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Readings for November 
 

These are the lectionary readings that we will use during November. If  you 

cannot get along to church, do try to read them and reflect on them on the days 

set. 
 

Sunday 6th November 

9.30 am Parish Eucharist       5.30 pm Evening Prayer 

   Psalm 122         Psalm: 122 

   Ephesians 2: 19 - end      Ephesians 2: 19 - end 

   John 10: 22 - 29       John 10: 22 - 29 
 

Wednesday 9th November 

10.30 am Mid-Week Eucharist 

   Titus 3: 1 - 7 

   Luke 17: 11 - 19 
 

Sunday 13th November    

8.00 am Holy Communion      10.50 am Remembrance Service 

   2 Thessalonians 3: 6 - 13    Isaiah 40: 28 - 31 

   Luke 21: 5 - 19 
    

Sunday 20th November  

9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

   Jeremiah 23: 1 - 6 

   Colossians 1: 11 - 20 

   Luke 23: 33 - 44 
 

Sunday 27th November 

8.00 am Holy Communion      9.30 am Family Service   

Isaiah 2: 1 - 5           Isaiah 2: 1 - 5 

Matthew 24: 36 - 44         Matthew 24: 36 - 44 
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Greetings from the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends, 
 

You will receive this magazine just a couple of days before the end of October, 

so you may well be reading this just before, or on, Halloween. I find this festival 

to be deeply disturbing in the way that it is celebrated today by so many. There 

are elements of fear and dread, all things scary, which in these times which we 

are living through are surely not good for the soul! 
 

I have never liked to be scared. I would never choose to watch a horror movie. 

Even some of the trailers and adverts during other programs I find disturbing. So 

a whole festival that is designed to frighten people is, to my mind, quite  

unnecessary. Yet, Halloween has always been recognised across the world and, 

in many different cultures, people hold a time of remembering the dead. In the 

western Christian culture, these are the Festivals of All Saints and All Souls. The 

day before, the 31st of October, is quite properly known, as ‘All Hallows Eve’. 

So, if you do not like the way that Halloween is being celebrated, do make a 

point of celebrating in your own way. Light a candle, say some prayers and  

remember those who now rest in God’s peace. Here is a prayer that you might 

like to use. It is from the Church of England Website: 
 

Lord, tonight, We will face all that most concerns us: 

our fears, the shadowed places of the mind; 

the coming of winter darkness; 

the cold thin place between waking and sleep. 
 

We call to mind the powerless, the lonely, 

those who most fear the knock at the door; 

all those deceived by the world’s empty promises; 

all those cowed by menaces or threats. 
 

We stand with those weak in body, mind or spirit 

and those seduced by treats or hurt by tricks. 

Lord, your light shines into every darkness. 

You told us: pray ‘deliver us from evil’. 
 

Your Spirit gives us hope, gives us courage, 

a candle in the window unhurt by the wind. 

Amen 
 

The last Sunday in October and the first 3 in November are collectively known 
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From the Register of Services 
October 2022 

 

Wedding Register 
8th October     Lisa Natrass and Steven Kingham 

in Church as ‘The Kingdom Season’. We give thanks to God for those we have 

loved, who have died and who now rest in His nearer presence. During the  

weekend of All Saints and All Souls we will be holding our Bereavement  

Service, a time to remember, at 3pm on Sunday 30th October. If you have been 

bereaved in the last two years you will have received an invitation to this service, 

but, even if you don’t have a letter, do come along. There will be an opportunity 

to name those who have died and light a candle in their memory. 
 

We then hold Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Services in church and at the 

War Memorial on the Green, an opportunity to remember those who have paid 

the ultimate sacrifice in war. Finally, on the 20th of November, we celebrate 

Christ as King of Heaven and Earth. As we come to the end of the liturgical year, 

we give thanks that Jesus overcame sin and death and intercedes for us at God’s 

right hand. By the end of November, we are back at the beginning, as we move 

into Advent, preparing our hearts and minds for the Christ Child to be born in 

our hearts again at Christmas.  
 

As the nights draw in be of good courage, keep the lights on and pray often. 

I do hope that you will be able to join us as we worship God and I look forward 

to seeing you soon. 
 

Wishing you every blessing  
 

Rev’d. Carolyn 

SIDESPERSONS’ ROTA FOR 9.30 SERVICE IN NOVEMBER 
 

6th November   Charlotte Tew  Rosalie Ritson 

13h November  Alun Powell  Susan Garwood 

20th November  Doris Baker   Margaret Ginn 

27th November  Sylvia Edey   Yvonne Heaver 
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Prayer for November  
Loving Father, 
 

Here we are in November, the month of short days and mist and remembering.  

And this year we have so much to remember. The year our Servant Queen left 

us and came to be with you, the King of Kings she had served so faithfully.  

Remembering celebration and sadness Lord, as we thank you for Queen  

Elizabeth, but looking forward too as we prepare for Advent.  
 

As we work towards Christmas, yes, we remember your coming as a baby in 

Jesus, but even more reassuring in these difficult times we can hold on to your 

promise that You will come back again as our glorious King, when there will be 

no more death or mourning, crying or pain - when You will make all things 

new, when all shall be well! 

Come Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 

Taken from Parish Pump, a resource for Church Magazines and written by 

Daphne Kitching 

The Film Club 
Our film for October was the ‘Rabbit Proof Fence’, a powerful true story of 

hope and survival.  At a time when it was Australian government policy to 

train aboriginal children as domestic workers and integrate them into white 

society, young Molly Craig decides to lead her little sister and cousin in a  

daring escape from their internment camp.  Molly and the girls, part of which 

would become known as Australia’s “Stolen Generations” must then elude the 

authorities on a dangerous 1,500 mile adventure along the Rabbit Proof Fence 

that bisects the continent and will lead them home. 
 

