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Readings for November

These are the lectionary readings which we will use on Sundays during
November. If you cannot get along to church, do try to read the readings and

reflect on them on the days set.

Sunday 2" November
9.30am Parish Eucharist
Daniel 7: 1 -3, 1518
Ephesians 1.11 —end
Luke 6: 20 — 31

Sunday 9™ November
9.30am Parish Eucharist
Job 19: 23 —27a
Luke 20: 27 — 38

Sunday 16™ November
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
2 Thessalonians 3: 6 — 13
Luke 21: 5-19

Sunday 23" November
9.30am Morning Prayer
Jeremiah 23: 1 -6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1: 11 —20
Luke 23: 33 —43

Sunday 30" November
9.30am Parish Eucharist
Isaiah 2: 1 -5
Psalm 122
Romans 13: 11 —end
Matthew 24: 36 — 44

5.30pm Evening Prayer
Psalm 149

Isaiah 65: 17 — end
Hebrews 11.32 -12.2

10.50am Remembrance Service

Isaiah 2: 1 -5
James 3: 13 —end
John 15: 917

9.30am Family Service
Luke 21: 5-19

5.30pm BCP Holy Communion
1 Samuel 8: 4 - 20
John 18: 33 —37




Greetings from the Churchwardens

Dear Friends

Here we are with another month behind us in 2025. Autumn has now well and
truly arrived with out beautiful countryside transformed with autumnal colours.
We appear to have had a bumper crop with fruits and berries this year.

We have a message from Carolyn, our retired Vicar, and husband Jim on
page4. They will have moved to the South Coast by the time you are reading
this letter. We wish them all the very best in their new life and thank Carolyn
for her Ministry with us.

The advertisement for a new Vicar has been published and we now await with
anticipation for some applications to arrive for the position. Interviews will take
place in mid November if we are lucky and will hopefully be welcoming a new
incumbent in the New Year.

Church members and friends continue to keep busy with regular services,
funerals, weddings, christenings and all other activities, Little Lambs, Film
Club, Beetle Drive and a great deal of hard work in maintaining our lovely
Churchyard and buildings.

Planning has started for our Christmas Fayre and Christmas Services. Details of
the Christmas Fayre with a list of help and donations needed can be found on
pages 12 and 13. We are always in need of volunteers to help run the event so
please speak up if you feel moved to lend a hand, provide cakes, prizes etc etc,
or just come along and support and enjoy the event.

In the meantime we have the last People and Stone Talk of the year on 8"
November given by Alun Powell and entitled ‘The Pity of War: Broomfield’s
Great War Roll of Honour Continued’ (see page 21 for details). The talks have
been really successful again this year and continue to cover a vast range of
interesting subjects related to St. Mary’s Church. On pages 18-21 you can find
an article entitled ‘War Graves’ by Malcolm Taylor based on his talk last July.
The Rutherford Project has brought many bonuses to us.

On the following day we have Remembrance Sunday and our annual service
with the British Legion to remember those whose gave their lives for us in two
world wars. That is always an extremely poignant and moving service.



I’ll end with mention of this year’s Bereavement Service (see page 9 for details)
which is aimed at those who have recently been bereaved. The service will be
followed by a cup of tea and a chat with the benefit of speaking to church
members with a friendly ear as well as fellow attendees who are going through
the same grieving process.

God bless
Mnrgwret

Churchwarden

Fond Farewell

By the time you read this Jim and I will have moved to our new home in
Highcliffe. We are looking forward to a new adventure and long walks along the
sea front. I would like to take this opportunity, once again, to thank you for our
time spent in ministry together. We would also like to thank you for the gift of
money which we received a few days before we moved. We have decided to
spend this on a membership of The National Trust so that we have the
opportunity to explore new places in this strange world of 'retirement'.

I will continue to pray for you all as a new Vicar is appointed here.

May God continue to bless you all richly

Carolyn and Jim

From the Register of Services
September/October 2025

Baptisms
28™ September Robert Jones Davis
William James Davis
Burials
2" October Kathrine Norah Ann Gilbey Aged 92years
8™ October Elaine Jeanette Phyllis Corton-Perry Aged 68 years




While our Parish is in an interregnum which will extend until at least the New
Year, please use the prayer below.

