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Readings for July

These are the lectionary readings which we will use on Sundays during July. If
you cannot get along to church, do try to read the readings and reflect on them
on the days set.

Sunday 6™ July
9.30am Parish Eucharist 5.30pm Evening Prayer
Isaiah 66: 10 - 14 Psalm 66: 1 - 8
Galatians 6: 7- 16 Deuteronomy 24: 10 - end
Luke 10: 1-11,16-20 Acts 28:1-16

Sunday 13™ July

9.30am Parish Eucharist
Deuteronomy 30: 9 - 14
Colossians 1: 1 - 14

Luke 10: 25 -37

Sunday 20™ July
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 9.30am Family Service
Colossians 1: 15 - 28 Luke 10: 38 - end
Luke 10: 38 - end

Sunday 27" July
9.30am Parish Eucharist
Genesis 18: 20 - 32
Colossians 2: 6 - 15
Luke 11:1-13

From the Register of Services
May 2025

Burials
23" May Wynford John Morgan Aged 76years




Greetings from the Churchwardens

Dear Parishioners

With Easter, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday come and gone, we now have a lull
in specific celebrations in the Church Calendar. But business continues and we
are delighted to have baptisms and two weddings to look forward to in the
coming months.

We are very pleased that our relationship with Broomfield Primary School and
Chelmer Valley High School continues and we welcome pupils’ visits to the
Church and Churchyard (see page 5 for a report on the latest Primary School
visit).

Now that we are officially in an interregnum we have started the first few steps
in looking for a new incumbent which is an involved process. The PCC has
responsibility for this. A Parish Profile has to be produced which sets out a
detailed description of who and what we are and what we are looking for in a
new incumbent to take us on to the next chapter in the church’s journey. It’s a
combination of a CV and a job description! Please wish us well in this.

To assist in producing the profile we are hoping that Archdeacon Jonathan will
be at the morning service on 13" July to help us formulate our thoughts on what
are our strengths, our weaknesses and what we are looking for in a new
incumbent. This is your chance to have your say. There is a prayer of support on
page 4 which will remain in the Round Tower until a successful conclusion is
reached. We are also planning a day of prayer to support the parish in
September as we navigate our way through the selection process.

We are nearing the end of the academic year. Our best wishes and prayers go
with students leaving school and going on to apprenticeships, jobs and
further education/training. Examinations are now over and, hopefully,
satisfactory results will follow.

Our four year old grandson can’t wait to start school in September. Long may
his enthusiasm last, and our best wishes and prayers go to all those who, like
him, are entering the world of full time education. Starting school and leaving
school are also huge occasions for parents which we often forget. It’s a big life
change for all concerned.

At the time of writing this we are experiencing a heat wave which isn’t ideal but



let us hope that we don’t have a repeat of the disastrous thunderstorms of 1875
and 1925 which are described on page 12!

God bless

Mnrgnret

Churchwarden

Prayer for July

Lord, in this month, we, your church, remember Thomas.

Thomas, who asked questions and doubted when he didn’t see You with his own
eyes. And Lord, You walked through those locked doors of his questions and
doubts specifically to meet his needs.

Help us to come to you, honestly, with our questions and doubts, knowing that
You understand and will meet our needs too.

Help us to recognize You with eyes of faith - the only One who can help us.

May we declare, with Thomas, in humility, devotion and thankfulness, ‘My Lord
and my God!’. We pray in your powerful name, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Daphne Kitching
Taken from Parish Pump, a resource for Parish Magazines.

Our Parish will be in an interregnum for the foreseeable future and almost
certainly until the end of this year Please use the prayer below in this period.

A prayer for the interregnum

God our Father,

You have welcomed each one of us in Jesus and called us to be his body in this
place. Send us your Holy Spirit, at this time of uncertainty and change,

to fill us with vision and energy; make us faithful in prayer and worship,

that we may be true to our calling to bring new life to our community.

Guide with your heavenly wisdom those who are to choose a new Incumbent for
this parish, that the one whom we receive may be a wise and gentle shepherd of

your people: ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith, and to lead us by

example in loving obedience to your son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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Our ginkgo tree

Activities Team

On Monday, June 16th, we welcomed
Broomfield Primary School Year 1
pupils to St. Mary's Church to explore
the Churchyard, looking at the different
trees with the help of I-Spy Trees
activity sheets. We looked at trees large
and small, from the Giant Redwood to
the little Ginkgo, and measured the
trunk of the Cedar of Lebanon to find
out how old it is. The Ginkgo may be
small, as it was only planted about
twenty years ago, but it is an example of
trees that used to be around when
dinosaurs roamed the earth.

It was an enjoyable morning and this fun
activity helped the pupils to learn more
about trees and how to recognise them.

Our thanks to Broomfield Primary School,

pupils and staff, for coming to visit us and also to the volunteers for their

knowledge and enthusiasm.

Valerie Pattenden

What exactly is ‘a lie’?

A little boy was asked in a school exam to explain what ‘lying’ is. He wrote: “A
lie is an abomination unto the Lord, but a very present help in trouble.”

Come in

The choir was practising the anthem. The choirmaster said to the trebles: “Now
don’t forget, when the tenors reach ‘The Gates of Hell’, you come in.”



A sermon given by Canon John Brown
on Sunday 1* June, 2025, the Sunday after
Ascension Day, at 5.30pm Evensong

Readings: Old Testament Deuteronomy 34;  New Testament John 17

I guess like me there are some passages of the Scriptures which you welcome
hearing time and time again, and others which do not so hold your attention; it
wouldn’t bother you if you were not to hear them again until some distant time,
even if at all! This evening the lectionary of readings has offered us two
passages, one from the Old Testament and the second from the New, upon which
to meditate.