Molly and her little sister managed to reach freedom  

whereas their cousin gave up and handed herself over to the 

authorities.  Their most touching plight and unparalleled 

courage are a beautiful testament to the undying strength of 

the human spirit. 
 

The film for November is ‘The Invisible Woman’.  It invites 

us to ‘Discover the story of Charles Dickens’ secret love’. 
 

Hope to see you on Monday 14th November at 12.30pm.         

  Peter Baker 
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Eco Church   

As we continue our Eco Church journey, we are  

 encouraged to limit our waste and adhere to the good 

old environmental principles of reduce, re-use and 

recycle! These are ways we can limit the amount of 

the Earth’s resources and energy that we use, and the 

amount of waste which we produce everyday.  
 

At the feeding of the 5,000 when everyone had eaten their fill Jesus instructed 

his disciples to “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 

John 6:12  We don’t get told what they are going to use them for but we  

certainly know that it is important to Jesus that they are not wasted.  
 

Reduce 

Reduce is the first on the list, the best and most important way of minimising our 

impact on the Earth’s environment. It means that we try to reduce the amount of 

materials and resources such as fuel and water that we use. We have all heard 

lots of talk in recent months about our need to reduce our energy consumption. 

This, however, has mostly been talked about from a financial perspective – use 

less to save money. Saving money is clearly important, especially in these tough 

financial times. However we should also be encouraged by knowing that the less 

energy we use the better it is  for the environment. A win, win! 
 

We can reduce in many ways. We can buy less, not buy items that we don’t  

need, try and repair things instead of buying new, try to not buy and use single 

use items such as straws, plastic cups and drinks in plastic bottles, try to avoid 

buying items in excessive packaging. I’m sure you can all think of many more.  
 

Re-use 

If we have items that we no longer use, need or want, but are still in good  

working order or are usable, it’s good to find a way for them to be re-used rather 

than thrown away and ending up in landfill. We can do this by:  

* Selling the item locally, through newspapers or one of the many online  

   selling websites (e.g. Ebay, Facebook), or at a car boot or table top sale.  

* Giving it to a friend who needs the item or to someone else who can use the      

item instead.  

* Donating it to a charity shop where it can be sold to raise money for a good 

cause. 

* Upcycling the item i.e. make the item into something else completely that 

you can use instead.  
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* Buying second hand instead of buying new or borrowing or hiring the item  

   instead if it’s for one off use. 
 

Recycle 

Chelmsford is one of the better councils for allowing us to recycle our waste or 

unwanted/broken items. However, when we send an item for recycling the  

processing that it then needs to undergo still requires time, energy and cost. 

Therefore, an item should ideally only be sent for recycling if there is no other 

way that it can be re-used or repaired. It is the last principle on the list because it 

is the least useful of the three ways of reducing your impact on the planet. Yet it 

is still vastly better than sending waste to landfill. You can also support this 

whole system by sourcing items to buy that have been made from recycled  

materials.  
 

So, if you want to minimise the impact that your lifestyle has on God’s Earth, 

you can do this by considering all of the ‘Three R’s’. Reduce the amount of  

materials that you consume, re-use items that can still be used and then ensure 

that any item that is recyclable is sent for recycling when its useful life is over. 
 

Prayers for November  

This month’s Charity is not only a worthy cause to pray for but also a good  

resource for all of us to use when thinking about the ‘three Rs’ above. It’s The 

Re-use Network which supports re-use charities across the UK to help them  

alleviate poverty, reduce waste and tackle climate change. By supporting a  

network of charitable re-use organisations, they help their members to connect 

with the most isolated and vulnerable members of their communities. They drive 

the message of re-use, creating a sustainable, supportive network that strives to 

help the poorest in our society build a brighter and better future for themselves.  

To date their work has helped them redirect 50,574 tons of waste from landfill; 

saved 54,355 tons of CO2 waste; and support 652,098 low-income households.  
 

If you would like further information on the work of this charity, please visit 

www.reuse-network.org.uk and hold the invaluable work that this charity does 

and the communities that they serve in your prayers. Let us know too if you have 

any suggestions for an environmental charity to pray for.  
 

Rachel Butterworth  
(rachelabutterworth@gmail.com; 01245 616263; 07799 890306) and the rest of 

the Eco Team, Sarah Clark, Sheila Hasler, Yvonne Heaver, Karen Paxton, Kathy 

Rouse and Glynis Worboys – we’re always here to help and happy to hear any 

ideas about how we can continue on our Eco Church journey, so please get in 

touch.  

http://www.reuse-network.org.uk
mailto:rachelabutterworth@gmail.com
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AN INTER-COMPANY  
FOOTBALL MATCH 

 

In my mid fifties I was employed in the Admin Department of a Print and  

Communications Company. Like many organisations there was friendly rivalry 

between sections of the company, none more so than between the Printers and 

the Office!  Away from work this manifested itself with various events, quiz 

nights, tenpin bowling, cricket and the eagerly anticipated Football Match. 

With my playing days long behind me I went along as a spectator looking  

forward to a leisurely afternoon. The match was about to start when the players 

realised they did not have a Referee! Casting their eyes on the spectators they 

spotted me and, wearing black jogging bottoms and a black sweatshirt, decided 

that at least I looked the part! I reluctantly said yes but reminded the players that 

I was not completely au fait with current rules. With whistle (and heart!) in 

mouth, ‘battle’ commenced! 
 

In the course of the first 45 minutes my parentage, my eyesight and my  

intelligence were questioned at regular intervals. Shortly before half-time a  

particularly vicious verbal attack on me by a guest player provoked my response. 