A prayer for the interregnum
God our Father,

You have welcomed each one of us in Jesus and called us to be his body in this
place. Send us your Holy Spirit, at this time of uncertainty and change,

to fill us with vision and energy; make us faithful in prayer and worship,

that we may be true to our calling to bring new life to our community.

Guide with your heavenly wisdom those who are to choose a new Incumbent for
this parish, that the one whom we receive may be a wise and gentle shepherd of
your people: ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith, and to lead us by
example in loving obedience to your son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer for November

Heavenly Father,

Here we are in November — the month of short, dark days. A dreary, difficult
month, unless you have a birthday! Lord, it seems as if the world is permanently
in November at the moment. So much is so difficult for so many people, through
no fault of their own. And it seems to go on and on.

Lord, would You bring your healing light into the world’s darkness. Bring
transformation, compassion and a softening into the hearts of those with
responsibility for the conflict and the suffering, that they might work for peace
for all people. We know that nothing is impossible for you, Lord, so we pray in
faith — and in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Daphne Kitching

Taken from Parish Pump, a resource for Parish Magazines.



Sermon by Canon John on 28 September,
the Eve of the Feast Day of St Michael and All
Angels

The readings were: Genesis 28.10-17; Revelation 12.7-12; and John 1.47-end

According to St Mark and St Matthew they attended the presumably exhausted
Jesus following his 40 days in the wilderness being challenged, tested, by the
devil, the embodiment of evil; according to St Luke one was present in the
Garden of Gethsemane as the human Jesus and the divine Jesus battled it out as
to whether he would or would not go through with his Father’s will as to facing
trial, torture, mockery, false accusation, crucifixion: ‘Your will not mine be
done,” he eventually agreed. And according to St John they were the occupants
of an otherwise empty tomb, seated one at the head and one at the feet where the
crucified body of Jesus had been deposited by Nicodemus, almost as though they
were guardians of the wrappings in which the corpse of Jesus had been shrouded.

I refer of course to angels, the Greek word angelos simply meaning ‘messenger.’

That Old Testament passage from the Book Genesis read as this morning’s first
reading is intriguing is it not? Jacob, Isaac’s second son, not the firstborn who in
the culture of the time was always the favourite, deceives his father into giving
him the blessing reserved for his elder brother Esau - you know the story! -
and at the advice of his mother Rebekah Jacob flees from the wrath of his
brother, but then the day comes when the two will meet, and not surprisingly
Jacob is terrified. One evening following the setting of the sun, he lays down to
sleep and has this dream in which the angels, the messengers of God were climb-
ing up and down on a ladder whose foot was on the earth and whose top was in
heaven. And the message the angels gave to Jacob was the assurance that the
land on which he lay would be the inheritance of himself and his generations
and their generations, and furthermore that God would be with him ‘to protect
you wherever you go.” What a dream for this deceiver! When Jacob awoke he
was overcome: ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of
God, this is the gateway to heaven!” But that was not all! I suppose if you have
deceived someone, if you have tricked someone, leading them to believe that
what you have stood for, conveyed , is the truth, but it isn’t, and you have been
found out as a deceiver, there must always be that nagging doubt: ‘Will I be
believed in the future, will I be trusted?” Regrettably such is commonplace in
our national and international life today is it not? I need not elaborate! Jacob
resorts to making a bargain with God: ‘If God will be with me, if he will protect
me on my journey and give me food to eat and clothes to wear , so that I come
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back safely to my father’s house, then the LORD shall be my God, and this stone
which I have set up as a sacred pillar shall be a house of God.” Don’t you find
that fascinating? Bargaining with God - if you will then I will! Who’s in
charge? Who is God?