The Old Testament passage is the last chapter of the book Deuteronomy, the last
of what are called the Five Books of Moses - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy. It is a sad passage, not a passage praising Moses as
one would have expected on account of all he had achieved in rescuing his
fellow Jews from slavery in Egypt, leading them for 40 years through the Sinai
wilderness, providing them with a structure for corporate daily living,
introducing them to the God in whose name and by whose power he had
achieved such exploits, enlightening them as to the bond, the covenant,
symbolising the constant commitment of their God to them and his expectation
of a like commitment on their part to him. And now Moses had led them as he
said he would to the very bank of the Jordan stream which separated them from
the land to which he had promised he would lead them. But there his
commission ended; the young Joshua took over. So Moses never entered the
Promised Land. At the age of 120 he died, was buried, his grave unmarked, his
epitaph what he gave to his Jewish compatriots of the time, and what Jews still
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest today, in their year by year study of the
first 5 Books of Moses! One could say what a heritage to leave!

This evening’s New Testament reading was the 17" chapter of St John’s Gospel,
what is traditionally called Jesus’ High Priestly prayer. For me it is one of the
passages of Scripture of which having heard it I say: “Please read it again,” and
then, “Please read it again and again and again.” I can never hear enough of it.

We have no idea if St John listened in as Jesus conversed with the Father, or if
Jesus himself never voiced the prayer, but it is the construction of St John as a
result of the closeness of his relationship to Jesus, for Jesus had often shared
with his disciples the intimacy of his relationship with the Father, on one
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occasion saying: “I and the Father are one.” Does the authorship matter? 1
suggest not, but if we bear in mind that St John compiled his Gospel not with a
general audience in mind, like a thesis to be put on a bookseller’s shelf for
anyone to purchase, but for specific readers who in his own words at the original
end of the Gospel were informed: “... that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name.” So I
suggest we need to listen to the prayer in the light of this objective - it’s focus is
the intimacy between the Father and the Son, and the realisation of ‘life’ by
which I take it St John means that quality of life Jesus himself demonstrated
amongst all those with whom he had to do, and supremely of course the triumph
of his ’life’ over the evil which sought to destroy him by crucifying him, only for
him to rise ‘on the third day,’ this ‘life’ to become the experience of all who
choose to believe in this Jesus.

The prayer has four parts: first his plea that the Father would clothe him, Jesus,
in his own ‘glory’, we might say his ‘identity,” but astonishingly we might say,
primarily through his crucifixion. You may recall that according to St John Jesus
final words on the cross were ‘It is finished!” which we can translate: ‘I’ve done
it! That for which I came I have achieved! This sounds totally crazy to us,
doesn’t it? To triumph through being executed? Can we possibly believe this?
And for Jesus to interpret this as the supreme moment of his ‘being glorified.’
What are the implications for us? Something about being triumphant within
adversity? How we cope when life gets difficult?

The second part is Jesus’ dual longing that his immediate disciples might come to
the conclusion that his crucifixion was indeed the supreme moment of his
’glorification’ and that there might be an intimacy between all of them akin to
that between the Father and the Son.

The third part is the intriguing request that those first disciples, and by
implication can we say disciples since including ourselves, ‘be not taken out of
the world, but protected from the evil one.” This is so pertinent isn’t it, for if the
disciples are taken out of the world, where is the world’s hope? Much though we
might complain about the state of the world in which we and certainly others
have to live today, following Jesus’ prayer, if the Church is not present in the
world where is the world’s hope?

The fourth part of the prayer focuses on ‘those who will believe as a result of
what they have to proclaim’ and the sequel makes clear that this is not merely
what is spoken, but what is demonstrated in the quality of Christians’ relating one
with another, where we fail so miserably, don’t we? Jesus’ prayer was that all
disciples of Christ, then, now, and in the future, ‘may be one, even as you Father
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are in me, and I in you, that they may be one in us’ why? ‘so that the world may
believe that you sent me.” And why does the world need to believe that?
Because Jesus came to demonstrate a power greater than that of any evil, and in
so doing to invite all to experience ‘life’ in all its fulness, and an intimacy one
with another whereby each gives to and receives from each other, loving each
other as much as we love ourselves, and that usually is quite a lot!

We Christians live in and conduct ourselves in, silos do we not? Why is it that
differences are the basis of separateness rather than thought of as rich resources
waiting, not to be held in selfishness, but to be shared ? Yes, differences within
Christian Faith, and differences between Faiths. Why don’t we adopt that stance
which says: ‘They do it differently from us - what can we learn from them, what
can we invite them to discover, appreciate from us?’ And could we not make the
invitation to those who overtly claim to have no Faith - what is it that makes us
adherents of Christian Faith which you who seemingly are not might find worth
your while considering? In old fashioned terms it’s what is called ‘evangelism,’
which many have resisted either promoting or responding to, so maybe we need
to think how to engage with other Christians, those of other religions, those who
claim to have no Faith. Let us not be accused of keeping Christian Faith to
ourselves! You may be familiar with one often quoted verse in St John’s Gospel:
‘God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life,” Yes, the world. That’s John 3.16. Some
then go on to quote 1 John3.16:’By this we know love, that he laid down his life
for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for each other.” Perhaps we all need
to work out how we might ‘lay down our lives for each other’? Amen.

