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Readings for January

These are the lectionary readings which we will use on Sundays during January.
If you cannot get along to church, do try to read the readings and reflect on them

on the days set.

Sunday 4" January
9.30am Parish Eucharist 5.30pm Evening Prayer
Isaiah 60: 1 - 6 Psalm 98
Ephesians 3: 1 - 12 Baruch 4: 36-5: 9
Matthew 2: 1 - 12 John 1: 29 - 34

Sunday 11" January
9.30am Morning Prayer
Psalm 29
Isaiah 42: 1 -9
Acts 10: 34 - 43
Matthew 3: 13 - end

Sunday 18" January
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9
John 1: 29 - 42

Sunday 25™ January
9.30am Eucharist
Jeremiah 1: 4 - 10
Acts9:1-22
Matthew 19: 27 - end

9.30am Family Service
TBA

From the Register of Services
November/December 2025

28" November
2™ December

Winifred Mary Turner
Sharon Margaret Robst

Aged 92 years
Aged 80 years




Greetings from the Churchwardens

Dear Friends

I’m writing this just two weeks before Christmas Day. By the time the January
Round Tower magazine will be ready for delivery I hope we’ll all have good
memories of Christmas 2025.

My eye has just caught a Christmas card from Christian Aid on display in our
living room. ‘Peace on Earth’ is the message on the front with a lovely depiction
of the Star and Stable at Bethlehem. It would be amazing if such a situation
would be possible. One can but hope and pray but we never seem to learn from
the lessons of history. A small group of us met towards the end of November to
look at war and conflict and try to disentangle the different threads. Our
thoughts are summarised on pages 16 to 18. As Canon John notes at the end,
those thoughts raised many questions and “as you ponder what we discussed
maybe you will come up with answers!”

One of the joys of Christmas is meeting up with family and friends both at home
and, for me, at Church Services. Like other festivals in the Church calendar we
have some delightful and varied services at St. Mary’s this Christmas.

At the beginning of 2026 we shall await with anticipation the response to our
second round of advertisements for the incumbent’s position here at
Broomfield. We’re hoping and praying that we’ll have positive responses this
time. Canon John Brown continues to give us great support in all aspects of
church life.

A Day of Prayer is planned for 28" January which will give us all a boost.
Nothing compares with pooling thoughts, prayers, ideas and energy, a
conclusion we came to after our September Day of Prayer. Details can be found
on pages 12 and 13.

I would like to thank everyone who has supported and worked for the Church
here in Broomfield through 2025. We have a really good team with many
people with different talents who have worked extremely hard to “keep things
going”.

God bless

Mnrgnret

Churchwarden






Prayer for the New Year, 2026

Dear Father, Lord of all time, Here we are! Another New Year! So many mixed
emotions for different people, for different reasons. For some, the reluctance to
leave a year which brought joy and happiness; for some the relief of leaving
behind a difficult year; for some, sadness at moving into a year where a loved
one has never been; for some, apprehension and insecurity about what might lie
ahead in this world of polarisation, conflict and confusion about what is true.

Lord, help us to take time at the start of 2026 to refocus our hearts, minds and
spirits — to tune into you, our un-changing God. Help us to be calmed and
encouraged by the promise of Jesus that He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
The safe Way. The ultimate Truth. The Life, your gift, to be with you for all
eternity.

You promised never to leave us or forsake us. When we put our trust in you,
through what Jesus did on the cross, we are secure, we are accompanied, no
matter what the New Year brings. We can go forward, safely.

Thank you, in Jesus’ name,
Amen.
Daphne Kitching

Taken from Parish Pump, a resource for Parish Magazines.

CoMMUNITY OUTREACH

The meeting to put together our ideas for work in the community for the
forthcoming year is scheduled for Monday 19" January at 7.30 pm in St
Leonard’s Hall.

We shall be planning our next People & Stone Talks, including a celebration of
the centenary of our church organ, plus seasonal events like a Pancake party,
Easter Egg hunts etc.

Come with ideas and be prepared to help. We look forward to seeing as many
folks as possible. If you can’t get to the meeting, then contact Trudy or Ros,
emails below:

rosalindmercer0309@gmail.com or trudy.stevens2021@gmail.com
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Broomfield 150 Years Ago This Month

Our New Incumbent arrives

At the beginning of 1876, John Pound
Smith took up his first post as a Vicar,
after many years as a curate, in
Broomfield. His stay, however, was to
be a short one. He died of
consumption on 10™ October 1878 in
the Vicarage and was buried in the
churchyard five days later.

John Pound Smith was born in 1821 to
John and Mary Smith and baptised on
8" July 1821 in Ludlow, Shropshire.
Little is known of his early life but it
is known that he completed his formal
education at St. Bees Theological
College in Cumberland. When John
attended St. Bees, the college was still
a relatively new establishment, having
been set up in 1816 by George Henry
Law, Bishop of Chester. St. Bees was
effectively at the most northerly
extremity of the Bishop’s diocese as it
stood then and was the first independent theological college to be established for
training Church of England ordinands.

When John completed his studies, probably in 1849, he was ordained deacon and
licensed to Ashton-under-Lyne by the Lord Bishop of Manchester, the
ordination service taking place in the parish church of Preston in June 1849. He
was ordained priest in June 1852 by the Bishop of Lichfield in the cathedral.

In 1855 he was appointed to the curacy of Bangor in the county of Flint on the
nomination of the Rev’d. G S A Marsh, the Rector. By 1861, still a curate, he
was at Stanford Rivers in Essex and it is here that he probably met his wife to be,
Emily Haslehurst. Emily was born in Limehouse in early 1830 and baptised in
St. Dunstan, Stepney, on 4™ February that year.