Today’s Gospel reading finds Jesus initially being snubbed by the stereotypical
Nathanael, a name which in Hebrew means ‘gift of God.” This ‘Gift of God’
saying: ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” And the brilliant response of
Philip who knows that one of the most difficult obstacles to relating is breaking
through stereotypes simply says to Nathanael: ‘Come and see for yourself.” And
according to St John Nathanael is completely wrongfooted as Jesus says to him:
‘Nathanael I saw you before you saw me, and I needed no persuading that you
were the sort of person who should be one of my disciples.” Someone who was
prepared to acknowledge that his previous mindset was wrong, and that he was
prepared to change! And according to St John it seems it was not enough for
Nathanael to acknowledge Jesus as: ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are king
of Israel, that is the longed-for Messiah,” but that Jesus adds: “Truly I tell you
you will see heaven opened wide and God’s angels ascending and descending,
not on the Son of God, but on the Son of Man.” The lines of communication
between the Son and the Father will be constantly open - yes, between the Son of
Man, the representative of humankind, you, me, all who have been, all who are,
all who will be - the Son as the mouthpiece of the Father because the Son ever
listens to the Father, the Father ever converses with the Son.

But we are also invited today to focus on Michael., like Gabriel in the first
chapter of St Luke’s Gospel, Michael an Archangel - seemingly there is a
hierarchy amongst angels!

Just take a moment to reflect on the name Michael MICHAEL. It’sa
Hebrew word ‘MIKA -EL’ which in its original is either a statement or a
question: “Who is like God.” So if gentlemen you have Michael as your first or
second or even third forename, and ladies if one of your forenames is Michaela,.
Just ponder for a moment the implications of your name! — Who is like God —
question or statement?

Michael the Archangel - he is there in the Old Testament in two places in the
Book of Daniel, chapters 10 and 12 when Daniel the Jew, has endeavoured to
remain faithful to God when he and those with him have been taken into exile in
what we nowadays call Iran, and Daniel often finds himself on his own facing
opposition, and it is the Archangel Michael who is depicted as coming alongside
him supporting him, encouraging him, in his isolation.

And he is there in the New Testament, in an often unread letter of Jude, just one
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chapter long, Michael arguing with the devil as to the significance of the Old
Testament, particularly the first 5 books assigned to Moses. More of that another
time!

But one of the key identifications of Michael the Archangel comes in the visions
or dreams recorded by St John in the last book of the Bible what collectively are
called his Revelation. In this morning’s second reading from Revelation 12 St
John envisions war in heaven - yes, war in heaven - doesn’t sound right does it!
- Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon and his angels - heaven
envisioned as a place where evil once also dwelt! - but Michael and his angels
overcome the dragon and his, and the dragon is thrown out of heaven and lands
where? Yes, here on earth! - but says St John in his vision, in complete contrast
to the power of the dragon it is the Lamb of God, paradoxically the crucified
Christ, who in his death, triumphs over the power of the dragon.

That’s the vision, but says St John, doubtless as a result of his own persecution
on the island of Patmos, the angels of the dragon continue to prowl about on the
earth seeking whoever they desire to devour: ‘Woe to you earth and sea, for the
Devil has come down to you in great fury, having been thrown out of heaven,
having challenged God as in the Garden of Eden when in contradicting the
directive given by God to our forebears Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit of the
tree in the midst of the garden, he led them to believe that in doing so they would
be like God, the God he in St John’s vision had challenged in desiring to usurp
him!” - but St John both warns and exhorts that the fury of the Devil is on
account of the fact that ‘his time is short!’ the days of evil will come to an end,
but until then?

Are you familiar with the main entrance to Coventry Cathedral? As you
approach the Cathedral an enormous statue stands before you fastened to the
walls of the new building - Michael stands erect, triumphant over a dragon
under his feet, and when inside you look towards the enormous glass west wall,
you look through to see the outer walls, the remains, of the original Cathedral
destroyed by German bombs during the Second World War. It is a picture, a
presentation, once seen you will never forget! And did you realise we have a
depiction of the Archangel Michael in the War Memorial stained glass window
of this church, standing astride a defeated dragon?

In my sermon a couple of weeks back I concluded by saying; ‘We must commit
to facing and endeavouring to destroy evil in whatever its forms.” Those of you
who read the Church Times may have read Canon Angela Tilby’s article in last
Friday’s edition headed: ‘“We have to reckon with the reality of evil.” She
reflects on the Feast Day of St Michael and all Angels and concludes: ‘The
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dragon is still about, both in society and in the human heart: Michael the
Archangel still has work to do,’ to which I add ‘realise we do not fight alone
but in partnership with him and the angels of God, and ultimately, ultimately,
the Christ through us will triumph’

Canon Joan Brown

A deeper problem

Young James started nursery and began bringing his drawings home. Each day
his mother admired the pictures and hung them on the refrigerator. But one
thing bothered her. James used only black and browns for his drawings. What
did that mean? Fearing a problem, and not wanting it to get worse, she decided
to take him to a child psychologist.