&thjafm Brown

Preaching hazards

Showing your new parish that you are a forceful preacher may not always be a
good idea, as the Rev’d. Sydney Smith found out when he first arrived at All
Saints Church in Foston in 1806. “When I began to thump the pulpit cushion on
my first coming to Foston, the accumulated dust of 150 years made such a cloud
that for some minutes I lost sight of the congregation.”



An Introduction to the Books of the Bible:

Romans

‘Paul’s letter to Rome is the high peak of Scripture...all roads in the Bible led to
Romans, and all views afforded by the Bible are seen most clearly from
Romans’ (J 1 Packer)

Paul probably wrote his letter to the Christians in Rome around AD 57 at
Corinth, on his third missionary journey. The original recipients of the letter
were predominantly Gentile, although Jews would have constituted a substantial
minority of the congregation.

Paul set out to explain the relationship between Jew and Gentile in God’s plan of
salvation, as the Jewish Christians were being rejected by the larger Gentile
group in the church. Paul begins by showing that both Jews and Gentiles are
sinners in need of salvation. He shows how the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus eternally affects both world history and every person.

This salvation, secured by Jesus, must be received by faith, as the example of
Abraham shows. As salvation is not just about starting the Christian journey,
Paul goes on to show how believers are freed from sin, law and death. This is
made possible both through their union with Christ in His death and resurrection
and by the indwelling presence and power of the Holy Spirit.

The theme of the book centres on the Gospel of Christ, which brings us into a
right standing with God though faith: ‘7 am not ashamed of the gospel, because it
is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew,
then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The
righteous will live by faith."” (Rom. 1:16,17).

Written by Canon Paul Hardingham and taken from Parish Pump, a resource
for Parish magazines.
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Eco Church

Hopefully the summer is now here, and we can get outside

to enjoy it all being well with some eco-friendly summer

activities. We might want to consider switching to a

renewable energy supplier, focus on reducing our plastic
waste, conserving water, supporting local businesses, and being mindful of
travel choices to minimize your environmental impact.

Here are some more specific ideas:

Reduce Plastic Waste:

Participate in Plastic Free July https://www.plasticfreejuly.org by avoiding
single-use plastics like water bottles, straws, and takeout containers.

Carry a reusable water bottle and shopping bags. For alternatives to plastic, opt
for paper, bamboo, or metal straws, and use glass or metal food storage
containers.

Conserve Water:

Be mindful of water usage, especially during warmer months. Do turn off the
Tap while brushing your teeth or washing dishes to save water. Collect
Rainwater by using rain barrels to collect rainwater for watering your garden.

Enjoy Eco-Friendly Activities:
e Explore Nature: Go for bike rides, nature walks, or camping.
e Gardening: Grow your own food or create a wildlife-friendly garden.

e Support Local businesses: Shop at local farmer's markets and support local
businesses.

e Staycations: Consider exploring your local area or taking a staycation rather
than flying abroad.

e Sustainable Transportation: Opt for walking, cycling, or public transport
when possible.

e Meat-Free BBQ: Consider a vegetarian or vegan barbecue to reduce your
carbon footprint.
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Other Considerations:
e Renewable Energy: Switch to a renewable energy provider for your home.

e Reduce Food Waste: Be mindful of portion sizes and use leftovers
creatively.

e Compost: Compost food scraps and garden waste to enrich your garden.
e Eco-Friendly Products: Use biodegradable soaps and cleaning products.

e Sustainable Fashion: Choose eco-friendly clothing and consider buying
second-hand.

e Litter Picking: Participate in litter cleanups to help keep your community
clean.

e  When making a cup of tea Do Not Fill the kettle.

e  When entering a room/building do not automatically put the light on without
thinking whether you need them on or not.

World Nature Conservation Day:

On July 28th, consider ways to celebrate and conserve nature -
Www.greenpeace.org/mena/en/five-ways-to-celebrate-world-nature-
conservation-day/

Prayers for July

In honour of Plastic Free July, I think prayers would be appropriate for The
Plastic Free Foundation https://plasticfreefoundation.net . They aim to end
global plastic waste. Their campaign, Plastic Free July inspires millions
worldwide to avoid single-use plastics. Over the past six years more than 1.7
billion kg of single-use plastic has been avoided globally — 46 million kg in
Australia alone.

Let’s pray that this charity succeeds in their mission and brings us closer to end-
ing global plastic waste.

Rachel Butterworth
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The material from Home Words has now, unfortunately, come to an end. In its
place there will be a new historical series, Broomfield 100 Years Ago This
Month, based on reports from local newspapers. Here is the first.

Broomfield 100 Years Ago This Month

The perils of fire

It appears that a century ago, the Fire Brigade based in Chelmsford was intended
to largely cover fires in the Borough area. Local parishes or the owners of
buildings in the villages surrounding Chelmsford had to apply to the Borough
and pay a retention fee, a form of insurance, if they wanted the services of the
local fire brigade to attend in the event of a fire. Thus we read in the Essex
Chronicle of 31* July 1925 that Mr F. A. Williams of Broomfield House had
applied for this service to cover both his house and Broomfield Church and his
application had been successful. It was agreed the Fire Brigade and appliances
would be allowed to attend fires at Broomfield House and the Church subject to
a fee of £1 1s (one guinea) per building being paid annually (the retaining fee)
and a commitment that a further payment would be made in the event of an
actual call out, the amount being set by the Council. The Town Clerk noted that
Miss Copland of Broomfield Place had made a similar application and she too
had been accepted into the scheme subject to the same charges.

