

2020   182.00 640.00 5.04 827.04 17,954.92 

2021     676.01 7,300.00 7,976.01 25,930.93 

2022 (so far)     1,861.10 6,000.00 7,861.10 33,792.03 

  7,772.94 2,799.63 8,211.86 15,007.60     
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Andrew did not work alone but had a number 
of helpers including his wife, Lynn, who 
stripped down all the pedals and re-varnished 
them so they look brand new and even spent 
time shining up the brass music holders! Our 
sincere thanks are given to them both. 
 

Of interest, Andrew noted that the large pipes 

in the lady chapel should never have anything 

leaning up against them or close to them. They 

are interesting as past choir members signed 

them in chalk, signatures from the 1960s. 
 

The renovation also involved some electrical 

work which included lighting installation plus 

upgrading and checking of the organ electrics; 

this was carried out by Scott Thompson Elec-

trical Services Limited. 
 

The final cost for all this work is £37,895.20 - 

£36,943.20 for the organ itself and £952 for the 

electrical work. However, an organ of a similar 

kind would cost us £500,000 to replace. On the 

face of it that leaves the fund £4,103.17 short. 

However, it is hoped that a further grant can be 

obtained from the Listed Places of Worship 

body which provides grants to cover the VAT 

on big projects. If we were able to recover that 

£6,157.20 then that would leave the fund in 

surplus by £2,054.03 which could be used for 

future tuning and maintenance costs and,  

perhaps, music. 
 

A concert demonstrating the versatility of this 

organ and the clarity with which it now  

resounds is planned soon. All those interested, 

especially our donors, will be warmly  

welcomed to come and rejoice in the music 

with which this glorious instrument allows us to 

give praise to God. 

 
 

Trudy Stevens & Alun Powell 

Rev’d. Carolyn blesses the organ 

when played at the first service on 

Mothering Sunday 

Playing it for the first time  

following the renovation, our  

Director of Music,  

Jill Parkin, considered it to “feel 
like a brand new  
instrument - so magnificent!.”
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Who could imagine our organ was made up of so many parts?  

 

How was this ever to be put back together to create a functioning 

instrument? 
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Rev’d. Diana writes 
 

Not Goodbye but Au Revoir! 
 

May 22nd will be my last Sunday at St Mary’s as your Associate Priest. This 

month sees my 70th birthday and it is time to step back from ministry here – a 

ministry that has been richly rewarding for me in so many ways. 
 

There must be very few people who can say (as I can) that they have been  

baptised, confirmed, and have ministered as Reader, Deacon and Priest in the 

same parish church. St Mary’s Broomfield is truly my spiritual home and I am 

sure that it will remain that way wherever I go. I will always come home to 

Broomfield and there will always be a part of my heart here. To quote my  

favourite Psalm 16 – “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I 

have a goodly heritage.” 
 

This is the time for saying thank you and I want to thank Rev’d. Carolyn first for 

her welcome to me 10 years ago and for all her support and encouragement over 

the years. I want to thank too all the ministers with whom I have worked during 

my time here – Sue, Philip, Anne, Julie, Dawn and Andy – and not forgetting our 

Readers Emeritus, Mavis and Jennifer and our dear, departed Eric. You have all 

been an inspiration to me in your different ways and I am very grateful to you 

all. 
 

Lastly I want to thank all of you, the wonderful church members and friends of 

St Mary’s, for your never-failing support and enthusiasm. This is such a loving 

church community which is always deeply appreciative of its clergy and  

ministers and takes great care of them. When I returned here in 2012 I was 

doubtful about whether it was really a good idea but your warmth and  

understanding soon changed my mind and I knew that I was in the right place. 

God has blessed me here in so many ways and I am filled with a deep sense of 

thankfulness as I retire. 
 