The psychologist delicately went to work. He gave James a battery of
psychological tests. Everything seemed perfectly normal. Yet every day,
James continued to bring home drawings in only blacks and browns.

Frustrated and fearful that something was terribly wrong, the child psycholo-
gist finally decided to give James some paper and a box of crayons and simply
observe what happened.

James opened the box of crayons and cried! “Oh, cool! A new box! At school
we only have old boxes. The only crayons left in mine are black and brown!”

Bereavement Service

For a number of years now a Service for those who have been bereaved during
the past year or in previous years has been held in Broomfield’s parish church.
This year’s Service will take place on Sunday 2™ November at 3.00pm. It will
be conducted by Canon John Brown, who in the absence of a Vicar is
maintaining Services in the church. All are welcome to attend. The Service will
be followed by light refreshments




FIRST AID TRAINING

On Tuesday 14 October a group of 12 met in the Church Hall for a First Aid
Training course delivered by Graeme Brown of Edip Training Ltd. This was
kindly authorised and funded by the PCC in response to a request for training.
Six of the attendees were from the Churchyard Working Party and remainder
from other organisations within our Church. In all of our Church activities there
are varying degrees of health risk, more so when working in the Churchyard.
First aid training provides skills to assist people who are injured or unwell
before professional help arrives, with the core principles including preserving
life, preventing further injury and promoting recovery. It is a recognised fact
that swift and effective First Aid can improve recovery.

So it was that our group was shown the basics of life support, the recovery
position, CPR, defibrillators, chocking casualties, seizures, wounds and bleeds —
bandages, anaphylactic reactions etc. The dummies were put through a vigorous
CPR from our attendees and dealing with chocking casualties provided much
mirth when the cork (symbolising the throat obstruction) was shot across the
room. Effective bandaging was also demonstrated. The course very much
required attendee participation and this was enthusiastically delivered.

The participants brought their own lunches and welcome refreshments,
including biscuits and sausage rolls, were provided by Valerie ably assisted by
David with the washing up!

A successful day and one that leaves us with the confidence that First Aid can be
effectively delivered should the worse happen to any of the Church community,
or our friends and family.

David Marcus
Photos 1717 Valerie Pattenden
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Our first aid trainees

Q Practice makes perfect

11






13



St. Mary’s Ladies
Group

On a lovely sunny autumnal afternoon, St

Mary’s Ladies Group held their Harvest

Lunch. The tables looked very nice, each

having a posy of seasonal flowers. The
lunch was a Ploughman’s with ham and cheese and a selection of rolls and
French bread with butter and a choice of apple or orange juice to drink. The
salad looked very colourful and there were dishes of spring onions, celery,
cucumber and sliced peppers to add. Coleslaw, chutney and mayonnaise were
also shared. For dessert we had a choice of apple crumble or cheesecake with
fresh cream and creme fraiche. Finally, tea and coffee were served, all thanks
to the hard work of the committee.

As Margaret Ginn was celebrating a “landmark” birthday that week, it was
good for all the group to be able to celebrate together. Also, it was nice to see
Barbara Curren who was able to join us again.

All in all, we had a lovely social afternoon.

Eileen Breen
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The Film Club

The film on 13" October was ‘School Ties’. It was requested by one of our
regulars, John, and after not being able to play it at the last two film Clubs we
‘finally’ watched it! It WAS indeed worth the wait!!

Starring Matt Damon, Ben Affleck and Chris O’Donnell, this film was set in
1955 Pennsylvania. A young lad (Matt Damon) received a scholarship to play
American football at a prep school despite his working-class background. This
was great news, but his Jewish upbringing dictated his fate and freedom of
fitting in. He had to work his way through each day making friends and he
found love along the way! Everyone watching was gripped to the screen and
enjoyed the film as well as the film club treats!! We discussed what to watch
next time (see below) and look forward to meeting up together next month.