The couple married on 18th February 1862 in St Mary the Virgin, Great Ilford.
They had four children together, Emily Ellen in 1863, Edith Kate in 1864,
Harold Edward in 1868 and Algernon Haslehurst in 1871, all born in Ongar
where John was the curate, the family living in Cherry Garden Cottages with a
live-in general servant and a live-in nurse to look after their daily needs.

John’s stay in Broomfield was short but he appears to have made a very positive
impression on the Parish. A report of the annual show of the Broomfield Cottage
Gardeners and Cottage Improvement Society in the press in 1879, a year after
his death, noted that “The Rev’d Trimmer, the Vicar of the Parish has, in
conjunction with most of the parishioners, taken a kindly interest in the welfare
of the Society, of which he is president. Mr Trimmer is deservedly popular, and
is a worthy successor to the one of his predecessors who was, perhaps, the most
respected of all vicars of Broomfield, the Rev’d John Pound Smith, whose
memory is still affectionately preserved in the parish and whose monument is to
be seen in the pretty churchyard attached to the quaint old church.” Praise indeed
and in the two years he had been in the parish he had also made sufficient of an
impact for a stained glass window to be given in his memory.

The Chelmsford Chronicle of 3™ January 1879 reports that “a very handsome
stained glass window has just been placed in the church of this parish by Mr
Clayton, of the eminent firm of Clayton and Bell. It is situated at the west end of
the north aisle, and is presented as a memorial of the late respected vicar, the
Rev. J. P. Smith. The window consists of three lights with tracery above in the
Decorated (sic) style. Each of the three lights contains a full sized figure, and
these figures represent respectively the persons of Noah, John the Baptist, and
Moses. In the smaller divisions of the tracery are the mottos “One God, One
Faith, one Lord, One Baptism, “etc (sic). The features of the persons represented
are extremely good, and the workmanship throughout is of a high class character.
At the foot of the window runs the inscription “In memory of John Pound Smith,
late vicar of this parish. He died Oct. 10 1878, aged 57 years.” The window,
sadly, does not now exist having been destroyed by the bomb which landed in the
churchyard in 1943.

Mr Clayton had earlier presented the east window of the chancel, dedicated to the
memory of his mother. That window, too, was destroyed by the 1943 bomb.
After John Pound’s death, his wife first moved to Hastings St. Leonard and then
to Wanstead. She died in 1908 at the age of 78 and was buried on 24™ July in
Broomfield churchyard.



Supper in the Angel

On Wednesday 5th January the bell ringers were treated to a supper in the Angel
Inn by the Mr Henry Collings Wells, churchwarden and long time benefactor of
the Parish Church. Indeed he had just previously given a peal of six bells to the
church.

“The ‘bountiful’ supper”, according to the Essex Weekly News, “consisted of
the good old English fare of roast beef and plum pudding, and was served up in
such excellent style as to call forth encomiums of praise from all who partook of
it. After the removal of the cloth Mr Cass was voted to the chair and he, in
appropriate words, spoke of the kindness of Mr Wells in annually providing such
a supper, and of the admirable way in which host Colleer (the Landlord) had
carried out Mr Wells’ instructions.

Broomfield 100 Years Ago This Month

A Broomfield Welcome to Rev’d. and Mrs Bunbury

Fifty years after the arrival of the Rev’d. John Pound Smith, Broomfield was
welcoming the arrival of the Rev’d. G A Bunbury. On 25" January in the
Council schoolroom “residents of all denominations entertained the new Vicar,
the Rev'd. G A Bunbury and Mrs Bunbury. Each family had contributed either
food or money” reported the Essex Chronicle “so that the 250 people present
were hosts to their guests. The rooms were beautifully decorated. Everyone was
introduced to Mr & Mrs Bunbury. Refreshments were served and speeches of
welcome were given by Mr Vernon Bradley, Mr Barker representing the
Primitive Methodist Chapel, Mrs Nash (representing the women), and Miss
Copeland. Mr Seabrook was Chairman. Mr Bunbury in a happy reply thanked
everyone for the hearty welcome. Excellent music was supplied by Mr Trim’s
Orchestra and the Broomfield Choral Society contributed three items under Mr
Suckling. Many more gifts than were needed were received and these were taken
next morning to Chelmsford Hospital”.

Other events in January 1926

A splendid programme of singing and recitations was given by the scholars of
Primitive Methodist’s Sunday School. Mr A Wakering was in the chair and a
collection for the Sunday School funds raised £2 6s 6d”.

A whist drive was held by the Junior Imperial League on 13" January. “There
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were 26 tables in play and Mr A Tindal Atkinson was the MC. Winners were:
Mrs M Saunders, Mrs L. Wright, Miss Randall, Mr L. Harris, Miss Shadrack, and
Mrs Parks (playing as men*); hidden prize Mrs Ainger; stop clock competition,
Mr A E Norris. Mrs Tindal Atkinson presented the prizes”.

The same evening the annual meeting of the Women Conservatives was held at
the Village Hall with Miss N Marriage presiding. The Chelmsford Chronicle of
15th January notes that “the report by Mrs S P Marriage, showed that the
membership had doubled and there was a cash balance of £5 6s 5d. The officers
were elected: President Mrs Nash; Chairman Miss N Marriage; Vice Chairman,
Mrs L Marriage; hon sec., Mrs S P Marriage; hon treasurer Mrs Gordon
Dickson; committee Mesdames Allen, Barnett, Butler, Cable, Cook, Edwards,
Harris, Harvey, Seabrook, Watts, L Marriage, S Emberson, Miss N Marriage
and Miss Ridley. Mrs R L Walter (Ongar) gave an address on “our Empire”.