Thrusting the whistle into his hand I said, ‘As you seem to know so much, you 

can do it’ and walked off. This provoked anguished cries from the players, ‘you 

can’t just walk off’. I retrieved the whistle and blew it signalling halftime. 

During the interval I spoke to the players and reminded them that it was over 

twenty years since I last played and there had been changes in the way the game 

was refereed. 
 

I confessed that I was not the best of referees but reminded them that as players 

they were not that good either! Their illegal tackles were because they were too 

slow and they seemed more intent in kicking their opponent than kicking the ball 

and if they wished me to officiate for the final 45 minutes then they should play 

the game in the proper spirit…and I did not need any further reminders of my 

shortcomings. Happily, the remainder of the game was completed in a  

reasonably civilised manner. Listening to the match post-mortem by the players 

and having tea and cakes provided by the wife of one of the goalkeepers was the 

only enjoyment I derived from my Sunday afternoon. A few hours later having 

tea with my deaf, slightly disabled Mother-in-Law was blessed relief! 

I never refereed another football match. 
 

Brian Whymark 
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God is still on the Throne 

“My thoughts are not like your thoughts.”           ( Isaiah 55:8    NCV) 
 

God said, “My thoughts are not like your thoughts… Just as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my…thoughts higher than your thoughts” (Isaiah 

55:8-9 NCV). Until you come to terms with the fact that God doesn’t think 

like you, you will question His ways and even doubt His love. We try to avoid 

pain, but often God uses it to bring us peace. We want comfort, but He is more 

interested in character. We pursue stuff that doesn’t last, whereas He tells us to 

build our lives on that which endures for eternity. The fact is, Gods dwells in a 

dimension we can’t begin to fathom: Solomon said, “No one can really build a 

house for our God. Not even the highest of heavens can hold Him.”  

 (2 Chronicles 2:6 NCV).  What controls you doesn’t control God and what 

worries you doesn’t worry Him.                                              
 

Ask yourself: is an eagle agitated by traffic?  No he soars above it. Is a whale 

disturbed by a hurricane? Of course not, he dives beneath it. Is a lion flustered 

by a mouse standing in its way? No, he walks over it.  How much more is God 

able to soar above, dive beneath and walk over the troubles of the earth?                                                    

What is impossible with man is possible with God. ( see Matthew 19:26)  God 

can be everywhere at once and He can hear and answer all the prayers that 

come to Him. Think about it: God works according to a plan and a purpose. 

He’s on the throne and in control of everything – yet He still watches over 

every detail of your life. Let that truth comfort you today.   
 

Source U.C.B. Word for Today 

Prison quartet 
 

While I was a guest preacher in a rural church, they announced that their prison 

quartet would be singing at the evening service.  
 

I wasn't aware there was a prison in the vicinity, and so looked forward to  

hearing them. That evening I was puzzled when four members of the church  

sheepishly approached the stage.  
 

Then the choir master introduced them. "This is our prison quartet," he said with 

a grin, "always behind a few bars, and looking in vain for the key." 
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A Curate's Egg 

 

In June of this year the 40th anniversary of the Falklands conflict was  

commemorated across the nation, and we will continue to remember those 

who were involved, died, or injured during that conflict, and others, on 

Remembrance Sunday this month.  And, of course, we will be holding  

Remembrance Sunday this year in the shadow of the ongoing conflict in 

Ukraine.  Whilst most of us have not been directly affected by this current 

conflict, in terms of being within the fighting, we may have opened our homes 

to refugees, been involved in supporting others who have or given to the  

various collections of aid.    
 

And with the darkening nights and the array of Halloween costumes and  

decorations in our shops, it is easy to feel a little gloomy at this time of year.  

So, let me share a story of light that is an update on our Light Group. Light 

Group meets once a month and is for young people between 10 and 14 years 

of age.  It is a safe space for them to think about who God is, what the 

Christian faith is about, ask questions and talk with peers.  We have 8  

wonderful young people who have been coming along and it has been a joy to 

see them making friends.  It has also been a joy to listen to their conversations 

and be challenged by some of their questions about God and faith.  Please can 

I ask you to pray for the members of our Light Group; pray for them as they 

think about what being a Christian is all about. 
 

When we listen to the news, and when we turn our minds to remember those 

lost in war and conflict, it is so easy to become despondent.  Jesus, our  

Incarnate God, knows what being human is; he knows our pain and suffering, 

our fears, and anxieties.  Jesus, God with us, shines his light into the darkest 

places.  The good news story of our Light Group and this small but faithful 

group of young people is one to celebrate.  God’s light shining out from them 

as they begin their journeys of faith.  And God shines in each one of us, even 

in those darkest of places we keep hidden. 
 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it”  

(John 1:5) 

 

Rev’d. Dawn 
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Hymn of the month 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus  
 

I first sang this hymn in White Roding Congregational Church Sunday School 

and there I came to know Jesus as my Friend. I lived at Abbess Roding and  

attended church with my family. The Vicar had five village churches to care for, 

little time for Sunday school, so with my sisters, I cycled 2 miles to the next  

village.                                                                                                                
 

The words of ‘What a Friend we have in Jesus’ were written by Joseph M. 

Scriven. Joseph emigrated to Canada from Ireland after the death of his fiancée. 

He joined the Plymouth Brethren and preached at a Baptist church. In 1855, 

when his Mother was ill in Ireland, Joseph sent her the words as a poem of  

comfort. Some years later, this poem was set to music by composer Charles C. 