DL e The film for November will be ‘Out of Africa’ in
ROBERT MERYL honour of the late Robert Redford and recommended

REDFORD ~ STREEP :
Dnsan O by one of our regulars,. It will be shown on

OUT OF AFRICA Monday11™ November at 12.30pm. The film prem-
' ) iered in 1985 and also starred Meryl Streep and

Micheal Kitchen’ It is a romantic drama loosely
g based on a book published in 1937. Setin 1913 a
marriage of convenience and a move to Nairobi to
_ run a dairy farm was the plan but plans change and
twists and turns commence! This film also has a
beautiful soundtrack so the volume will be UP for
everyone to enjoy!! Hope you will join us and em-
brace some of Robert Redford’s best work?

Don’t forgot your lunch and I’1l bring the goodies!!
ALSO REMEMBER, WE DISCUSSED THE CHRISTMAS CHURCH
FAYRE AND WE, THE FILM CLUB, WILL BE ENTERING THE
HAMPER RAFFLE AGAIN — Any
donations will be greatly received. Please bring them to the next film
Club 11" November.
THANK YOU. X

Sarah x

NB - We kindly ask for a small donation of £2 towards the costs in running
film club. Thank You.
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PonDER wiTH CANON JOHN

I write this on the second anniversary of Hamas’s invasion of Israel, an occasion
when once again the hope is of an end to the conflict in Gaza, with the release of
Israeli hostages both alive and dead, and of Palestinians held prisoner in Israeli
jails. Can we dare have hope that this ghastly conflict will at last come to an
end? By the time you read this you will know one way or the other!

I invite you to ponder on the future, the aftermath of the warfare - how will it
be? If we are not mistaken the requirement will be that Israelis and Palestinians
live side by side, those formerly at war, hating each other, terrified of each other,
now expected to live alongside each other, neither wishing to emigrate from the
land which they call their own. Many commentators have pointed out that the
origins of this conflict lie buried deep in the past, except that that past is very
much present, as it has been on a number of occasions in the not so distant
history of the two peoples. You only have to read the Old Testament from the
Book of Joshua on through Judges, the Books of Samuael, the Kings, Chronicles,
Ezra, Nehemiah , and the commentaries of the Prophets such as the three sections
of Isaiah, Micah, Amos, Hosea, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and so the rest through to the
last of the Old Testament books, to appreciate the commitment of the People of
God of old to what they regarded as their land, given to them by their God, yet
constantly sought after, plundered, warred over, initially by neighbouring tribes,
then nations from current day Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia. The
topic of warfare is there even in the Psalms!

So my invitation to you in your pondering this month is this: what will be
necessary on the part of both warring factions if they are to live side by side in
land they both refer to as ‘our own’? The ask cannot be regarded as ‘too big
since as [ have already stated, neither ‘side’ wishes to emigrate!

I have been thinking much recently about ‘mindsets,’ the content of people’s
thinking made public by the way they behave and live, mindsets I, you, meet in
the most obvious of ways: if you drive a car you will be only too aware of other
drivers, and they of course of you and I. Why do some drive so fast, so
recklessly, only to have to jam the brakes on when the green light turns to
orange, then red , and they haven’t managed to get through on the orange be-
cause the driver of the car in front has prepared to stop! Or when you are in a
queue , quietly awaiting your turn to be served, and someone wheedles their way
in in front of you, of course with no apology for doing so since presumably they
thought their need to be served was greater than yours! And saying ‘thank you’?
I rarely use the bus these days, but when I do I can’t help listening out to those
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who say ‘thank you’ to the driver, young people sometimes putting we older
adults to shame! Oh, these are terribly mediocre examples, but they are all
indicators of people’s mindsets, aren’t they?

Youn will recall two descriptions in the Acts of the Apostles of men whose
mindsets were totally transformed, some would say ‘turned upside down,’
others ,‘turned the right way up.’ It all depends on your starting point! Saul of
Tarsus’s conversion experience was very dramatic, and seemingly very public.
In his blindness he had to be led into the city of Damascus, the location of his
objective to arrest presumably Jews who had converted to Christian Faith.
Simon Peter’s conversion experience was private, on a roof top in Joppa.