The Government at the time was Conservative with Stanley Baldwin as Prime
Minister. Politically the most important event of 1926 was probably the General
Strike which took place from the 4™ to the 12" May under the auspices of the
TUC and in support of the coal miners who were facing severe pay cuts as well
as longer hours as a result of the mine owners’ attempts to maintain profits at a
time when market conditions for coal were extremely difficult.

* This was obviously of some importance in 1926.

Alun Powell



Christmas Fayre at St. Mary’s

To all those who attended, helped, set up, cleared down, and donated to our
Christmas Fayre: a huge thank you.

We were delighted to see so many people come along and enjoy everything on
offer. The smell of hot homemade soup and sausage rolls in the hall was enticing,
and the aroma of mulled wine drawing people into the church worked beautifully.

Santa was able to visit after
some persuasion by the
organisers.

The stalls were full of wonderful things to buy
— Christmas decorations, new gifts, craft items,
Scentsy candles, cakes, preserves — as well as
games for the children and a raffle for the
adults, where some great prizes were won!
There were also children’s toys, books, and the
ever-popular chocolate/biscuit tombola, which
always goes down a treat!

Santa was fantastic. Forty-seven children
visited him, and they all came out of Santa’s
Grotto with big smiles on their faces, so I think
he did very well!

The Fayre raised in the region of £1,900 for
church funds which was a magnificent
achievement

Sarah, Rachel, and Anna (the Events Team)
couldn’t have done it without you all. The
Christmas Fayre brought in some funds for the
church and lots of joy and festive fun for the
community.

Thank you again, and Merry Christmas!

The Events Team
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“Somebody help me get out of here”
said the EIf.

A really exceptional range of
Hampers as prizes in the
Raffle

A wonderful display of Christmas decorations for sale.
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DAY OF PRAYER

As we face a New Year and the prospect of a new incumbent, the PCC has
asked that we undertake another Day of Prayer, asking God to lead us through
this challenging period into what He wants St Mary’s to be. Many may be
unable to attend church but your prayers at home are effectively our Power
House. Wherever you may be, please hold the theme of each hour in your
thoughts and prayers throughout this day. The Day of Prayer will be on
Wednesday 28" January and the church will be open and prayers led each hour,
ending with sung compline at 21.00hrs. A time table for the Day can be seen
below and there is also a prayer which you can use at home. Thank you.

A prayer for the interregnum

God our Father, You have welcomed each one of us in Jesus and called us to be
his body in this place. Send us your Holy Spirit, at this time of uncertainty and
change, to fill us with vision and energy; make us faithful in prayer and worship,
that we may be true to our calling to bring new life to our community.

Guide with your heavenly wisdom those who are to choose a new Incumbent for
this parish, that the one whom we receive may be a wise and gentle shepherd of

your people: ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith, and to lead us by

example in loving obedience to your son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Time Slot Theme of Session Leader

9.00-10.00 Morning Prayer
Creation: for the natural world, all plants, animals &
seasons. Current climate crisis and our response.

10.00 - 11.00 | People of the World: for the challenges they face.
Those living in war and conflict, with famine and
persecution.

11.00—12.00 | World Affairs: all in authority, the UN, our
Government, City and Parish Councils.

12.00—13.00 | Christ’s church throughout the world, the new
archbishop, our Diocese, for harmony and unity.
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13.00 - 14.00

St Mary’s and the Parish:

Our Parish Church as we seek to serve God and serve our
community. For our relationships with the wider parish
and community groups.

14.00 - 15.00

Caring: for the hospital, hospice, care homes in our
parish. For those who are ill, those on our Prayer List, and
their relatives. For the dying and those recently departed.
For all who tend and administer care. The Emergency
Services.

15.00 - 16.00

Education: for the schools, colleges, university, teachers,
students and children. For our outreach to Chelmer
Valley High School and Broomfield Primary School: for
the staff, governors and families.

16.00-17.00

Family of St Mary’s: for the Ministry Team, PCC &
Church Wardens. For all who lead different groups, and
for these groups: Ladies Group, Film Club, Beetle Drive,
Tuesday Working Party. For all our outreach to the wider
community. For each member with our individual gifts.
Thanksgiving for our building and churchyard.

17.00 — 18.00

Worship: for our musicians, choir, bell ringers, bible
study groups, Family Service team, leaders, servers,
readers, intercessors, sides-people. For all who take part
in our services.

18.00 - 19.00

Children & Youth Ministry: for Little Lambs, Light
Group, puppet team and Family Services team.

19.00 —20.00

Workers: for all who work, the commuters, the night
workers, and those who seek work or are unemployed.

20.00 -21.00

The Future, embracing change:

For the future of St Mary’s, our new incumbent, and those
taking on new roles. For all who are preparing for
ordination, baptism, marriage.

21.00

Compline will be sung

Canon
John
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The Film Club

The film on 8" December was ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’. In the run up to
Christmas, I thought it would be lovely to watch this classic! Yes, I have seen
this film before (only once though). Many people in the group, however,
hadn’t seen it so I thought it would be a lovely time to watch this film at this
prominent time of the year. The 1946 American film was based on a book
called ‘The Greatest Gift’ which was loosely based on the 1843 Charles
Dickens novel, ‘A Christmas Carol’. Says it all!

This film was certainly a gentle reminder to have that ‘reset’, in life! It helped
you realise what’s important and just how ‘wonderful life is’ and to cherish the
family and friends you have around you and value the small things in life that
bring you so much joy! There’s also something very comforting about
watching a black and white film and at Christmas time too!!