At the moment I am not sure exactly what the future holds for me but I will be 

taking a break from responsibilities over the summer and see what the autumn 

brings. Of course, I will be watching closely to see how the Rutherford Project 

progresses and I will rejoice with you when we see our church tower and spire 

restored to their former glory. I am praying every day that many more people 

will come to appreciate our beautiful church building through this project and 

that as they come to know and love the building, they may also come to know 

and love Jesus through his family here. This is such an opportunity to reach out 
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Declare: “ This is working for me” 
 

“Our …affliction…is working for us.” 2 Corinthians 4:17 (NKJV) 
 

In a survey carried out in the U.S.A, pollster George Barna reported that two 
out of three Americans refer to themselves as ‘casual Christians.’ It’s an  
interesting term, but what does it mean? In essence it means uncommitted…hit
-and-miss…when I feel like it. But here is how Paul describes the Christian 
life: “We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us.” (v.7)  Note the word ‘treasure’. Paul treasured 
what God had put within him; he protected it, rejoiced over it and maximised 
it. Does that mean that the Christian life will be easy or trouble free? No, Paul 
continues: “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is 
perishing… the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light  
affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen. For the things that are seen are temporary, 
but the things that are not seen, are eternal.” (vs. 16-18.)  Notice that ‘our…..   
affliction…is working for us.’   
 

God uses life’s experiences - good and bad – to enrich, sharpen, deepen and 
stabilise you. And here is another important truth: what you believe and speak 
during difficult times determines the quality of your spiritual life and your  
future. “Since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, ‘I 
believed and therefore I spoke’, we also believe and therefore speak.” (v 13) 
So instead of seeing your situation as working against you, stand up in faith 
today and declare: ‘This is working for me!’  
 

 

Source U.C.B. Word for Today 

to the people of our village and beyond. 
 

I ask for your prayers as I move into this new phase of my life. Looking back I 

can see how God has been with me through the years, guiding and pushing me 

when my faith has faltered. If I have learned anything, it is to trust in God’s love 

and care in all circumstances and never to doubt His presence. God is faithful 

and will never let us down. Be assured that I shall be praying for you all as you 

continue to serve Christ together at St Mary’s. 
 

With love in Christ, 
 

Rev’d. Diana 
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MARCH 
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St Mary’s Ladies 
Group 

 
 

 

 

 

At our March meeting we welcomed Rev’d. Dawn, our curate, to give the  

Lenten address. Dawn spoke frankly about her feelings regarding the 40 days of 

Lent and that how, from a young age, she had always had a love/hate  

relationship with Lent. 
 

Dawn was brought up in a Christian household where Lent was observed but she 

always felt guilty about not being “good enough” when failing at her Lenten  

observance. One year, her church was encouraging the congregation to fast one 

day a week during Lent, but she found it too hard and succumbed to having an 

evening meal served up with” a large portion of guilt”. 
 

She gave the analogy of Lent being like a Spring Clean and remembered how 

her grandmother never stopped cleaning the house from top to bottom – but said 

sometimes it’s OK to clean one small cupboard at a time!  But always with God. 
 

Dawn recalled that just a few months after marriage her mother, who had been 

such a support to her, died at the age of 51. This and later when she was  

diagnosed with a pulmonary embolism and was totally incapacitated made her 

realise that she had to rely on family and friends for help and she then began to 

overcome her feelings of guilt. 
 

Dawn spoke from the heart and many of our members could relate to the  

feelings she expressed. She said she would like to address the Ladies Group 

again to tell us how she came to be ordained and we all agreed that we would 

certainly like to hear the rest of the journey that brought her to St Mary’s. 

 

Sue Cole 
Our next meeting is on 26th May at 2 pm when Stephen Norris will be telling us 

about “Life in the Wood Street Workhouse”  
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A Curate's Egg 

 

 On 8th May, the Church remembers and celebrates the life and work of the 

great mystic, Julian of Norwich, who was born in 1342.  Julian’s work is the 

earliest preserved by a woman in English.  Much of Julian’s life is unknown 

but what has been preserved is her work now titled Revelations of Divine Love.  