The rush in Broomfield and, indeed, elsewhere in the rural areas to achieve this
cover almost certainly relates to an episode a week or so earlier. The Essex
Chronicle of 24™ July reported that “the picturesque old farmhouse at Warren
Farm, Roxwell Road, Writtle, the residence of Mrs Christy, widow of Mr James
Christy JP” had been struck by lightning during a terrific thunderstorm a few
days earlier, setting alight the “gable end of the front of the house....The alarm
was given, and the Chelmsford Borough siren was sounded amid loud bursts of
thunder and vivid flashes of lightning.”. The fire spread rapidly but help was on
its way. “The Chelmsford Brigade, under Station Officer Brignell promptly
turned out.” However, when it was discovered that the fire was outside the
borough boundary, and that Writtle does not pay a retaining fee for the
brigade’s services, as some of the surrounding parishes do, the brigade had no
option but to refrain from proceeding to the fire.” The occupants escaped safely
and although some furniture was saved, the house was destroyed.

The whole episode seems to have been a catalogue of errors. The initial
report of the fire had mixed up Warren House (in the borough) with Warren
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Farm (outside the borough) and the brigade had attended Warren House only to
find, of course. that it was not the right place. Returning to the fire station, the
crew discovered the correct address, realised it was outside the borough and not
covered by a retaining fee, and opted to stay put.

The Chronicle report went on to explain that in January 1922 the Town Council
“had decided that in no circumstances would the brigade or fire appliances be
permitted to attend or be used at fires outside the borough except where the
Parish Council concerned entered into an agreement with the Town Council to
pay an annual retaining fee or a sum equivalent to a halfpenny rate, the
maximum payment to be £25.” Some parishes had paid up but others, including
Writtle and also Broomfield, had not. Hence the rush by individuals such as Mr
Williams and Miss Copland, to provide their own cover. In essence the Town
Council was not willing to subsidise the outlying rural parishes. For Mrs Christy
the episode proved an expensive lesson.

Exactly 50 years earlier, in July 1875 another “very severe storm” had hit the
Chelmsford area according to the Chelmsford Chronicle of 2™ July 1875. “The
lightning was most vivid and was accompanied by heavy peals of thunder.
Torrents of hail and rain also fell, and traffic was almost entirely suspended for
upwards of an hour, the water running down the streets in such quantities that
they had the appearance of a swollen river, and the basements of some houses
were flooded.” There does not appear to have been any major fires during this
storm and there were no reports of loss of human life but buildings were
damaged and “near New Writtle Street a bullock was killed by lightning.”

Broomfield Road was said to one of the areas most affected “where hailstones
almost as big as walnuts rattled down for something like the space of an hour.”
The newspaper report singles out the residence of Mr Henry Collings Wells,
Broomfield Lodge, as being particularly affected. Mr Collings Wells was one of
Broomfield’s two churchwardens at the time and a major benefactor of the
church. “The flowers which were looking well, were seriously cut about, the
greater part of their foliage being entirely stripped off, and some of the plants
quite broken down, so much so, that it is feared they will not make sufficient
progress to attain perfection again this summer. The glass structures are broken
about very much, one house measuring 28 feet by 18 having upwards of 100
squares of glass broken, and other houses suffering more or less; fruit and
vegetables shared the same fate, strawberries and stone fruit being damaged to a
great extent.”
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Broomfield’s social scene

On 1% July 1925 Miss R Christy opened her home to the Junior Women’s
Institute. A Miss Mumford, of Brentwood, “gave an interesting demonstration
and lecture on raffia-flower making and there were “recitations and quotations
on Nature”, as well as country dancing, reported the Essex Chronicle of 3™ July.

Later in July there were two events at Broomfield Court, the home of Colonel
and Mrs Nash both reported in the Essex Chronicle of 10™ July. Mrs Nash
hosted a garden party for the (senior) Women’s Institute which included a
recitation competition won by Mrs Rotherfield. The second event was a garden
fete in aid of the Chelmsford Division Conservative Association. “Fine weather
favoured the fixture which attracted a large gathering. There were many and
varied attractions. Mrs Nash had charge of a fancy stall, while a novelty was an
Empire produce stall in (the) charge of Mrs Gordon Dickson and Mrs Tindal
Atkinson. The whole of the produce on this stall came from Wembley, and
comprised foodstuffs, etc., from all parts of the British Empire..” Other
attractions included games and there was a fancy dress cricket match. The band
of the 5" Essex (Colonel Nash’s old regiment) “played a number of selections”
and in the evening there was dancing.

Broomfield’s houses

Of the houses referred to above Broomfield Court and Broomfield Place are still
standing. The former can be found in the hospital complex, the latter near Angel
Green opposite the Angel public house. Broomfield Lodge which was situated
close to Sixth Avenue was rebuilt and Broomfield House was demolished in
1979 the land becoming the site for the Church Green properties.

Alun Powell
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PonDER wiTH CANON JOHN

I put fingers to keyboard between the Festivals of Ascension and Pentecost.
Having thought long and hard, I conclude that the reason why I have been
particularly moved this year by St Luke’s account of the words of Jesus to his
disciples in the run up to his Ascension and then of his account in the second
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles of their being endowed by the Holy Spirit is
because of the state of world society today, and that the Christian Church is the
only institution in world society which holds hope for the rescue of humankind.
Let me explain.