Everyone enjoyed the film and left calm and happy to enjoy the festive period
ahead! WHAT A GREAT YEAR OF FILM CLUB WE HAVE HAD! Our
little group is growing and being enjoyed by more newcomers and our regulars
still every month! [ HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL NEXT YEAR!!

Frederick Aehon’s The film for JANUARY, ‘La Fille Mal

a FﬂIe Tna,[ ga,rdée Gardee’, will be shown on Monday 12

The Royal Ballet Covent Garden

January at 1230pm . This is something
different.!! A regular from Film Club,
Helen, recommended a Ballet Panto!! We
will still be in ‘Panto season’ so I thought
this would be very ‘apt’! The actual
Ballet was premiered back in 1789 in
Bordeaux, France. ‘La Fil mal gardee’ is
French for ‘Wayward Daughter’! and also
known for ‘The Girl who needed
watching’! It is a comic ballet inspired by
Pierre-Antoine Baudouin’s 1765 painting,
La reprimande/Une jeune fille querellee
par sa mere!

This film will be funny, beautiful,
entertaining and different so please come a
join us to admire and be entertained!!
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Remember your lunch and I will bring the GOODIES !!

THANK YOU. X

Thanks again for coming to Film Club (on the 2" Monday of the month)
It’s a PLEASURE to run Film Club and to see you all.

I hope you all had A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and best wishes for A
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Sarah x

NB - We kindly ask for a small donation of £2 towards the costs in running film
club. Thank You.

Children’s letters to Vicars

Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy all week. 1
am Peter Peterson.

I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the plate, but my father didn't give me a
raise in my allowance. Could you have a sermon about a raise in my
allowance?

I think a lot more people would come to your church if you moved it to
Disneyland.

Please pray for all the airline pilots. I am flying to California tomorrow.

Please say a prayer for our local cricket team. We need God's help or a new
bowler. Thank you.

My father says I should learn the Ten Commandments. But I don't think I want
to because we have enough rules already in my house.

Who does God pray to? Is there a God for God?

Are there any devils on earth? I think there may be one in my class.
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PonDER wiTH CANON JOHN

Towards the end of November a small group of us met to discuss the third topic
which Bishop Guli had asked parishes and benefices across the diocese to
address. The topic was far from a welcome one to consider, but we felt under
some obligation to do so. What follows are contributions from various members
of the group plus some additional comments from myself.

The topic was originally entitled: ‘Preparing for War?’ I took the liberty of
prefacing it with ‘Conflict - Preparing for War,’ since [ wanted to put the
discussion in a wider context than ‘War’ as regrettably through our televisions,
radios, and newspapers we are becoming more and more familiar with conflicts
within communities even in our own country. So what might be Christian re-
sponses?

Some of the questions to which we tried to come up with answers:

Does having a deterrent avoid war? The issue of having a nuclear deterrent: if
attacked what would be the criteria for responding with a nuclear warhead?
Would it lead to an increase of the conflict on the part of those who sided with
the victims of the nuclear response on the assumption it had not led to their total
annihilation?

How to respond to vulnerability? The call to protect! What would be the criteria
on the basis of which ‘attack’ would be the response of others to the invasion of
the vulnerable? The issue of Russia invading Ukraine? Is intervention the
appropriate, necessary response?

Bullies - how to stop them? Bullies take many shapes and forms: ought they to
be faced in order to try to stop them? Is this something about preparing to
become a victim in order to protect?

Cyber attacks - how on earth can these be addressed and combatted?

How/why do conflicts arise? A really big question! Is the beginning of a
conflict ever justified? If evil of whatever form is to be addressed, will not the
addressing result in conflict? So there may be occasions when conflict is
necessary?

Need for diplomacy - the intense endeavour to prevent conflict - “when the
talking stops the fighting starts” - but if one side stops talking and the issue is
not resolved, what then?
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Role of Church - areally big issue! The Church at the centre of disputes? The
Church predicting the outcomes to and for all involved in the conflict? Even if
a conflict begins, the Church constantly involved endeavouring to end it? The
Church responding to victims on both sides of the dispute? The Church
proclaiming: ‘If your intent is to destroy others you will ultimately destroy
yourselves since all need each other; none is self-sufficient; trust is easily lost
and very difficult to regain, and you can never be sure!’

Military chaplains - the content of their ministry? What might they say to
those directed to attack as well as to those required to defend? Is attack always a
means to defend? Does defending always require attack?

At what point to take up arms? Is war ever justified? Does it depend on the
intensity of the evil of the aggressor? Was Dietrich Bonhoeffer and those
within Germany who plotted against Hitler justified in their endeavour to kill
him and many of his associates? Bonhoeffer and others with him were betrayed
by one within their group and consequently executed. If he and others had been
successful in their endeavours and then been found out and executed would their
endeavours have been justified and their deaths been those of martyrs?

Guilt of not being involved? - was/is this ever the experience of conscientious
objectors?

Defend rather than attack - is it possible to defend without at the same time
attacking? Is it necessary to attack in order to defend?

The beginning after the end? - All wars, conflicts, come to an end. Even the
100 years war in France eventually came to an end! What happens then for the
perpetrator(s) and the victim(s)? The current issue of what happens between the
Palestinians and Israelis in Gaza is very pertinent. At one time one had the
impression that Israel’s objective was to totally to annihilate all Palestinians.
Even if this was the intention clearly it has not happened. So what now
between Israel and Palestine? Watch this space!

United nations - voluntary membership? A mere talking shop? Ability to
pressurise? Ability to respond to need? Ability to impose or wait to be invited?

Living with difference - the riches of diversity! The price to pay for the
absence of uniformity or the resource for the benefit of all? Why does it seem
so difficult to live with difference? What is required to persuade people that
difference is a great resource for all rather than a reason to despise, hate, attack?