Converse an American attorney. It was published in 1870.  The words are  

inspired by Philippians 4:6.  “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made know to God.”  
                                    

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!                                                   

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!                                                                       

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,                                                                 

all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?                                                              

We should never be discouraged: take it to the Lord in prayer!                                                               

Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share?                                             

Jesus knows our every weakness – take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care?                                                          

Jesus only is our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer!                                                                     

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer!                                              

In His arms he’ll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

(Joseph M. Scriven 1819-1886 & Charles C. Converse 1832-1918) 
 

Margaret Deacon 

hymns reproduced  under copyright license no: 270190 
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Congratulations  

Rev’d. Dawn 
Dawn was ordained Priest, here in 

Broomfield on Saturday 1st October, 

along with 4 other curates. Bishop John 

led the service and Archdeacon Elizabeth 

preached. It was a lovely sunny day and 

all the new Priests felt very blessed to be 

so well supported. 
 

My thanks to Jill and the choir for the 

amazing music; Susan and the team of 

stewards for making everyone feel so wel-

come; Andy, Heidi and Amber for mak-

ing sure the whole church was sparkly 

and smelt beautiful. 
 

Rev’d. Dawn presided at the Eucharist the following day and I know everyone 

felt in very safe hands. We gave Dawn a gift of an engraved Chalice and Patten. 
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St Mary’s Ladies Group 
 

Our September meeting, which was held three days after Queen Elizabeth’s  

funeral, started with a poem and prayers read by Sue Cole. The poem was the 

poet laureate Simon Armitage’s double acrostic tribute to the Queen and we 

heard prayers for the start of the autumn and for King Charles III. 
 

The booked speaker had cancelled but we had a most entertaining afternoon. 

Members were asked beforehand to come supplied with any experience or  

memorabilia related to the Queen and Royal Family. 
 

We started with two members who had actually shaken hands with the Queen, 

one, aged seventeen, at a Royal Garden Party and the other, aged nine, at the 

Royal Albert Hall whilst presenting a donation from her church. 
 

Two other ladies  had attended Garden Parties, one representing the WI and the 

other when she was lady mayoress of Chelmsford in 1985.  
 

Quite a few ladies watched the Coronation live on television though the  

reception was very poor. Some were crowded into parlours and three ladies 

watched it in their village hall which had been a cowshed in a previous life. One 

lady’s mother was given a home perm by her sister whilst watching the  

proceedings. The ammonia fumes must have been really overpowering! 
 

One member as a three year old remembered seeing the Queen and Duke of  

Edinburgh driving through her village in South Wales on their national tour after 

her Coronation. 
 

We were told of various meetings with and sightings of other members of the 

Royal Family. We heard one hilarious account of an unexpected invitation to a 

Guiding Service at Westminster Abbey with Princess Margaret sitting opposite, 

another where the member was in the company of the Queen Mother. One  

member’s husband had met Princess Diana at the opening of an exhibition in the 

Geology Museum. Another lady had made posh frocks for Princess Margaret, 

Princess Diana and Sarah Ferguson. 
 

We saw quite a lot of memorabilia of the Coronation especially from one lady 

and a bone china cup and saucer bought from Buckingham Palace. One member 

had a photograph of her father shaking hands with Prince Philip. 
 

We ended our session listening to some interesting experiences on visiting  

London over the period of the Queen’s lying in state at Westminster Abbey. 
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It struck us that most people have some story connected with the Royal Family at 

some stage in their lives which leaves quite an impression, especially when  

recalled seventy years on! 
 

We finished the afternoon with tea and cake. Delicious! 
 

Margaret Powell 
 

The November meeting is on the  24th November when there will be a talk on 

the Lighthouse Furniture Project by Peter Everett 

 
Bishop John Perumbalath to become the 
next Bishop of Liverpool  
 

It was announced on 18th October that 
Bishop John has been appointed as the 
next Bishop of Liverpool. Speaking 
about his appointment, Bishop John, 
who has served as Bishop of Bradwell 
since 2018, said:  
“I am delighted and humbled to have  
received this call to be the next Bishop 
of Liverpool.” 
 

He added “I am sad about leaving East  
London and Essex, and all the lovely people I have come to know and love. This 
is where I was formed as an Archdeacon and then a bishop. I will leave with  
gratitude and thankfulness for all the grace and love that we experienced  
together.”  

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/wepray
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Remembering  

Ben Wilson 
 

As part of my research into the men from 

Broomfield who died in the First World War I 

have tried to visit their graves or, where there 

is no known grave, the memorial on which 

they are remembered. Where those graves and 

memorials are in Belgium and France that has 

been quite straightforward. Some of the men, 

however, are buried or remembered in more 

exotic locations. I have managed to visit the Jerusalem cemetery where two men 

are remembered but I have resigned myself to the fact that I will never visit the 

graves of Joseph Monk and Charles Edmunds, both buried in Gaza, or Sydney 

Wood and Fred Cutts, both buried in Baghdad. David Turner on the Doiran  

Memorial in Northern Greece also looks unlikely. This summer, however, I did 

manage to visit the grave of Ben Wilson who died as a prisoner of war in  

Germany and is  buried in Cologne South Cemetery. The grave reference is XIV 

C 22 should you wish to visit it. 
 

Ben Wilson was born in Great Baddow on 20th October 1892 to David and Myra 

Sarah Wilson (nee Freshwater) and baptised in the parish church of St Mary the 

Virgin on 4th December. His parents were originally from Good Easter, his father 

born in 1853 and his mother in 1855. and were married on 19th October 1873. 

They both died in 1925 and are buried in Broomfield churchyard. 
 