She was an anchoress in St Julian’s Church, Norwich (probably from which 

her name was taken as she is unnamed in her writings and personal details are 

sparse).  An anchoress was a female recluse who lived permanently in a small 

cell usually built against the side of a church.  The anchoress life was beyond 

hard – described by some as a living death - permanently confined in a small 

space. Part of the rite of enclosure was taken from the burial liturgy, the door 

being shut and sealed from the outside.  Julian’s life was a life of prayer and 

meditation, giving spiritual counsel to those who came seeking, and a life of 

self-martyrdom as she left the world behind and looked to God.  The date of 

her enclosure is unknown. 
 

Around the age of 30, Julian became gravely ill and, at the point she believed 

of her death, she received visitations or revelations from God.  On her  

recovery, she wrote down these revelations known as the ‘short text’.  She then 

spent the next 20 years reflecting and meditating on these revelations and 

wrote her reflections in what was known as the ‘long text’.  
 

Both texts are rich and deeply spiritual and have retained influence in Christian 

spirituality and theology despite the passage of time.  Julian focuses on the 

cross, on Christ’s suffering and understands her own suffering through the lens 

of the cross.  For Julian it is God’s absolute love that encompasses all and is 

the reason for all.  One of Julian’s visions was a small object, the size of a  

hazelnut, that represented all God had made.  How could such a small thing 

last? questioned Julian.  The answer, “It lasts, and always will, because God 

loves it; and in the same way everything has its being through the love of 

God.”  Julian’s reflection is God is the maker, the lover, and the guardian of 

everything.  For Julian, God’s love is at the heart of all theology – all things 

have their being through the love of God and God’s love stretches through 

eternity.   
 

“Very happily and gladly our Lord looked into his side, and gazes and said 

these words, ‘Look how much I loved you’” (Short Text). 
 

As this month we continue in our Easter season, moving towards Ascension 
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Day and to Pentecost, we celebrate with hosannas because Jesus is risen.  Death 

was defeated and Jesus reigns in victory as King.  But in our Easter Sunday  

celebration we also hold the suffering of the cross.  We preach Christ crucified. 

“For our soul sits in God in true rest, and our soul stands in God in sure strength, 

and our soul is naturally rooted in God in endless love” (Long Text, section 56). 
 

Rev’d. Dawn 

 

Prayer for May  
 

Dear Father in Heaven, 

As we thank you for May, this most beautiful of months, we are aware that not 

everything in your world is beautiful; not every attitude or action is beautiful, or 

kind, or just. 
 

There is so much pain and suffering in the world that we can sometimes feel 

overwhelmed. Help us, Lord to remember that Jesus came to bring all this  

brokenness together, to bring reconciliation and wholeness.  Thank you that by 

His life, death and resurrection Jesus overcame death for ever. Thank you that 

He ascended into heaven so that the Holy Spirit could come to live in believers, 

to give strength and power and resilience, so that Your work goes on. 

Thank you that nothing in all creation - no evil attacks, no illness, no human 

powers, no circumstances at all - can ever separate us from Your love.  
 

We will not be overwhelmed as we keep our eyes on You. We may not always 

understand, but we acknowledge You to be the Lord, who reigns over all - and 

we are thankful. 
 

In Jesus name. Amen. 
 

Taken from Parish Pump, a resource for Church Magazines and written by 

Daphne Kitching 
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Keeping the Parish afloat financially 
 

The Parish has benefitted enormously over the last five years from bequests 

and large donations. Between 2017 and 2021, the Parish received, on average, 

over £43,000 a year in legacies and over £12,000 a year in donations. In 2017, 

when we had no bequest, donations added £20,000 boosted by a single  

donation of £10,000! That has been marvellous for the Parish’s finances, of 

course, and we are extremely grateful for the generosity of those members of 

our congregation whose final thoughts were to support their local church. It has 

allowed us to double the financial assets in our general fund as well as help 

build up our spire fund in advance of the work which will be carried out in 

2022.  
 