Awareness of need - at the heart not only of Christian Faith but many other
Faiths - the primary stance of a willingness to give rather than receive! But to
be open to receive from difference!
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Preventing war - how? engaging with difference, engaging with those of other
Faiths, other cultures, the desire to receive followed by the desire to give?

Overcoming polarisation - ‘it takes two to tango!” - indeed but it needs one to
take the initiative! Are we as Christians duty bound by our Faith to take
initiatives rather than waiting for others? Christian Faith has but one objective,
the realisation for all of the Kingdom of God which is all encompassing for every
member of the human race, indeed the whole of God’s creation. Should we
Christians constantly be endeavouring to initiate such realisation through
initiatives designed to achieve this objective?

The above is full of questions. As you ponder what we discussed maybe you will
come up with answers!

&ﬂmm]afm Brown

Softly

A churchwarden went to the Police Station wishing to see the burglar who had
slipped in and out of the church during evensong. "You'll get your chance in
court," said the Desk Sergeant.

"I don’t want revenge," said the man. "I want to know how he got out of the
service early without the vicar noticing. I've been trying to do that for years!"

The puppy

A clergyman was walking down the street when he came upon a group of about a
dozen boys, surrounding a small puppy. Concerned lest the boys were hurting it,
he went to investigate. One boy explained, "We just found this puppy, and we all
want him. So, we've decided that whichever one of us can tell the biggest lie will
get to take him home."

The minister was taken aback. "Don't you boys know it's a sin to lie? Why, when
I was your age, I never told a lie.” There was dead silence for a moment. The
minister thought he had got through to them.

Then the smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said, "All right, give him the dog."
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Observations
on daily life for 2026

Think like a man of action and act like a man of thought. — Henri Bergson

Unless a man has to do more than he can do, he will not do all that he can do. —
Gordon Cooper

It takes a great person to give sound advice tactfully, but a greater one to accept
it graciously. —J C MacAulay

Anger is temporary insanity. — C H Spurgeon

A gentleman is one who never hurts another’s feelings unintentionally.
— O Herford

Golf'is a game that has produced more liars than anything else except the income
tax. — Anon

Fanaticism is redoubling your effort when you have forgotten your aim.
— G Santayana

Politics is the career of plundering and blundering. — Disraeli
A professor is one who talks in someone else’s sleep. — W H Auden

A reunion is when you meet people your own age who all look a lot older than
you. — Anon

Silence: what would follow if the average politician spoke his mind. — 4non
Traffic light: a green light that changes to red as your car approaches. — Anon
War: a continuation of politics by other means. — Clausewitz

Winter: the time of year when it gets later earlier. — Anon
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THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS: PRIDE

This month we start a new series looking at the 7 Deadly Sins, a list compiled
by Pope Gregory 1 in AD 590 to describe the nature of sin. This month we
consider pride, ‘the beginning of all sin’ (Augustine).

Pride is preoccupied with self and denies the need for others or God. We see it
present in the first sin, when Adam and Eve wanted to become like God
(Genesis 3:5).

What does pride look like? Jesus told the story of two men, a Pharisee and a
tax collector, who went to pray in the Temple (Luke 18: 9-14). The Pharisee
stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people,
robbers, evildoers, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a
week and give a tenth of all I get.” (11,12). He illustrates how pride is
essentially putting ourselves in God’s place and believing we can run our own
lives. It’s subtle and self-deceptive and eats away our lives: ‘Pride goes before
destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18).

So how do we deal with pride? The answer is humility. The tax collector stood
at a distance ‘he would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and
said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” (13). This man was right with God,
because he acknowledged his sin and his need for forgiveness. Humility is
being realistic about ourselves, and acknowledging our total dependence on
God. We develop it by giving ourselves wholeheartedly to God and repenting
of our desire to do things our way: ‘Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s
mighty hand, that he may lift you up.’ (1 Peter 5:6).

‘Humility is not in thinking less of yourself, but in thinking of yourself
less’ (Rick Warren).

Written by Canon Paul Hardingham and taken from Parish Pump, a resource
for Parish magazines.
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When you go through difficulties.

‘But the Lord was with Joseph’ Genesis 39:21

To reach his destiny, Joseph, in the Old Testament, went through betrayal,
temptation, slander and wrongful imprisonment, but he came out on top. Here
is what Joseph recognised that you need to recognise too:

a)

b)

God knows what you are going through, and He cares. There is a key
phrase that is found five different times in the story of Joseph. © But the
Lord was with Joseph.” Even when everything was going wrong, Joseph
never doubted that God was with him.

You have been given freedom of choice. God gives you the freedom to
choose how you will react to your circumstances — faith or doubt, joy or
despair, patience or impatience etc. When you choose to ignore what is
right, God will not force His will on you. Sometimes we bring problems
on ourselves and then blame God. We say, “It must be God’s will,” as if
God gets pleasure out of planning our mistakes and miseries! The truth of
the matter is that God’s will isn’t always carried out. Yes, He has a plan
for our lives, but He has also given us free will. And because He has also
given others free will, their mistakes and decisions can hurt us as well.
God is in control of the final outcome. He can take every negative cir-
cumstance in your life today and turn it around for your good. In the end
Joseph could say “You meant it for harm, but God meant it for

good.” (see Genesis 50: 20 ) And while God was working to bring good
out of his situation, Joseph had to keep trusting Him, even though at the
time, he did not understand what was happening - and we must do that
too.