In the latter verses of the 24™ chapter of his gospel, St Luke has Jesus offer to his
disciples an interpretation of ‘the law of Moses,” ‘the preaching of the prophets,’
and the ‘outbursts of the psalms’ as foretelling his coming, his identity, and the
content of his ministry or activity in their midst. He then went further saying that
what we call Old Testament scriptures foretold that the Messiah expected by all
Jews, would suffer, but then rise from the dead ‘on the third day,” and that
resulting from this death and resurrection, the call to repentance would initially
ring out in Jerusalem the city where the people he came to rescue crucified him,
then to be heard by the totality of humankind, repentance, because the events of
that first Good Friday and Easter Day offered forgiveness of sins. Then of course
he faced the 11 disciples, they in all probability totally unexpectant and said to
them: “You are witnesses of all of this; [ am sending you to do the proclaiming;
in a matter of days you will be the recipients of an equipping which will enable
you to be and to do what I require of you.’

Unlike St John, St Luke of separates off Jesus’ resurrection and ascension from
the outpouring of the Spirit. For St John the outpouring of the Spirit occurs in
the privacy of a fast-bolted upper room on the evening of Jesus’ resurrection
appearance to Mary of Magdala. Here Jesus is described by St John as
‘breathing out’ the Spirit which is in him: it is a recalling of the creation story in
Genesis 2 where the sculpture having created a corpse, breathes into it his own
breath so that the corpse becomes a living being. For St John there is an intimacy
between Jesus and his disciples whereby that same Spirit which has been the
source of his life now becomes the very source of their transformed lives. For St
Luke the manifestation of the Spirit at Pentecost is very much in line with the
Old Testament identity of God as the empowerer symbolised in the impact of
wind and fire.
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I return you to my claim as the first paragraph of this pondering. Every nation
of our world has its own political system by which governance is exercised and
under which societies function. Systems of governance are fundamental to the
enabling of the citizens of countries to interact. As we are only too aware some
systems of governance impose severe restrictions on their citizens’ exercise of
freedoms. Others are liberal inviting their citizens out of their freedoms to
contribute through elections to the membership of those whose responsibility is
the provision of governance. But no system of governance can control the
behaviour of citizens individually. They can encourage, they can punish, but
the way in which every individual conducts his or her life is the choice of the
individual. And I guess there are few of us who would want our freedom to
choose to be taken from us!

But this raises a big problem, does it not? I can choose to live my life oblivious
to others around me. Yes, [ need others to enable me to live day by day in a
host of different ways since none of us are self-sufficient! But if I choose so to
do, I can ignore the requests of others for me to respond to them in their need to
depend, their awareness of their own lack of self-sufficiency. The choice is
always mine, whether to live seeking satisfaction for myself and in so doing to
shut my ears and eyes to the needs of others, or to be open to them, sometimes a
risky and demanding response.

At the heart of Christian Faith the Gospels of the New Testament present
everyone with the story of the man the Church asserts was the God whom the
Jews worshipped and who they believed loved them above all other members of
the human race, being born into our human society, growing up within it, and
through his words and actions demonstrating how and why people should live in
harmony, each realising their fulfilment and full potential in their service of and
partnership with, their fellow human beings. He called his manifesto ‘The
Kingdom of God’ or ‘The Kingdom of Heaven.” But as you know the story so
well, it was the religious leaders of his own kith and kin who were not prepared
to tolerate this new vision he set out in his teaching and action, who persuaded
the then leaders of the Gentile world to have him silenced by execution. But the
assertion of the Church is that the evil perpetrated and successful against him on
that first Good Friday was not powerful enough to destroy him or all that he had
manifested as of the identity and will of the God whom he referred to as
‘Father.” And if you take St Luke’s version or that of St John, his last act was to
impart the Spirit which had identified and enlivened him into his then 11
disciples, commissioning them to tell everyone about his vision and his
conquest of the evil which sought to destroy him, adding that in his pattern of
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living, his teaching, his actions, and his triumph within crucifixion, forgiveness
of sins and therefore the opportunity of a new start could be the experience of
everyone.

So evil need not dominate; sins can be forgiven; the spilt milk cannot be
unspilt, but that does not mean new beginnings different from the past are not
possible. But how to get the message which is the repository of the Church
across to the societies of the world which so desperately need it, that is the
question I invite you to ponder, and not least during the absence of a vicar for
St Mary’s and the people of Broomfield at large. [ am willing to set aside time
on one day in each of September, October, and November to listen to and talk
with members of St Mary’s and the wider community of Broomfield, about
some of the issues facing our society today regarding which Christian Faith has
a contribution to make, and to come up with possible ways whereby that
contribution can be made. At this stage [ am not stipulating days or times or
even venues; all I want to know is if there are readers of the Round Tower
and/or people you know who would welcome such opportunities to listen and to
talk. If this includes you or people you know, please tell me or email me:
canonjbrown@mac.com. The invitation is to those who not only want to listen
but also to contribute!

&M»wn]afm Brown

A SAD SAD STORY ABOUT NOBODY

This is a story about four people named:
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.

There were important jobs to be done in church and Everybody was sure that
Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody
thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realised that Everybody wouldn’t do
it. It ended up that EVERYBODY blamed SOMEBODY when NOBODY did
what ANYBODY could have done.
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Trinity Sunday beliefs

On Trinity Sunday in June, Canon John wanted us to go from the service having
heard at least 18 beliefs — 9 Christian beliefs and 9 ‘other’ beliefs that could be
about anything and not necessarily Christian. He gave three Christian beliefs and
three non-Christian beliefs from himself and then asked Andy Mussell and
Christine Bailey to do the same. He then asked the congregation for theirs. For
those of you who missed the service, and for those of us who would like a
reminder of them here they are. It was a very thought provoking and fun service.

Christian Beliefs

Cannon John

I believe in God a fundamental mother/father reference point for everyone’s daily
living.

I believe in Jesus who shows everyone how to live triumphing over all evil,
whose teaching and activity is vital for every generation to heed, and who offers
to live his life in anyone who wishes to take him into themselves.