Apart from Ben, the couple had six other children, Jabez (born 1882), Alfred 

(1884), Ethel (1891), Cecil John (1894), Leonard Tom (1897) and Florence 

(1899). In 1901 the family were living in Church Road, Springfield with David 

Wilson working as a general farm labourer. By the time of the next census in 

1911 the family had moved to Gutters Hill, Broomfield buying 5-6 Gutters  

Cottages with David employed as a horseman on a farm. In the meantime,  

however, Ben had left school, taken up gardening for a time and, then, when he 

had turned 17, joined the Royal Navy on 9th November 1909 with the service 

number J5998. He started his naval career on HMS Ganges II at Shotley in  

Suffolk and remained there until 25th February 1910 when he was transferred to 

HMS Cressy where he stayed until 2nd May and then a third establishment from 

3rd May until 12th July. Records suggest that after his 18th birthday he signed on 

for 12 years but this did not come to pass, possibly for medical reasons, since in 
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the 1911 census he is clearly 

back home in Broomfield 

and working as a machinist.  

The naval records describe 

him as 5 feet 6 3/8 inches, a 

34 ¼ inch chest, brown hair, 

hazel eyes and a fair  

complexion. 
 

Family tradition says that 

Ben at some stage then 

joined the army and was 

posted to India. There is a 

family photograph which 

shows him in khaki drill 

which would seem to corroborate this. He then, again according to family  

tradition bought himself out on the outbreak of war, travelled back to the UK 

and re-joined the army. What is without doubt is that he did enlist on the  

outbreak of war joining the 9th Essex with the service number 3/2578. The 9th 

Essex (service) Battalion was formed at Warley in August 1914 as part of 

Kitchener’s first call for volunteers. It came under the orders of the 35th Brigade 

within the 12th (Eastern) Division, was moved to Shorncliffe  and then in March 

1915 to Blenheim Barracks at Aldershot before being sent to France on 30th 

May. Ben along with the remainder of the Battalion landed at Boulogne the  

following day, entitling him to the 1915 Star in addition to the Victory Medal 

and the British Medal. The Battalion spent the entire war on the Western Front 

with Ben serving at least part of that time with C Company. Most official  

reports give his rank as private though occasionally it is given as lance corporal. 
 

Ben Wilson was reported as being wounded several times and Cecil, his  

brother, once. In the summer of 1917, Ben was reported missing in action. The 

action in which his capture took place was probably a German attack on 11th 

July near Monchy. C and D companies were in the front line with A company 

in support and B in reserve. (Infantry battalions typically consisted of a  

thousand men divided into 4 companies.) 
 a 

The 9th Essex war diary notes: At 4.45 am the enemy opened a heavy trench 

mortar bombardment on our front support line and 15 minutes later put down a 

barrage of all calibres under cover of which they attacked Long Trench and at 

the same time made a demonstration against the northern part of Hook Trench. 

At the later part they were speedily driven out and sustained severe casualties 

The war graves section of the Cologne South 
Cemetery 
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but Long Trench they occupied.  
 

At night the Battalion was relieved by the 5th  

Battalion Royal Berkshires.  
 

In July alone, the Battalion’s other ranks suffered 

210 casualties including 34 killed, 109 wounded 

and 54 missing with a further 12 dying of 

wounds received.  Ben Wilson was one of those 

captured and spent the remainder of the war in 

various German prison camps. He died on 20th 

October 1918, three weeks before the end of the 

war, ostensibly of Spanish flu but probably  

accelerated by lack of food. He was on the Essex 

Regiment Prisoner of War Fund list and was sent 

parcels by the Fund but Germany, by the end of 

the war, was suffering enormously because of the 

British blockade and with the population at large 

starving, it is hard to imagine, the prisoners 

would have been given a high priority.  
 

He left his mother 75 pounds 8 shillings and five 

pence! 

Alun Powell 

Great invention 
 

The boys had been up in the attic together helping with some cleaning. They 

uncovered an old manual typewriter and asked their mother what it was. She 

briefly explained, but they were still puzzled as to how it worked. 
 

So the mother rolled some paper into the typewriter and began striking the keys, 

leaving black letters of print on the page.  
 

"WOW!" they exclaimed, "That's really cool...but where do you plug it in?"  
 

"There is no plug," she answered.  
 

"Then where do you put the batteries?" they persisted.  
 

"It doesn't need batteries either," she continued.  
 

"Wow! This is so cool!" they exclaimed. "Someone should have invented this a 

long time ago!" 

The inscription on the  
headstone reads “They shall 
enter into my rest” based on  
Hebrews 4:3.   
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Advent Sunday 
Family Service 

27th November @ 9.30am 
St. Mary’s Church, Broomfield 

 
 

All are welcome. Please come and join us! 

 

Next Meeting  1st November 
 

Just turn up or contact Rev’d. 
Carolyn  

 

07464321616 
 

stmarybroomfield@gmail,com 
 

for more information 
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Ponder with Canon John 
 

When you hear sermons, do they occupy your thinking during the following 

week or longer, as you turn over in your mind what you have heard? Do you ever 

talk to the preacher in response to what she or he has said, whether agreeing or 

not, asking for clarification, requesting further education? You need to remember 

that the preacher is as fallible as you are; we all get things both right and wrong! 
 

The preacher has enormous authority and influence. Only once have I been  

heckled during a sermon and that was in the Cathedral here in Chelmsford! The 

preacher stands, as it was often said, ‘6 feet above criticism’. Potentially that’s 

really dangerous isn’t it? Don’t we all need to be ‘subjected to scrutiny’ at some 

time? Maybe often? Some have said that delivering sermons is the worst form of 

education! Congregations listen (or not) in silence and there is no invitations for 

questions at the end. I always remember listening to an interview with Richard 

Dawkins who is known for being an arch-atheist! :I have a real complaint against 

the education system in this country” he said. “Pupils are not taught ,  

encouraged, to be critical.” In support of his contention, did you know that  

Jewish boys are taught to argue regarding interpretations of the Jewish Bible, our 

Old Testament, really argue, in the hope that as a result ‘truth’ will emerge?  

Recall the number of times in the Gospels that Jesus is recorded as arguing with 

the religious leaders of the day, and they with him? 
 