The downside is, however, that when those bequests falter, as they did in 2021, 

then we struggle to keep our accounts in surplus. In 2021 bequest monies 

amounted to £23,084, £20,000 short of the five-year average. The situation was 

not helped by the continuing effect of the pandemic on money raising events 

and collections at services which, although an improvement on 2020, were still 

well down on pre-pandemic years. The money raising that did take place was 

also channelled towards the need to build up the spire and organ funds rather 

than general funds. Similarly, although donations were relatively strong in 

2021, more than a half was destined for the spire and organ rather than the  

general running of the church.  
 

The net effect of these factors is that, overall, the Parish posted a slight deficit 

of £4,368 in 2021 but with the general fund showing a deficit of £11,266 and 

the restricted funds a surplus of £6,897.  
 

There have been three main factors impacting on our finances over the last two 

years. The pandemic, of course, has had a major negative effect on income. 

Collections at services, money raising, donations and fees are all well down on 

pre-pandemic levels. That situation looks likely to continue for some time  

before normal service is resumed. Secondly, the need to boost the organ and 

spire funds has channelled resources in their direction rather than into the  

general fund. Both of those projects have been successful. Elsewhere in this 

magazine you can read about how the organ has been renovated and the money 

raised to do so. Project Rutherford is now progressing nicely with funding for 

that in place. The lychgate will need to be repaired this year and I am happy to 

announce that a new fund for that is already filling up. 
 

However, the third factor, the elephant in the room, remains. There is no doubt 
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that we have become overly dependent on bequests to make our accounts  

balance. And yet we simply cannot assume that we will receive that level of  

extra funding year after year. If there were to be no bequests this year our  

income would immediately be £20,000 down even on 2021 (when we were in 

deficit!) and push us even further into the red.  
 

A return to money raising, healthier fees, donations and collections will help,  

especially if there is less pressure on building up funds to maintain the fabric of 

the building. But these will only narrow the gap.  
 

Closing the gap will require something much greater. We are extremely grateful 

to all our parishioners who have supported the church in Broomfield financially 

during a very difficult two years but, if we are to get back to, and stay, in the 

black, we do need more members of the congregation to commit to joining the 

planned giving scheme and for existing members to re-examine their levels of 

giving on a regular basis. That has been happening in the last few weeks and 

thank you to those in the congregation who have done so, but the church belongs 

to all of us and we all need to take some responsibility to make it financially  

viable.  
 

Alun Powell 

 

We Are One 
 

Family Service 0n 29th May @ 9.30am 
St. Mary’s Church, Broomfield 

 

All are welcome ~ Please come and join us! 
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People of the Bible 
Elisha – 1 Kings 19: 16 & 2 Kings 5: 8  
  

Elisha was the successor of Elijah. Believing 

that he was the only true believer, God told  

Elijah to find Elisha and appoint him as his 

apprentice which he did… Elisha was  

ploughing in a field when Elijah called him and 

he left immediately and followed in the  

footsteps of Elijah until he passed into heaven. So humble and true to God was 

Elisha, that he turned his back on his former life forever and became a servant of 

God.  
 

Elisha’s ministry lasted for around 60 years. Elisha loved Elijah like a father and 

stayed close to him, and before Elijah died, he covered Elisha with his cloak  

signifying that he would take on the responsibility of bringing the people of  

Israel back to God. During his life as a prophet, Elisha would perform many  

miracles including some akin to those of Jesus, and the worship of idols would 

be banished. Elisha travelled widely and served as an adviser to kings, and  

became a true friend of the common people, both Israelites and foreigners.  
 

When the time came near for Elisha to be taken into heaven, King Jehoash was 

on the throne and so sad was the king that he visited Elisha and wept over him. 

Although little is said of the death of Elisha, other than that he died and was  

buried, there is much said about Elisha and his work in the Book of Kings and 

even in the writings of Luke 4: it tells of how Jesus spoke of Elisha. Therefore, 

looking into Elisha’s life it shows just how faithful and obedient he was to God’s 

call. 
 