I believe in the Church as the society of which all are invited to be members since
in it all are welcomed and required to live in harmony with each other, and in so
doing it offers hope to the world.

Andy Mussell
I believe from the four “cans” of Methodism by John Wesley, that ‘All can be
saved’.

I believe living a Christian life will not be easy as the right thing to do is often the
hardest.

I believe that you should count your blessings, as they can be taken for granted.
Christine Bailey
I believe God knows and cares for every person he created and through Jesus

freely gives us the gift of Grace which we can call upon to help us live as God
wishes us to.

I believe that prayer is a time when we open our minds to spend time with God
and is a necessary way of building a relationship Him.

19



I believe in the importance of coming together as a Christian community to
support each other in prayer and praise.

Mavis Tebby

Although we discussed what sort of people we should be as Christians I saw
many friends and neighbours in the same light, some being exceptionally kind
and generous although they were not regular churchgoers, so what made me any
different?

My reason for coming to Church and identifying as a Christian is my belief in
the resurrected Jesus and His teachings.

Karen Paxton

This is the verse that spoke to me when [ was 28, after many years of ignoring
God.

Revelation 3:20

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and

opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.

I believe that God has been in my life as long as I can remember, and I pushed
Him away. His love and patience never left me, and I believe that His plan for
me was for me to eventually know Him. He guided me without my knowing and
when I had my first child at 28 and went to the church for preparation classes for
the christening service, He became real to both me and my husband.

‘Other’ beliefs (not necessarily Christian)

Cannon John

I believe that family life is vital since in a family parents and children are given

the supreme opportunity of learning how to live in harmony with each other and
so are equipped to take that pattern of living into all relating with others outside

the family.

I believe that to say ‘I can’t is rarely true: the truth is usually ‘I won’t’. Difficult
choices are usually the right ones.

I believe that I ought always to be willing to go the extra mile.

Andy Mussell
I believe that you should always be on time!

I believe that you should treat others as you wish to be treated. Always be kind,
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we never know what others are going through.

You can never judge a book by its cover — people are not always as they first
seem.

Christine Bailey
I believe I should treat everyone I meet kindly, to be open, friendly and
respectful.

I believe I should try my best to live an Eco-friendly lifestyle.

I believe it is important to try and give back to my community by taking some
time to volunteer where I can.

Rachel Butterworth

Miscellaneous observations on life today ...
If you can’t shine, at least twinkle! - Alistair Begg

Worry is like a rocking chair; it will give you something to do, but it won’t get
you anywhere. - Anon

People who cannot bear to be alone are the worst company. - 4 Guinon
You are only what you are when no one is looking. - R C Edwards

You must not always expect the wind to be at your back all the way to heaven. -
William Tiptaft

Age: the only thing that comes to us without effort. - Anon

If you will be cherished when you are old, be courteous while you are young. -
John Lyly
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Church Calendar July 2025

Morning Prayer will be said in Church Monday — Friday at 9am ~ All are
welcome to join us. The Church Building will be open on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings between 10.30am — 12.30pm for people to sit and pray or to find out
more about The Rutherford Project

Tuesday 1% 9.00am  Working Party in Churchyard
10.15am CVHS visit to church

Wednesday 2™ 8.45am Morning Prayer (15 minutes earlier than usual)
9.10am  CVHS visit to church
10.00 am  Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue
1.45pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
7.45pm  Bell ringing practice*

Thursday 3™ 10.15am CVHS School visit to Church
9.30am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel
(30 minutes earlier than usual)
10.00 am Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall
7.30pm  PCC Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall

Friday 4" 11.00am  Visit by friends of Chelmsford Museum
4.15pm  Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall
Sunday 6™ The Third Sunday after Trinity

9.30 am  Parish Eucharist with Lego Church followed by
refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall
530pm  Evening Prayer

Monday 7" 12.30 pm  Film & Lunch Club in St. Leonard’s Hall
(a week earlier than usual)

Tuesday 8" 9.00am  Working party in the Churchyard
530pm  Light Group Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall

Wednesday 9" 10.00 am  Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue
1.45pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
7.45pm  Bell ringing practice*

Thursday 10" 10.00 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel
10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall
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Friday 11"
Sunday 13"

Tuesday 15"

Wednesday 16"

Thursday 17"
Saturday 19"

Sunday 20"

Tuesday 22™
Wednesday 23™

Thursday 24"

Sunday 27"

2.00 pm

7.00 pm
4.15 pm

9.30 am

9.00 am
10.30 am
1.45 pm

7.30 pm
7.45 pm

10.00 am
2.00 pm

2.00pm

8.00 am
9.30 am

9.00 am

10.00 am
1.45 pm
7.45 pm

10.00 am
12 noon
2.00 pm

9.30am

12 noon

Friends of Broomfield Hospital
in St. Leonard’s Hall
Brumfelda Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall

Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall

The Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in
St. Leonard’s Hall

Working Party in Churchyard

Mid-week Eucharist in Church with Coffee
Morning after in St. Leonard’s Hall

Baftled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
PCC Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall

Bell ringing practice*

Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall
Beetle Drive in St. Leonard’s Hall

People and Stone Talk in Church - Churchyard
Stories (see page 19 for details

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity

BCP Holy Communion

Family Service followed by refreshments in St.
Leonard’s Hall.