The Church of England provides a lectionary of readings for every Sunday of the 

year and also for every weekday. Many clergy and other authorised preachers 

follow the discipline of using the readings set as the resource material for their 

sermons whether they find the readings conducive to their own thinking or not! 

Others draw on passages more familiar to them and, they think, also to their  

 hearers. At a Eucharist the task of the preacher is to interpret passages from the 

Old Testament, the Epistles and the Gospels; at Morning Prayer and Evensong 

only from the Old and New Testaments. Interpretation is never easy, sometimes 

very  difficult, since the contexts from which the writings originate are always 

different from the contexts with which we are familiar today. This is why  

questioning the preacher, asking for clarification, maybe challenging, is very  

pertinent isn’t it? 
 

The preacher cannot possibly relate what he or she has to say to the context of 

every hearer. I well remember when I was at theological college hundreds of 

years ago, the homiletics lecturer (the posh word for ‘sermon classes’)  

emphasised time and time again: “Make sure you listen to your sermon yourself 
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before preaching it!” “Don’t subject congregations to what you yourself don’t 

want to hear.” 
 

So there’s the invitation. And I haven’t previously warned Carolyn or Dawn or 

Andy of the content of my first article for the Round Tower! Maybe they will 

forbid me from writing any more! 
 

Canon John Brown 

Operation Christmas Child 2022 
 

We will be collecting shoeboxes this year at St. Mary’s Church on  
Sunday 20th November 2022  

 

For details of how to pack a shoe box please follow this web link:  
How to Pack a Shoebox (samaritans-purse.org.uk).Alternatively, you can 
pack an online shoebox if you follow this link: Shoebox Online 
(samaritans-purse.org.uk) You will get a screen come up which look like 
this 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just tap on the menu at the bottom left of the screen and follow the in-
structions. If you decide to do an online shoebox do let me know when 
you have ordered it so that I can keep a record of how many shoeboxes 
we produce from Broomfield Church. 
God bless 

Rev’d. Carolyn 
stmarybroomfield@gmail.com 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox/
https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
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Church Calendar November 2022 
    

The Church Building will be open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings between 

9.30am – 12.30pm for people to sit and pray or to find out more about The 

Rutherford Project 
         

Morning Prayer will be said in Church Monday – Friday at 9am ~ All are  

welcome to join us 
 

 

Tuesday 1st    9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      10.00 am  Friends with Faith in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      5.30 pm  Light Group in St. Leonard’s Hall 
           

Wednesday 2nd  1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

           7.30 pm  Deanery Standing & Pastoral meeting in  

          Committee Room 

   7.45 pm  Bell Ringing practice in the Tower* 
 

Thursday 3rd   9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Friday 4th    4.30 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Saturday 5th  10am – 2pm  Table Top Sale in St. Leonard’s Hall 
  

Sunday 6th        The Third Sunday before Advent 

      9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

      5.30 pm  Evening Prayer  
 

Tuesday 8th    9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      11.00 am  Deanery Chapter meeting in Church and Hall 
            

Wednesday 9th  10.30 am  Mid-week Eucharist 

      11.30 am  Parish Coffee Morning 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm  Bell ringing practice in the Tower* 
 

Thursday 10th    9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in Church 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 
         

Friday 11th        Armistice Day 

      10.50 am  Service at War Memorial 

      1.30 pm  Wedding of Chelsea & Bradley 
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Sunday 13th       The Second Sunday before Advent  

      8.00 am   BCP Holy Communion 

      10.50 am  Remembrance Sunday Service  
     

Monday 14th   12.30 pm Film & Lunch Club in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Tuesday 15th    9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      10.00 am  Friends with Faith 
      

Wednesday 16th     1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45pm  Bell Ringing practice in the Tower* 
 

Thursday 17th    9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in Church 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      2.00 pm   Beetle Drive in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Friday 18th    4.30 pm  Choir practice in Hall 
     

Sunday 20th       Christ the King      

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist please bring shoeboxes for  

   Operation Christmas Child 

      4.00 pm  Eco Church in Church Meadow 
 

Tuesday 22nd        9.00 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  
       

Wednesday 23rd     1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.45 pm  Bell Ringing practice in the Tower* 
 

Thursday 24th   9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in Church 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      2.00 pm  Ladies Group in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Friday 25th    4.30 pm  Choir practice in Hall 
 

Sunday 27th       Advent Sunday 

      8.00 am   BCP Holy Communion  

      9.30 am  Family Service in Church 

      tbc    Advent Celebration at Chelmsford Cathedral 

Tuesday 29th    9.0 am   Working Party in the Churchyard  

      10.00 am  Friends with Faith in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.30 pm  PCC Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall 
           

Wednesday 30th   1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible 

      7.00 pm  Puppet Crew in St. Leonard’s Hall 

        7.45 pm  Bell Ringing practice in the Tower* 



December 2022 

Thursday 1st    9.30 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      8.00 pm  Deanery Synod at St. Francis, Beaulieu 
 

Friday 2nd     4.30 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Saturday 3rd  10am – 2pm  Traditional Christmas Fayre  
  

Sunday 4th        The Second Sunday of Advent 

      9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

      5.30 pm  Evening Prayer  
 

for more details, visit our website: www.stmarybroomfield.org 
or email stmarybroomfield@gmail.com for Zoom links 

 

 

*Bellringers please call Bell Tower Captain Chris before Practice sessions to 
check that they are going ahead      07730 796422 
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Cyril John Joslin ‘John’.  
1st May 1932 – 20th August 2022 
 

Many older churchgoers will remember John Joslin. In 

his day he was a stalwart member of St Mary’s, taking 

the top Sunday School class, collecting for the Children’s 

Society and avidly riding his bike around so many 

churches in aid of the Friends of Essex Churches Trust. 
 