Point: Although the bible character Elisha isn’t known very well by many  

people it seems that God did a lot of powerful work through him.  
 

Opinion:  I must admit that I didn’t know  much about Elisha before researching 

his life but I was truly taken aback by all the work and influence he had at the 

time of his ministry, and the way in which God chose him and worked through 

him. Did you know much about Elisha? Please let me know. 

e: joan@grabawish.com 
  

Bible Study: If you want to know more about bible classes here at St Mary’s 

speak to Rev’d. Carolyn, or Rev’d. Diana. 

 Joan Vine 

mailto:joan@grabawish.com
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Hymn of the month 
 

Lord of all Hopefulness 
 

Lord of all Hopefulness written by Jan Struther, is commonly set to the tune 

Slane, an Irish folksong. The melody being named after the Hill of Slane in 

County Meath. The words ask for God to be with us through each day from 

morning to evening. I feel that the sentiment of this particular hymn is so  

moving and beautiful. It gives us all a wonderful insight into our Lord and His 

life.  The tune Slane is also a beautiful melody to sing.  

.           
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  

whose trust ever childlike, no cares could destroy.      

Be there at our waking and give us, we pray,  

your bliss in our hearts Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe.   

Be there at our labours and give us, we pray,  

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace.                

Be there at our homing and give us, we pray,  

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  

whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm.   

Be there at our sleeping and give us, we pray,  

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 

(Jan Struther  1901-1953)    
 

Mike Farn                                                                                            
hymns reproduced  under copyright license no: 270190 
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Church Calendar May 2022 
 
 

Sunday 1st         The Third Sunday of Easter 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist with Baptism 

      5.30 pm   BCP Evening Prayer in Church 
    

Tuesday 3rd   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 
          9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      5,30 pm  Light Group ~ See page 25 for details 
            

Wednesday 4th
   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 5th      9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 
      

Friday 6th     4.30 pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 8th        The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist in church 

      5.30 pm  Evening Prayer online 
 

Monday 9th    9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church  

      12.30 pm Film & Lunch Club 
 

Tuesday 10th  9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      9.30 am  Friends with Faith in St. Leonard’s Hall   
  

Wednesday 11th   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church  

      10.30am  Mid-week Eucharist 

      11.30 am  Parish Coffee Morning 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.30 pm  NCMMP Council Meeting 

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 12th
    9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      2.30 pm  Friends of Broomfield Hospital  

          (St. Leonard’s Hall) 
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Friday 13th    4.30 pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 

  

Sunday 15th       The Fifth Sunday after Easter 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist in church      

      5.30 pm   Eco Church Service in Church Meadow 
 

Monday 16th   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church  
 

Tuesday 17th      9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  
           

Wednesday 18th     9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church  

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45pm*  Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 19th    9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 

      9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      2.00 pm  Beetle Drive in St. Leonard’s Hall 
       

Friday 20th    4.30 pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 22nd       The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist with Thanksgiving for Rev’d.  

          Diana’s Ministry 

      10.30 am   Refreshments served after the service 

      5.30 pm  Evening Prayer online 
  

Monday 23rd  9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 
    

Tuesday 24th      9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church  

      9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      9.30 am  Friends with Faith in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.30 pm  PCC Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall 
           

Wednesday 25th     9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church  

      9.30 am  Project Rutherford Meeting with Architect in   

          Church 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
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Thursday 26th    9.00 am  Morning Prayer in the church 

      9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      2.00 pm  Ladies Group Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Ascension Day Service in Church 
      

Friday 27th    4.30 pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 29th       The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

      8.00 am  BCP Holy Communion in Church 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist 

      5.30 pm   Evening Eucharist in Church 
 

Half Term 
 

Monday 30th   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 
    

Tuesday 31st   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 
          9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  
            

June 2022 
 

Wednesday 1st   9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church  

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm* Bell Ringing practice in the Tower 
 

Thursday 2nd      9.00 am  Morning Prayer in Church 
      

Friday 3rd      Time tba  Bell Ringing for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