But the outcome for both men was the same: a total transformation of their
mindset! Saul no longer committed to arresting Jews who had deserted to
Christian Faith. but rather becoming one of them; Simon Peter no longer
interpreting that same Christian Faith as for Jews alone, but as a result of a
Roman Centurion’s request to be baptised, suddenly coming to realise that
membership of Christian Faith knew no division between Jew and Gentile.
These were the same men whose behaviour and living one day was subject to
one content of mind set, but on the next was totally transformed. They could no
longer live today with the same mind set with which they had lived yesterday!

So my question for your pondering is twofold: First, how much has to change
in the mindsets of Israelis and Palestinians if they are to be prepared to live
harmoniously alongside each other? and second, is such change feasible?

Do you remember the aftermath of the apartheid regime in South Africa, when
Archbishop Desmond Tutu set up the ‘Truth and Reconciliation Commission’?
As I understand it the requirement was that those who administered the
Apartheid regime and those who were its victims and rebelled against it publicly
acknowledged their contributions, and in so doing sought forgiveness from each
other. But in order to participate in such a procedure there had to be a change of
mindset, and, for the majority on both sides, not an overnight transformation,
but a process of appreciating and valuing the other as having as much right to
live on and in the same land as themselves, giving to the other and receiving
from the other, in recognition that such dependency is the very stuff of our
ability to live, since none of us is self-sufficient, we all need the other and they
us!

So is there hope for Israelis and Palestinians jointly occupying the same piece of
the earth’s crust? I guess it depends on the willingness of both to change their
mindsets, of which we have to believe they are capable. What do you think?

&ﬂmm]afm Brown
17



WAR GRAVES

In the poignant words of his poem "In Flanders Fields" Lt. Col John McRae (a
Canadian Army surgeon) gives us a vivid insight into the view outside his field
hospital a mile or so from the First World War front line - "In Flanders Fields
the poppies grow between the crosses row on row". The crosses marked the
final resting place of those who had died of wounds. They might be called the
lucky few as their resting place was known. The vast majority of those who
died in that terrible conflict (80%) had no known resting place.

In battles prior to WW1 the dead were usually left where they lay, or if they
were lucky (?) bundled into a common pit with their comrades. There were
exceptions of course - Sir John Moore, who was buried in Coruna following the
battle of that name, Nelson, who was brought home for a hero's burial in St.
Paul's Cathedral - but these were not the 'common soldiery'.

No one was prepared for the sheer volume of death. No one knew how to deal
with those who had been buried, let alone the countless numbers unburied. No
organisation existed to deal with the "problem" - the sheer logistical problem
was unthinkable and very delicate.

As the numbers of those injured increased a variety of organisations, and
individuals, raised money and sent (Red Cross) ambulance units to deal with
the rapid collection & transport of the wounded. One such individual was
Fabian Ware, a 42 year old civil servant deemed unfit for service - he perceived
the problem and immediately approached the War Office requesting that his
unit be dedicated to dealing with the DEAD! His offer was accepted and the
unit redesignated the Graves Registration Commission.

Their work was recognised by many. Field Marshal Douglas Haig, in March
1915, wrote "The mere fact that these officers visit day after day the cemeteries
behind the trenches, fully exposed to shell and rifle fire, accurately to record
not only the names of the dead but also the exact place of burial, has a
symbolic value to the men, that it would be difficult to exaggerated."

By 1916 the Graves Registration Commission had been expanded to deal with
bereaved relatives and became the Directorate of Graves Registration &
Enquiries (DGRE). Maps had, and we're being produced, showing the
positioning of existing graves (whether singular or multiple) and as early as
1917 a working party had toured the Somme to determine what cemeteries and
memorials should look like. By May of that year the Imperial War Graves
Commission had been established by Royal Charter. Whilst the Commission
established it's principles - deciding that each grave should be marked 'in a
permanent material', in a common design and that the "dominating feature" of
cemeteries should be a cross (regardless of the beliefs of those buried there) -
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the work on the battlefields continued until 1921, when it ceased. By this date
tens of thousands of bodies had been recovered and reburied; less than 1 in 5 of
the 1.2 million dead from the British Empire had been identified (total Allied
dead was 6.8 million).