Source U.C.B. Word for Today
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Church Calendar January 2026

Morning Prayer will be said in Church Monday — Friday at 9am ~ All are
welcome to join us. The Church Building will be open on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings between 10.30am — 12.30pm for people to sit and pray or to find out
more about The Rutherford Project

Thursday 1% Bank Holiday — No Morning Prayer or Thanksgiving on a
Thursday today. Morning Prayer will resume on Monday
5th January

Sunday 4™ Epiphany
9.30 am  Parish Eucharist with Lego Church followed by

refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall
530pm  Evening Prayer in Church

Tuesday 6™ 9.00am  Working Party in Churchyard

Wednesday 7" 1.45pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
7.45pm  Bell ringing practice* (not at Broomfield,
contact Chris)

Thursday 8" 10.00 am Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall
Friday 9" 4.15pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall

Sunday 11" The Baptism of Christ
9.30am  Morning Prayer followed by refreshments
in St. Leonard’s Hall

Monday 12" 1230 pm  Film & Lunch Club in St. Leonard’s Hall

Tuesday 13" 9.00am  Working party in the Churchyard
10.00 am  Standing Committee meeting, Committee Room
530pm  Light Group Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall

Wednesday 14" 10.00 am Mid-week Eucharist in Church with Coffee
Morning after in St. Leonard’s Hall
1.45pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
7.45pm  Bell ringing practice*

Thursday 15" 10.00 am Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall
2.00 pm  Beetle Drive in St. Leonard’s Hall

Friday 16" 9.30am  Thanksgiving on a Friday in the Lady Chapel
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Sunday 18"

Monday 19™
Tuesday 20™
Wednesday 21*
Thursday 22™
Friday 23™

Sunday 25™

Tuesday 27"
Wednesday 28™

Thursday 29™

Friday 30"

February 2026
Sunday 1%

Tuesday 3™

8.00 am
9.30 am

7.30 pm

9.00 am

10.00 am
1.45 pm
7.45 pm

10.00 am
2.00 pm

9.30 am

9.30 am

9.00 am

9.00 am
1.45 pm
7.45 pm

10.00 am
2.00 pm

7.30 pm

9.30 am
4.15 pm

9.30 am

5.30 pm
9.00 am

The Second Sunday of Epiphany/Christingle
BCP Holy Communion

Christingle Family Service followed by
refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall

Community Outreach Event Planning Meeting in
St. Leonard’s Hall

Working Party in Churchyard

Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue
Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
Bell ringing practice*

Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall
Ladies Group in St. Leonard’s Hall

Thanksgiving on a Friday in the Lady Chapel

The Conversion of Paul
Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in St.
Leonard’s Hall

Working Party in Churchyard

Day of Prayer in Church
Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
Bell ringing practice*

Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall

A League of Friends at Broomfield Hospital in
St. Leonard’s

Community Outreach Committee in

St. Leonard’s Hall

Thanksgiving on a Friday in the Lady Chapel
Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall

Candlemas/Presentation of Christ

in the Temple

Parish Eucharist with Lego Church followed by
refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall

Evening Prayer in Church

Working Party in Churchyard
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Wednesday 4™  10.00 am  Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue
1.45pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
7.45pm  Bell ringing practice* (not at Broomfield,

contact Chris)

*Bellringers please call Bell Tower Captain Chris before Practice sessions to
check that they are going ahead 07730 796422

for more details, visit our website: www.stmarybroomfield.org

The Week of Praver for Christian
Unity - 18" to 25™ January

This year the prayers and reflections are from the Armenian Apostolic Church,
along with the Armenian Catholic and Evangelical Churches.

These resources draw upon centuries-old traditions of prayer and petitions used
by the Armenian people, along with hymns that originated in the ancient
monasteries and churches of Armenia, some of which date as far back as the
fourth century.

They extend an invitation to draw upon this shared Christian heritage and to
delve more deeply into our fellowship in Christ, which unites Christians
worldwide.

More details at: hitps://ctbi.org.uk/resources/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-
2026/
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An Introduction to the Books of the
Old Testament:

Song of Songs

The title of this book, ‘Solomon’s Song of Song’ (1:1), claims to be written by
Solomon, and while his name is mentioned seven times and several verses speak
of the ‘king’, the book may be more about Solomon rather than written by him.
However, it is reasonable to assume that Song of Songs was written in the tenth
century BC, during Solomon’s reign (971-931 BC).

The focus of the Song is God’s choicest gifts of love and the voice of this love
belongs to a woman, the beloved. It is her experience of love, both as the one
who loves and as the one who is loved, that is most clearly expressed. The Song
begins with her wish for her lover’s kiss and ends with an invitation for intimate
love. It describes the intimacies of married love as God intends it to be. She
speaks profoundly of love; of its beauty and delight; its exclusiveness (2:16); its
spontaneity (2:7) and its overwhelming power: ‘Place me like a seal over your
heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its jealousy
unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. Many
waters cannot quench love, rivers cannot wash it away.’ (8: 6,7)

God created man and woman, and established marriage as His purpose for
society (Genesis 1: 27; 2: 20-24). This Song is part of the wisdom literature and
shows us how to receive and live the gift of God’s love with thanksgiving and
celebration. However, the Song also speaks symbolically of the experience of
intimacy to be found in our relationship with Christ: ‘My lover is mine and I am
his...and his banner over me is love.” (2: 16 - 3: 4).

Written by Canon Paul Hardingham and taken from Parish Pump, a resource
for Parish magazines.
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/f= - +P St. Mary’s Ladies
J Group

A hush of concentration descended on St Leonard’s Hall at our November
meeting when 6 teams of Ladies Group members enjoyed an afternoon of
quizzing.

s

o *

There were various topics of questions including General Knowledge;
Geography (everyone now knows the capital of Kazakhstan!); “Who’s the
Author” and The Swinging Sixties.