          Church will be open for prayer and refreshments 

      4.30 pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 5
th

        Pentecost 

      9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

      5.30 pm  Celebration Evening Prayer in Church 
 

for more details, visit our website: www.stmarybroomfield.org 
or email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com for Zoom links 

*Bellringers 
please call Bell Tower Captain Chris before Practice sessions to check that 

they are going ahead      07730 796422 
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The objective of the “Queen’s Green Canopy” is for 

3 million new trees to be planted by the end of the 

2022 Jubilee Year. So - “Plant a Tree for the Jubi-

lee” was the challenge handed-out to our church 

members in March as we had taken delivery of a 

further 400 saplings to be planted as a continuation 

to the existing hedge line in the “new” churchyard 

meadow area. Native hedgerow species had been 

selected this time which were both wildlife friendly 

with their fruits and berries as well as providing autumn colour. Species included 

hazel, blackthorn, crab apple, elder, dog rose and rowan. 
 

Four planting sessions over two weekends in late March were supervised by 

Malcolm Taylor and Roger Cole. They were joined by David Marcus and  

members of the churchyard working party together with parishioners and scouts, 

leaders and parents from 1st Broomfield Scout Group and the Kraken Explorer 

Scout unit. Sue Cole provided hot cross buns and drinks and virtually all the new 

trees were planted and watered-in over the two weekends. The churchyard  

meadow area now has a “triple-row” hedge around its perimeter fence line and 

the church has contributed a grand total of over 800 trees to the Queen’s Green 

Canopy. 

Roger Cole 

Malcolm and I joined one of the tree planting sessions. Coats and gloves were 

soon discarded with the sun warm on our backs  The teamwork was tremendous, 

holes being dug by the strongest - though the soil was very hard. Tree whips, 

support canes, plastic guide covers and cans of water all supplied by willing 

hands. A big thank you to Roger and Malcolm T who worked tirelessly “out of 

hours” and to Sue Cole who kept us all refreshed with hot cross buns, tea, coffee 

and cold drinks. An enjoyable time of hard work and fellowship. 

Margaret Deacon 
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MY LAST YEAR AT SCHOOL 
 

They say that your school days are the happiest days of your life. For my last 

year at our local Secondary School that could not have been more apt. Returning 

after the Summer Holidays for the Autumn Term I found that I had been  

appointed a Prefect and, following House meetings, was voted House Captain 

and House Football Captain. The latter resulted in me being made School  

Football Captain and I could not have been happier. School Concerts and  

Dramas escaped me, I was more academic and sporting action than art, culture 

and creativity. 
 

Returning after the Christmas Holidays it was announced that the Head Boy 

would not be returning to school having found employment. I was summoned to 

the headmaster’s study and was ‘invited’ to be the replacement Head Boy for the 

remainder of the school year. I eagerly accepted: how much better could school 

life get for me?! 
 

Our school and house football teams excelled in competitions which made for a 

satisfactory season. The Summer Term followed the Easter break which meant 

Cricket, Cricket and more Cricket! I played for my house, the school and for the 

Romford and District School League against other local leagues, i.e., Barking, 

Dagenham and Ilford. With Athletics and Gymnastics also being enjoyed, every 

day was a pleasure. My studies did not suffer because of these sporting  

diversions: I got an A or A plus in all academic subjects. 
 

Sadly, for me, lurking in the background was the prospect of leaving school and 

having to go to work. At the time my father was employed as gardener,  

handyman and chauffer for a director of a London based Brewery. He  

approached my father and the conversation went something like this      
                                 

Mr. B: I understand that Brian is leaving school in July. Does he have any idea 

what he wants to do only we are looking for a boy for the general office. Do you 

think he would be interested? 

Father: Yes, he will take the job. 

Mr. B:  Don’t you think you should ask Brian?  