Following the Commission's establishment key figures were sought to design the
memorials. These were required to be well respected and leaders in their field.
Edwin Lutyens (who was to design the Cenotaph in Whitehall & the memorial
that is The Menin Gate), along with Herbert Baker & Reginald Bloomfield, were
to become the Principal Architects. Arthur Hill, who was later to become the
Director of the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, became the first Botanical
Adpviser - to ensure that not only the plantings well designed, but also suitable for
the climate and positionings of the cemeteries.

Whilst the term "marketing", and it's modern connotations, was not in use it was
recognised that a voice was needed, someone who the public admired and trusted,
who could provide powerful inscriptions on the memorials - but also advocate the
Commission's work. Rudyard Kipling (whose son was killed in September 1915
at the Battle of Loos - his grave was not identified until 1992 & the inscription
changed from 'unknown' to John Kipling) was to become a powerful literary
adviser. Kipling producing the booklet "The Graves of the Fallen" for the
Commission in 1919 explaining the intention of the Commission that "each
cemetery and individual grave should be made as permanent as man's art could
devise".

It was recognised that the majority of those who lost a loved one had been unable
to visit the grave and thus in 1928 another newly formed organisation, The
British Legion, organised what was to be called The Great Pilgrimage. A mass
visit to the newly established cemeteries and memorial in Flanders for family and
comrades - so that they might pay their respects. This was emulated in 2018 - 100
years after the end of that Great War - with 'The Great Pilgrimage 90' when all
Branches of, the now, Royal British Legion were encouraged to send a Standard
& representative with a wreath - the wreath bearing a message from local school
children.

And what of our own war graves in the churchyard? Whilst all were on active
duty in wartime their deaths were not the result of enemy action. In the Square of
Honour are three graves —
Pilot Officer James Wilton RAF Reserve - died in a mid-air collision.
Corporal Peter Kipling RASC - died in a road traffic accident in London (we
also remember his brothers - Guy Kipling, killed by enemy fire over the
North Sea with no known grave and Bernard Kipling, killed in action over
Holland; his grave in Holland is tended by local school children.
Lt. John Weston, Glider Pilot Regiment - crashed on a training flight.
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Elsewhere are -

2nd Lt. Stanley Coombes, Home Guard Anti-aircraft Battery

and, from the First World War:

2nd Lt. Bradley Cooper Johns Royal, Garrison Artillery - died of pneumonia
Driver Ezra Stephen Monk, Royal Engineers - died of pneumonia

Private John Smith (18 years) Ox & Bucks Light Infantry - drowned.

I started with John McRae a poet from the First War, it seems only fitting to end
with another by Laurence Binyon —

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them."

POST SCRIPT

In the past 10 years the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Recovery
Unit, based in Arras, and the MoD Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre
(JCCC) (“the war detectives”), based in a small block at Imjin barracks in
Gloucester, have found and buried the remains of more than 300 British soldiers.
While the majority could not be traced, their work has identified 60 of those who
died in battle. Many thousands more are still missing. Some will never be found
- but the war detectives say their work will never stop.

[with thanks to BBC News Scotland, 27" September 2025]

Malcolm T m;lar

Memorial to
Col. John McCrae
Essex Farm Cemetery
Flanders

Col. McCrae died of
pneumonia in January
1918 and is buried in
Wimereux Communal
Cemetery
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Church Calendar November 2025

Morning Prayer will be said in Church Monday — Friday at 9am ~ All are
welcome to join us. The Church Building will be open on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings between 10.30am — 12.30pm for people to sit and pray or to find out
more about The Rutherford Project

Sunday 2™

Tuesday 4™

Wednesday 5™

Thursday 6™

Friday 7"
Saturday 8"

Sunday 9™

Monday 10™®

Tuesday 11"

Wednesday 12"

22

9.30 am

3.00 pm
5.30 pm

9.00 am

10.00 am
10.00 am

1.45 pm
7.45 pm

9.30 am
10.00 am

2.00 pm
2.00 pm

9.30 am

10.50 am
12.30 pm

9.00am
10.45 am
5.30pm

10.00a m
1.45 pm
7.45 pm

The Fourth Sunday Before Advent

All Saints’ Day

Parish Eucharist with Lego Church followed by
refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall
Bereavement Service in Church

Evening Prayer

Working party in the Churchyard

Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue
Standing Committee Meeting in the Committee
Room