One interesting round was called “Who is the youngest” when members were
given the names of 2 famous people and had to decide who was the younger
of the two. Prizes were awarded to the winning team of Ros Mercer; Margaret
Powell and Lylia Searles, whilst the team of Mavis; Margaret Ginn and
Rosalie Ritson were given the booby prizes.

There was much laughter during the meeting which concluded with Tea;
Coffee and delicious mince pies.

Sue Cole

One-liners

What did the raspberry say to the blueberry? Breathe, breathe!!!
When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an 1.

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.

A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.

A hangover is the wrath of grapes.
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St. Mary’s Ladies
Group

www.hopeandaiddirect.org.uk

Christmas Appeal 2025

Each year, Ladies Group conducts a Christmas Appeal to support less fortunate
women than themselves who are facing challenging circumstances. This year
we selected Hope and Aid Direct—a local charity providing humanitarian
assistance to Ukraine—as its beneficiary.

In 2024 Ladies Group invited Charles Storer MBE, the founder of Hope and
Aid Direct, to deliver a presentation on his organization’s work and we have
continued to maintain close contact with him. Upon enquiring about the most
urgently needed items for Ukrainian families this year, Charles suggested
toiletries (including toilet paper); washing items and family first aid products
as priority necessities. Members contributed either by donating selected items
or by providing monetary contributions to enable cost-effective bulk purchases.

The following items have been gifted by the Ladies Group Christmas Appeal -

1,000 wound cleaning wipes; 1,000 assorted waterproof plasters;
125 saline eyewash pods; 100 sterile eye pad bandages;

240 toilet rolls; 10 bottles of laundry liquid; 102 toothbrushes;
76 tubes of toothpaste; 56 bottles of shower gel; 70 bars of soap

I SEEE This was an amazing response by
Ladies Group members, and [ would
personally like to sincerely thank
everyone for their outstanding
generosity to support Ukrainian

families who are in desperate need
it this Christmas.

Sue Cole

2x Toothbrushes
(medium)
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Bible Quiz No.3
Odd one out (level 2)
Answers on page 43

Who was not an apostle? a) Peter. b) Steven. ¢) Matthew d) Nathaniel.
Which is not an Old Testament book? a) Jeremiah. b) Obadiah. c) Hezekiah.
d) Zechariah.

Who is not an Old Testament character? a) Rebekah. b) Sarah. c¢) Jessica.
d) Rachel.

Which place did Paul not visit?  a) Rome. b) Paris. ¢) Jerusalem.

d) Athens.

Which river is not in the Bible? a) Jordan. b) Nile. ¢) Pharpar d) Amazon
Which mountain is not in the Bible? a) Ararat. b) Everest. ¢) Sinai.

d) Hermon.

Which instrument is not in the Bible. a) Violin. b) Trumpet. c¢) Harp.

d) Flute.

Who was not a ‘Father of Israel’? a) Isaac. b) Ishmael. c) Abraham.

d) Jacob.

Which is the odd one out? a) Faith. b) Love. ¢) Sympathy. d) Hope.
Who is the odd one out? a) James. b) John. ¢) Peter. d) Matthew.



Are you taking a
mid-winter break?

If you are preparing to take off for foreign
climes, do keep an eye out for signs that have
English words... but perhaps not an English
meaning! In hotels and train stations and
airports all over the world there are polite
little signs that will bring a smile to the lips
of even an exhausted traveller. For instance,
how about these*:

Switzerland: We have nice bath and are very good in bed.

Romania: The lift is being fixed for the next day. During that time we regret
you will be unbearable.

Russia: If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are welcome to it.

Italy: If service is required, give two strokes to the maid and three to the
waiter.

Spain: Our wine list leaves you with nothing to hope for.

Denmark: In the event of fire, open a window and announce your presence in
a seemly manner.

Canary Islands: If you telephone for room service you will get the answer
you deserve.

*With thanks to ‘Lost in Translation: Misadventures in English Abroad’ by
Charlie Croker (Michael O’Mara Books, £9.99)
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Plaques

We are delighted that both a local
woodworker and Sandon Men’s Shed have
agreed to help us by fashioning the pew
remnants into beautiful plaques. These
come in a variety of styles and sizes, ideal
for use as house name or number plates, or
with a text, as negotiated with Sheila
Hasler. Prices vary according to size and
requirement.

Please see Sheila or Trudy.

BE STILL
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Try our January Sudokus (solutions on page 43)

Easy

Intermediate

©

8

6

4

9

© 2014 KrazyDad.com

5|6

3

©

2013 KrazyDad.com
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Crossword (answers on page 43)

Across

8 How the Abyss (NIV) is described in the Authorized Version
(Revelation 9:1) (10,3)

9 Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3)

10 The Ten Commandments (9)

11 In Roman Catholic theology, neither heaven nor hell (5)

13 Des cons (anag.) (7)

16 ‘Though [your sins] are red as — , they shall be like wool’ (Isaiah 1:18) (7)

19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)

22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah 24:9) (9)

24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5) (3)

25 First and last (Revelation 22:13) (5,3,5)

Down

1 Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1 Chronicles 5:15) (6)

2 Where David found the stone with which he killed Goliath
(1 Samuel 17:40) (6)
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‘Hour by hour fresh lips are making thy — doings heard on high’ (8)

4 ‘And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over
their — at night’ (Luke 2:8) (6)

5 United Society for Christian Literature (1,1,1,1)

6 ‘If he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would — — or a
tax collector’ (Matthew 18:17) (1,5)

7 Where Paul was taken when things became difficult for him in Berea
(Acts 17:15) (6)

12 Istituto per le Opere di Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1)

14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new — ; the old has gone, the new
has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) (8)

15 Used to colour ram skins red for use in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:5) (3)

16 Vat car (anag.) (6)

17 ‘Be joyful — —, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6)

18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts — — special treatment’ (1 Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)

20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21) (6)

21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6)

23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in Nazareth after he stood up (Luke 4:16)

4)

TWAM - Tools With A Mission (www.twam.uk)

e Do you have any tools you no longer need or
use?

e Have you got an old Sewing machine tucked
away in a cupboard?