Working Party in Churchyard

Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue
Baftled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
Bell ringing practice*

Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel
Funeral Service in Church
Ladies Group in St. Leonard’s Hall

The Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in St.
Leonard’s Hall

Baptism in Church
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Tuesday 29" 9.00 am  Working Party in Churchyard
Wednesday 30" 7.45pm  Bell ringing practice*

Thursday 31* 10.00 am  Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel
August 2025

Sunday 3™ The Seventh Sunday after Trinity
9.30 am  Parish Eucharist with Lego Church followed by
refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall
530pm  Evening Prayer

for more details, visit our website: www.stmarybroomfield.org

*Bellringers please call Bell Tower Captain Chris before Practice sessions to
check that they are going ahead 07730 796422

Next meeting on 8" July

Just turn up
or contact Jill Readings

07791 521999
stmarybroomfield@gmail.com

for more information

RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You

to take a look at what we have and what we do.
Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme

If interested then contact either.
Ian 01245 349212 Andrea 01245 269836 or John 01245 357177
Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN.
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GHA% St Mary’s Ladies
@ m’&"% Group

We were joined at our May meeting by
Tony Stringer a trustee of the charity
Friends of Namuncha. Namuncha is

small Maasai community situated in the
Rift Valley of Kenya. The charity works
with the local community to keep
children and young people in education,
support better health in the community and support the development of a
sustainable future.

PO BOX  1987- 2
waasa T '

L

Tony told us his love of Africa began in his 30s when he went with his young
family to Zambia to work as an accountant for a mining company for 7 years.
Much later in life when approaching retirement he was asked to lecture at
Anglia Ruskin University. ARU has connections to various African colleges
and Tony was given the chance to renew his love of Africa with a visit to
Kenya. This was when he became involved with the Namuncha Peace
Secondary School and joined the Friends charity.

To show Ladies Group members what the school was like we watched a film
about the first 10 years of the project which was interspersed with pupils
singing traditional songs. In 2010 with funding from the Kenyan Government,
a single tin hut classroom was built for primary age children. Education was
mainly for boys with few girls attending. In 2013 with additional funding from
the Friends the Namuncha Peace Secondary school was started. This catered
for both boys and girls with 3 streams — Primary — Junior and Secondary.

The friends have funded a kitchen, compostable toilets, materials for a science
lab and fencing for the school garden. The new school now has 600 pupils.

Looking ahead when pupils leave the school, many of the boys were leaving
the village to go “sand harvesting” — a very dangerous occupation. As most
transport in Namuncha is on motorbikes, repair and servicing shops have been
set up and boys encouraged to learn the trade.

In the community they have provided a health centre and a maternity unit
mothers and babies have been at great risk when giving birth in traditional
manyattas. Cooking was over open fires and soot on ceilings and wall was
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causing chronic lung disease and high mother and baby deaths. To improve the
situation, the Friends have funded indoor stoves with ventilating chimneys
which have a fan driven by solar power.

Many of the young adults are now going on to further education and they are
acutely aware of their future, their country’s future and their place within it.

Education is their passport to a better life and Ladies Group were pleased to give

Tony a donation towards a child from a needly family attending the
Namuncha Peace School.

Sue Cole

With our world leaders in mind....

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s character,
give him power. - Abraham Lincoln

Self-praise is no recommendation. - Anon

Being a character and having a character are NOT the same thing. - Anon
Only those who do not desire power are fit to hold it. - Plato

Greatness lies not in being strong, but in the right use of strength. - Anon.
Power intoxicates men. - James F Byrnes

It’s dangerous to try and be number one, because it’s next to nothing. - 4non
Your ambition, not your words, are your real creed. - Anon

It is easier to look wise than to talk wisely. — Ambrose

Truth needs no flowers of speech. - Alexander Pope

Nothing recedes like success. - W Winchell

Never expect to govern others until you have learned to govern yourself. - Anon
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The Film Club

Continuing with the ‘Robin Williams’ theme, the film for June was ‘Patch
Adams’. The 1998 comedy drama was based on a true story and very
endearing. It was set in the late 1960s and early 1970s and centred on the life
of a medical doctor in California. Hunter (Robin Williams) who had suicidal
thoughts and was sectioned himself, used his humour, rather than
psychotherapy to his fellow patients. This provided him with a new purpose,
and he ended up practicing, qualifying as a doctor himself. There was also
romance, and a great film soundtrack to sing along too. The ending was funny
and wrapped up the film brilliantly. You couldn’t hear a pin drop as the film
played and there was tea, cake and treats!! The film was enjoyed by all.

e The film for July will be “What We Did on Our
WHATWEDDON Holiday’ and will be shown on Monday 7™ July at

: 12.30 pm, (a week earlier than normal) I thought as
this will be the last film club before the ‘Summer
Hols’ I wanted to get into the ‘summer vibe’ and
watch a bright, funny, summer film. This film fits
the bill, starring Billy Connolly, David Tennant and
Rosamund Pike. It’s about a family who go on
holiday to the Scottish Highlands to visit their
‘Grandfather’ for a family celebration. The parents
are on the brink of divorce and their relationship is
very tense, but for the purpose of the trip they try to
pretend all is well! The problem is that the children
are not so good at keeping their secret!!! All hell breaks loose but things take a
turn the better!!! It’s a comedy/drama and I think we will all leave on a
‘high’ before we break for the Summer!!!

===y

Please note: There is NO film club in August. We don’t run it during the
summer hols due to people and me being away at all different times. So, the
next Film Club after July will be Monday 8" September at 1230, when we will
be showing...School Ties (recommended by John)

Sarah x

NB - We kindly ask for a small donation of £2 towards the costs in running
film club. Thank You.
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Hymn of the Month
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

Frederick William Faber was a noted English hymn writer, born in Yorkshire in
1814 and died 1863. He became an Anglican priest and at the age of 31,
transitioned to the Roman Catholic Church.