Father: No! he will do as he is told. All he wants to do is kick a football in  

winter, hit cricket balls in summer and climb ropes and leapfrog apparatus in the 

gymnasium. I cannot see him being of any use at all but, if you want to take a 

chance with him, that is up to you 

A C.V. TO DIE FOR!!! 
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That was it. My halcyon days were drawing to a close but not before the cricket 

team retained the league trophy and our house was cricket and athletics  

champions: a satisfactory ending to a memorable year. 
 

On Friday 22nd July 1953 at 4.00 pm I was Head Boy of Brentwood Secondary 

School. On Monday 25th July at 9.00 am I was Office Boy at The Cannon Brew-

ery, Clerkenwell. 
 

OH! HOW THE MIGHTY ARE FALLEN. 
                                              
                                                 To be continued……………………………. 
 

Brian Whymark 

Light Group 

~ Is Starting up again ~ 

For Children in school years 6 – 9 

A Christian Group where faith is explored 

Fellowship and Food 
 

Join us on Tuesday 3rd May 5.30pm 

All are welcome 

Join us in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Rev’d. Carolyn 

07464 321616 

stmarybroomfield@gmail.com 
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You  
to take a look at what we have and what we do. 

Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us 
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme 

 

If interested then contact either. 
Ian 01245 349212  Andrea 01245 269836  or John 01245 357177 

Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN. 
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Local Electrician 
Broomfield 

 

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to 

come and do a small job? 

Extra Lights   Additional Sockets   New Fuse  Boards 

Rewires  New Installations 

Landlord and Homebuyer inspections 

 

Fault Finding and Repairs 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Qualified Electrician     Fully Insured 

Reliable Service     Tidy Work 

Free Quote    Flexible Hours    Reasonably Priced 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

I will assure you of a quick response, 

 and a reasonably priced service… 

 

Call Steve on: 

Mobile number 07943889979 

Home number 01245-443064 
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Crossword (answers on page 39) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Across 

1  Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11) 

9  ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7) 

10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’ (Exodus 32:27) (5) 

11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple was torn from— to bottom 

(Matthew 27:51) (3) 

13 Stagger (Isaiah 28:7) (4) 

16 ‘Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought——and doesn’t do it, 

sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2) 

17 Stir up or provoke (Acts13:50) (6) 

18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4) 

20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our transgressions from 

us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4) 

21 Sign (Luke23:38)(6) 

22 ‘After that, Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ 

feet’ (John 13:5) (4) 

23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in 

Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4) 

25 Has(anag.)(3) 
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28 ‘This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5) 

29 ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 

51:39) (4,3) 

30 Paul said of him, 'he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 

Timothy 1:16) (11) 
 

Down 

2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5) 

3  ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4) 

4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke 

2:13) (4) 

5  Slip (anag.) (4) 

6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become 

your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4) 

7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11) 

8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11) 

12 Acquire(2 Timothy2:10)(6) 

14 Container cover (Numbers 19:15) (3) 

15 ‘He...became obedient to death, even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5) 

19 Refrain(1 Peter 2:11) (7) 

20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’ (Luke 7:38) (3) 

24 One who worships Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva (5) 

25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’ (Luke 6:30)(4) 

26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills; where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) 

(4) 

Parking space 
 

Angus was driving down the street worried because he had an important meeting 

and couldn't find a parking place. So, looking up toward heaven, he said "Lord, 

take pity on me. If you find me a parking place I will go to church every Sunday 

for the rest of my life and give up whisky."  A moment later, miraculously, a 

parking place appeared.  Angus looked up again and said, "Never mind. I found 

one." 
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Try our May Sudokus (solutions on page 39) 

 

Intermediate 

Easy 
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    Treasure discovered 
      In Saxon Way! 
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Found at the end of the road 
DON’T BE LONELY 

 

Come and make new friends in  
convivial surroundings. 

 

ANY VILLAGER MAY JOIN 
Tel: 01245-268172 
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Children's Corner 
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Can you get through this maze? 

 

 

Children's Corner 
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA 
Treatment in the comfort of your own home 

Mobile 07754 700950 
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com 
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Answers to crossword on page 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solution to Sudokus on page 30 
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