His funeral was held at St Mary’s on Thursday 29th September, attended by a 

few of his family and many church friends and some of the people that had 

cared for him in his later years. 
 

His wreath was made by Helen Maynard, the daughter of Christine Watson 

who was a fellow Sunday School teacher. The message read “Remembering 

our friend John for his kindness and humility. Now in God’s nearer presence, 

may he rest in peace. With love from his friends and family and those who 

cared for him in his later years.” 
 

I found this poem copied out in his careful hand from the Christian Herald, 

18th November 1989, and was pleased to read it at his funeral. People asked 

me for a copy, so here it is. 
 

God Holds The Key 

Life is a frail and lovely thing.     I saw the time I’d wasted 

Don’t waste one hour.       Through living selfishly, 

God holds the key to life and death,   Forgetting to warn others 

My life is as a flower.       That it’s God who holds the key. 
 

There may be lots of life to live,    If Jesus is your Saviour, 

But that’s not guaranteed.      Can you really say 

Eternity’s just a breath away.     That other people see him 

It’s God who holds the key.      In the life you lead each day? 
 

I took a look at life so far      Lord, give us all the courage, 

That God has given me.       By that, I do mean me, 

It didn’t look too perfect       To tell all the lonely people 

When God nearly turned the key.    That it’s God who holds the key. 
 

Ester Lailey, Hampshire 
 

Thank you all for your help and support, 

Ros Mercer 
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People of the Bible 
Barnabas   Acts 4:   

Joseph was a wealthy Levite from Cyprus whom the apostles 

nicknamed Barnabas meaning ‘Son of Encouragement’. This 

was probably because he was one who would serve others, 

and because of his commitment to do whatever the church 

leaders needed. Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and 

he succeeded in bringing a great number of people to the Lord. Even Paul uses 

Barnabas as an example to others regarding their money and property for, when 

Barnabas sold his land, he brought the proceeds to the church and laid it at the 

feet of the apostles so that they could distribute the money to the poor and needy.  
 

Despite Herod’s persecution of those of the new faith, Barnabas was called by 

the Holy Spirit to go with Paul on a missionary journey, and although this first 

journey wasn’t completely successful, he continued to follow Paul and was with 

him when Paul reached out to the Gentiles. The friendship between Paul and 

Barnabas wasn’t always good and they had a number of clashes, especially one 

such time when Paul found out that owing to the influence of Barnabas’ cousin 

John Mark, he had shunned some Gentiles at a dinner. Nevertheless,  

regardless of their ups and downs, Barnabas continued to serve Paul whilst  

taking his cousin John Mark under his wing teaching him the ways of the Lord. 

Fortunately, Paul and Barnabas continued journeying and working together even 

to the difficult point of deciding whether or not Gentiles would need to be  

circumcised before they could be part of the early church. Despite their  

somewhat stormy relationship eventually Paul even cited Barnabas’ cousin John 

Mark as a useful companion after realizing that John Mark had grown in faith 

through Barnabas.  Whilst it doesn’t say in the bible how the apostle  

Barnabas died, it is reported that he was martyred for his faith like some of the 

other apostles, by being either stoned or burned to death in Salamis, Cyprus.  
 

Point: How happy the Gentiles must have felt after being informed that to be a 

follower of Christ they did not have to be circumcised as, through the death of 

Christ, they were already saved. 

Opinion:  How wonderful and truly inspiring it must feel – to know like 

Barnabas, that God has called you to be his messenger and to encourage others to 

do the same: What do you think?  e: joan@grabawish.com 

Bible Study: If you want to know more about bible classes here at St Mary’s 

please speak to Rev’d. Carolyn. 

 Joan Vine 



The Rutherford Project Update 
 

Many of you will have noticed that, during this last month, little work has taken 

place on the spire although the replacing of the mortar on the tower continues. 

As reported in last month’s Round Tower the poor state of some of the timbers in 

the spire meant that a large amount of re-building was necessary. Since then, The 

Morton Partnership (engineers) and Bakers’ carpenters have visited the site to 

evaluate the new work to be carried out and the oak and the steel brackets  

necessary for the re-building have been ordered and delivered.  The overrun, 

however, has meant that the work on the project has become increasingly reliant 

on the weather as well as Baker’s ability to apportion the work of its carpenters. 

Over the remainder of the rebuilding project, consequently, progress may well be 

stop-start depending on the vagaries of the British weather and Bakers’ ability to 

juggle its craftsmen. 
 

Although this delay means we have been unable to progress the work relating to 
the interior of the tower and the fresco, other aspects of the project continue 
apace. 
 

The Faculty for the removal of the four pews at the rear of the north aisle has 
been granted with a couple of conditions. We are just waiting to hear that our 
responses have been accepted and then the work on the exhibition space can 
commence. The very professional design for the exhibition, created by Patrick 
Readings and Ian Mercer, has been fully accepted by the PCC. Sadly, however, 
the extra funding we had applied for this from the Essex Community Foundation 
has not been forthcoming so we may have to rethink some of these ideas or find  
other sources of financial aid. 
 

The team working on the activity trails have been able to pilot their ideas with 
the Broomfield Beavers and Cubs on the 6th October when 35 children explored 
different aspects of the church. A variety of activities were designed to introduce 
them to Christianity as part of their Scout badge on World Faiths. It provides a 
very successful event and thanks go to Dawn and the other 14 adults who  
organised and oversaw the occasion. 
 