If you remember, ‘There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,” was sung at Rev’d
Caroline’s farewell service on 18™ May. It is one of her favourite hymns. Read
the hymn again, then turn to June’s edition of the Round Tower and starting at
the last paragraph on page 8, see what Rev’d Carolyn has written concerning
this hymn.

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea,
there’s a kindness in his justice, which is more than liberty.

There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven;
there is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgement given.
But we make his love too narrow by false limits of our own,
and we magnify his strictness with a zeal he will not own .

There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed,
there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the Head.

For the love of God is broader than the scope of human mind,
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more simple, we should take him at his word;
and our hearts would find assurance in the promise of the Lord.

Hymns published under copyright licence no: 270190
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Plaques

We are delighted that both a local
woodworker and Sandon Men’s Shed have
agreed to help us by fashioning the pew
remnants into beautiful plaques. These
come in a variety of styles and sizes, ideal
for use as house name or number plates, or
with a text, as negotiated with Sheila
Hasler. Prices vary according to size and
requirement.

Please see Sheila or Trudy.

BE STILL
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Try our July Sudokus (solutions on page 43)

Easy

Intermediate
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Crossword (answers on page 43)

Across

1 ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may strengthen you with power through
his Spirit in your inner being’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6)

4 ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6)
7 ‘Praise the Lord, O my — * (Psalm 103:1) (4)

8 See 5 Down

9 Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)

13 “Who of you by worrying can — a single hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)

17 “Your young men will see visions, your — men will dream dreams’ (Acts
2:17) (3)

19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14) (8)

24 “If this city is built and its — — restored, you will be left with nothing in
Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)

25 “The holy Scriptures, which are able to make you — for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)

26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations 3:12) (6)

27 Eve hit (anag.) (6)
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Down

1 ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find — for your

souls’ (Matthew 11:29) (4)

2 Where Peter was when he denied Christ three times (Luke 22:55) (9)

3 Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a convert from Hinduism,
— Sundar Singh (5)

4 ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose — — leaned in charge of the
gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2)

5 and 8 Across The Lover describes this facial feature of the Beloved thus:
“Your — is like the tower of Lebanon looking towards — * (Song of Songs 7:4)
(4.8)

6 ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians
6:14) (5)

10 Trout (anag.) (5)

11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)

12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)

13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)

14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who — bread into the bowl with
me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)

15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)

18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)

20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)

21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)

22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)

23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of the Babylonians, was one

Friendly, reliable and reasonable.

LOCAL HANDYMAN

Happy to tackle any domestic job inside or out
(incl. kitchens, bathrooms, carpentry, gardening and decorating).

Call: 07971 561 215
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BROOMFIELD
COACH TRIPS

Luxury day-trips DIRECT from Broomfield Village
Hall with NO other pickups or drop-offs!

* Run By Broomfield residents
For Broomfield residents

* Courier on each coach

*  Pick-ups at Broomfield Village Hall (parking available)
then straight to Destination - NO other pick-ups.

*  Payment for trips accepted by Credit Card, Internet
Banking, Cheque etc.

Trips include: Wroxham, Southwold, Eastbourne, Worthing,
Buckingham Palace, Swan Lake, Les Mis, Nutcracker,
Lion King, Phantom of the Opera, Jersey Boys,
Grease

and many more!

Dates/ Prices available from rayspiller@aol.com

or phone for printed list 01245-512997......07767607399
__ which will be dropped through your letterbox
www.broomfield-coach-trips.com
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Local Electrician
Broomfield

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk
Do you find it difficult to get someone to
come and do a small job?
Extra Lights Additional Sockets New Fuse Boards
Rewires New Installations
Landlord and Homebuyer inspections

Fault Finding and Repairs

Qualified Electrician  Fully Insured
Reliable Service  Tidy Work
Free Quote Flexible Hours Reasonably Priced
Satisfaction Guaranteed

| will assure you of a quick response,
and a reasonably priced service...

Call Steve on:

Mobile number 07943889979
Home number 01245-443064
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CCOpP Funeral Directors

We are here when you need us 24/7 —

| SFAIR
Independent & Local Co-operative = ~ FUNERALS
Award Winning Customer Service EIE

PLANNING

FREE Aftercare & Support Groups
FREE Online Memorials & Tributes
Inflation Proof Funeral Plans

78 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford CM1 1SS
« 01245 353978

funerals.chelmsfordstar.coop Part of Chelmsford Star Co-operative Society Limited

TREBLE 8 CABS CHELMSFORD

Prompt Reliable Service

ALL AIRPORTS
4.5 or 6 SEATERS
WHEELCHAIRS

Local or Long Distance ’
SN

01245 838 888 o1245 838 888

BOOK NOW
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Children's Corner
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Children's Corner

Try our July Maze
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Tower Upholstery
FOR ALL YOUR ANTIQUE & MODERN UPHOLSTERY
HAND MADE FURNITURE TO TRADITIONAL STANDARDS ALSO
New foam & feather cushion interiors supplied.
Leather furniture repaired & recovered. Broken springs & frames repaired.
Scratches removed from woodwork.  Dining chairs recovered & repaired.
Ercol, Cintique & Parker Knoll Specialists. Full restoration & repolishing Service.
Main Road, Howe Street Chelmsford, CM3 1BG. TEL: 01245 361665
www.towerupholstery.co.uk
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Answers to crossword on page 32

Solution to
Sudokus on
page 31
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The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard,
serving God and the people of Broomfield
yesterday, today and tomorrow

for more details visit our website
www.stmarybroomfield.org