If so, please let us know. This year Broomfield Methodist
Church is supporting the wonderful work of this amazing
charity. Recycling your unwanted tools could help us to
transform the lives of families in Africa.
Hilary Jackson
(hilary.jackson@hotmail.com)

33




BROOMFIELD
COACH TRIPS

Luxury day-trips DIRECT from Broomfield Village
Hall with NO other pickups or drop-offs!

* Run By Broomfield residents
For Broomfield residents

* Courier on each coach

*  Pick-ups at Broomfield Village Hall (parking available)
then straight to Destination - NO other pick-ups.

*  Payment for trips accepted by Credit Card, Internet
Banking, Cheque etc.

Trips include: Wroxham, Southwold, Eastbourne, Worthing,
Buckingham Palace, Swan Lake, Les Mis, Nutcracker,
Lion King, Phantom of the Opera, Jersey Boys,
Grease

and many more!

Dates/ Prices available from rayspiller@aol.com

or phone for printed list 01245-512997......07767607399
__ which will be dropped through your letterbox
www.broomfield-coach-trips.com

34




Local Electrician
Broomfield

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk
Do you find it difficult to get someone to
come and do a small job?
Extra Lights Additional Sockets New Fuse Boards
Rewires New Installations
Landlord and Homebuyer inspections

Fault Finding and Repairs

Qualified Electrician  Fully Insured
Reliable Service  Tidy Work
Free Quote Flexible Hours Reasonably Priced
Satisfaction Guaranteed

| will assure you of a quick response,
and a reasonably priced service...

Call Steve on:

Mobile number 07943889979
Home number 01245-443064
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CCOpP Funeral Directors

We are here when you need us 24/7 —

| SFAIR
Independent & Local Co-operative = ~ FUNERALS
Award Winning Customer Service EIE

PLANNING

FREE Aftercare & Support Groups
FREE Online Memorials & Tributes
Inflation Proof Funeral Plans

78 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford CM1 1SS
« 01245 353978

funerals.chelmsfordstar.coop Part of Chelmsford Star Co-operative Society Limited

TREBLE 8 CABS CHELMSFORD

Prompt Reliable Service

ALL AIRPORTS
4.5 or 6 SEATERS
WHEELCHAIRS

Local or Long Distance ’
SN

01245 838 888 o1245 838 888

BOOK NOW
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Children's Corner
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Children's Corner

Try our January Maze
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You

to take a look at what we have and what we do.
Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme

If interested then contact either.
Ian 01245 349212 Andrea 01245 269836 or John 01245 357177
Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN.

Tower Upholstery
FOR ALL YOUR ANTIQUE & MODERN UPHOLSTERY
HAND MADE FURNITURE TO TRADITIONAL STANDARDS ALSO
New foam & feather cushion interiors supplied.
Leather furniture repaired & recovered. Broken springs & frames repaired.
Scratches removed from woodwork.  Dining chairs recovered & repaired.
Ercol, Cintique & Parker Knoll Specialists. Full restoration & repolishing Service.
Main Road, Howe Street Chelmsford, CM3 1BG. TEL: 01245 361665
www.towerupholstery.co.uk

Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society
Our winter programme of evening talks will resume on January 21* when we will be
holding our Annual General Meeting. The meeting will start at 7.30 pm at Broomfield
Village Hall. Entry is free but there will be a small charge for refreshments. The AGM
will be followed by a talk on Essex Search and Rescue which is the charity our Society
supported during our last financial year.

If you would like further information on membership, are interested in joining our com-
mittee or anything else garden related, please contact us either by email
(bcgsshowsecretary(@gmail.com) or in person at the barn.

Friendly, reliable and reasonable.

LOCAL HANDYMAN

Happy to tackle any domestic job inside or out
(incl. kitchens, bathrooms, carpentry, gardening and decorating).

Call: Nick on 07971 561 215
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Answers to crossword on page 32

Answers to Bible Quiz No. 3

1. Stephen. 2. Hezekiah. 3. Jessica. 4. Paris. 5.Amazon. 6. Everest.
7.Violin. 8.Ishmael. 9.Sympathy. (Not listed in 1. Corinthians 13.)
10. Matthew ( no New Testament letter named after him.)

Solution to
Sudokus on
page 31

43



44

Index of Advertisers

Page
Andy Barnes Electrical Services 30
B P Window & Sons 38
Broomfield Coach Trips 34
Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society 42
Chelmsford Foot Clinic 36
Coop Funeral Directors 38
Local Handyman 42
MT Electrical Contractors 39
RHP Sports and Social (Bowls) Club 42
The Royal British Legion 37
Steve (electrician) 35
Tower Upholstery 42
Tracey’s Mobile Hairdressing 36
Treble 8 Cabs 38
WindowTech 30

Alun Powell (tel. 442842).
From September 2024 the rates (for twelve issues) will be:
Quarter page £30

Half page £60
Full page £120

If you would like to advertise in the Round Tower please contact:




CONTACTS

Virginia Buckley

Alun Powell
14 Butlers Close CM1 7BE
alun2 1 @btinternet.com
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The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard,
serving God and the people of Broomfield
yesterday, today and tomorrow

for more details visit our website
www.stmarybroomfield.org