The Research team have also been hard at work collating material relating to 
Rosemary Rutherford that will be used to inform both the exhibition and the  
related publications. With the church being open two mornings a week it is  
noticeable that a number of visitors are now seeking us out, many having heard 
something about the project and wanting to learn more. This is very exciting as, 
although we have not progressed as far as we had scheduled in the work, we are 
clearly already having an effect and drawing people into the church who would 
otherwise not have come. One lady who has lived in Broomfield for 40years told 
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us she had never heard about the fresco before! Clearly we need to spread the 
word far and wide. 
 

Sincere thanks go to all the volunteers who are working so hard for this im-

portant project.  
 

Trudy Stevens & Alun Powell 

 

 

 

God bless 
 

A little girl saying her prayers: “God bless Mummy, God bless Daddy, God bless 

my brother Tommy, God bless Granny – and God look after Yourself, ‘cos if 

anything happens to You, we’ve had it!” 

Collecting for Guide Dogs  
 
Although Guide Dogs are no longer taking crisp packets and wrappers to recycle 
for fundraising they are still collecting stamps, old UK or foreign money and ink 
cartridges. Donations can be left with us at: 
 

5 Butlers Close, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 7BE 
 

Tel: 01245 440540 

Brian & Glynis Worboys 
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BROOMFIELD 

COACH TRIPS 
 

Luxury day-trips DIRECT from Broomfield Village 

Hall with NO other pickups or drop-offs! 

 

 Run    By    Broomfield residents      

                  For   Broomfield residents 
 

 Courier on each coach 

 

 Pick-ups at Broomfield Village Hall (parking available) 

then straight to Destination - NO other pick-ups. 
 

 Payment for trips accepted by Credit Card, Internet 

Banking, Cheque etc. 

 

Trips   include:  Wroxham,   Southwold,    Eastbourne, Worthing,  

Buckingham  Palace,  Swan Lake,  Les Mis, Nutcracker,  

Lion  King, Phantom  of  the Opera,  Jersey Boys,  

Grease  

 and many more!  

 

Dates/ Prices available from rayspiller@aol.com  

 

or phone for printed list 01245-512997…...07767607399  

                _ which will be dropped through your letterbox  

    www.broomfield-coach-trips.com 
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You  
to take a look at what we have and what we do. 

Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us 
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme 

 

If interested then contact either. 
Ian 01245 349212  Andrea 01245 269836  or John 01245 357177 

Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN. 
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Local Electrician 
Broomfield 

 

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to 

come and do a small job? 

Extra Lights   Additional Sockets   New Fuse  Boards 

Rewires  New Installations 

Landlord and Homebuyer inspections 

 

Fault Finding and Repairs 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Qualified Electrician     Fully Insured 

Reliable Service     Tidy Work 

Free Quote    Flexible Hours    Reasonably Priced 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

I will assure you of a quick response, 

 and a reasonably priced service… 

 

Call Steve on: 

Mobile number 07943889979 

Home number 01245-443064 
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Crossword (answers on page 39) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 
1  and 20 Down ‘Lord of all _, Lord of all _, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares 
could destroy’(11,3) 
9  Moses’ question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: ‘Why are you _ your fellow 
Hebrew?” (Exodus 2:13) (7) 
10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis at the height of her fame, 
Jacqueline _ (2,3) 
11 ‘At even _ the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay’(3) 
13 A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4) 
16 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but _ for the gift my Father promised’ (Acts 1:4) (4) 
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6) 
18 Peter’s response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: ‘We must _God rather than 
men!’  (Acts 5:29) (4) 
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, _ Eareckson Tada (4) 
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6) 
22 ‘Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and  
sat _ _ ‘ (Matthew 13:2) (2,2) 
23 Infectious tropical disease (4) 
25 Tree (3) 
28 ‘No fear of me should _ you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you’ (Job 
33:7) (5) 
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7) 
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30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church’s calendar 
(11) 
 
Down 
2 ‘O Jerusalem _ how _I have longed to gather your children together’ Matthew 
23:37) (5) 
3  Way out (4) 
4  Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4) 
5  Done (anag.) (4) 
6  Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7) 
7  Concerning the study of God (11) 
8  Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11) 
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6) 
14 Frozen (3) 
15 Established form of religious ceremony (6) 
19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7) 
20 See 1 Across 
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5) 
25 Time (anag.) (4) 
26 Lists choice of meals (4) 
27 ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the _ of God is eternal life in 
   Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Romans 6:23) (4) 

More real-life notes left for milkmen... 
 

Please knock. My TV’s broken down and I missed Coronation Street last night. 

Maybe we could talk about what happened over a cup of tea? 
 

My daughter says she wants a milkshake. Do you do this before you deliver, or 

do I have to shake it at my end? 
 

Please send me a form for cheap milk, as I have a baby two months old and did 

not know about it until a neighbour told me. 
 

Milk is needed for the baby. Father unable to supply it. 
 

Please leave no milk today. When I say today, I mean tomorrow, as I wrote this 

note yesterday. 
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Try our November Sudokus (solutions on page 39) 

 

Intermediate 

Easy 
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    Treasure discovered 
      In Saxon Way! 
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Found at the end of the road 
DON’T BE LONELY 

 

Come and make new friends in  
convivial surroundings. 

 

ANY VILLAGER MAY JOIN 
Tel: 01245-268172 
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Children's Corner 
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Can you get through this maze? 

 
 

Children's Corner 
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA 
Treatment in the comfort of your own home 

Mobile 07754 700950 
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com 

BROOMFIELD COTTAGE GARDENERS’ SOCIETY 
 

 

AUTUMN FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW  – SUNDAY 25
th

 SEPTEMBER 

at the Village Hall, Broomfield 2 - 4 pm 
 

All are welcome to visit and/or exhibit.  

We have an assortment of classes to suit all ages 
 

For information contact Selina Matthews e-mail: bcgsshowsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Visit our website:  www.broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.co.uk 
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Answers to crossword on page 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

Solution to Sudokus on page 30 
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