Baftled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
Bell ringing practice*

Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel
Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall

Pastoral Team Meeting in the Committee Room

People and Stone Talk — The Pity of War
(see page 21 for details))

The Third Sunday before Advent
Shortened Said Eucharist followed by
refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall
Remembrance Sunday Service

Film & Lunch Club in St. Leonard’s Hall

Working Party in Churchyard
Armistice Service on the Green
Light Group Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall

Bible Study Group — 2A Hearsall Avenue
Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
Bell ringing practice*



Thursday 13"

Saturday 15

Sunday 16"

Tuesday 18"
Wednesday 19™

Thursday 20™

Friday 21%

Sunday 23™

Tuesday 25"

Wednesday 26™

Thursday 27"

Friday 28"
Saturday 29"

9.30 am
10.00 am
2.00 pm

2.00pm

8.00 am
9.30 am

9.00 am
10.30 am

1.45 pm
7.45 pm

9.30 am
10.00 am
2.00 pm

4.15 pm

9.30 am

12 noon
5.30 pm

9.00 am

10.00 am
1.45 pm
7.45 pm

9.30 am
10.00 am
2.00 pm

4.15 pm
11.00 am

Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel
Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall

Friends of Broomfield Hospital in

St. Leonard’s Hall

Essex Organ Society in Church and
St. Leonard’s Hall

The Second Sunday before Advent
BCP Holy Communion

Shoebox Family Service followed by
refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall

Working Party in Churchyard

Mid-week Eucharist in Church with Coffee
Morning after in St. Leonard’s Hall

Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
Bell ringing practice*

Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel
Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall
Beetle Drive in St. Leonard’s Hall

Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall

Sunday next before Advent

Morning Prayer followed by refreshments in
St. Leonard’s Hall

Baptism in Church

BCP Holy Communion in Church

Working Party in Churchyard

Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue
Baftled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
Bell ringing practice*

Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel
Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall
Ladies Group in St. Leonard’s Hall

Choir practice in St. Leonard’s Hall
Church Christmas Fayre
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Sunday 30™ First Sunday of Advent
9.30 am  Parish Eucharist in Church followed by
refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall
6.00 pm  Advent Procession at Chelmsford Cathedral

December 2025
Monday 1% 730 pm  PCC Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall
Tuesday 2™ 9.00am  Working Party in Churchyard

Wednesday 3 10.00 am  Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue
1.45pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield
7.45pm  Bell ringing practice™®

for more details, visit our website: www.stmarybroomfield.org

*Bellringers please call Bell Tower Captain Chris before Practice sessions to
check that they are going ahead 07730 796422

TWAM - Tools With A Mission (www.twam.uk)

¢ Do you have any tools you no longer need or
use?

e Have you got an old Sewing machine tucked
away in a cupboard?

If so, please let us know. This year Broomfield Methodist
Church is supporting the wonderful work of this amazing
charity. Recycling your unwanted tools could help us to
transform the lives of families in Africa.
Hilary Jackson
(hilary jackson@hotmail.com)
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An Introduction to the Books of the Bible:
Ephesians

Paul wrote the letter of Ephesians around AD 60, while in prison at Rome. It was
probably a circular letter to be read in the house churches of Ephesus and the
local area. Paul founded the church over a period of three years (Acts 19:1-20:1)
between 52-55 AD. Ephesus was the leading city and commercial centre in the
region, famous for its temple to the goddess Artemis (Diana).

Paul’s aim in writing his letter was to help his readers understand the dimensions
of God’s purpose and grace for them and His eternal plan for the church. The
believers needed to understand their status ‘in Christ’ and the call to live a life
worthy of Christ. Ephesians is divided into two halves: chapters 1-3 concern
theological issues, while chapters 4-6 deal with the practical outworking of faith.

Having shown God’s purpose for the church, Paul shows how God has
reconciled individuals to Himself by grace (2:1-10). He has reconciled people to
each other by breaking down the barriers through Christ’s death (2:11-22). This
is the ‘mystery’ revealed by Paul (3:1-13) and he shows how Christ’s gifts
promote unity and maturity (4:1-16). The believer’s new life stands in contrast
to the old way of life without Christ (4:17—6:20).

The great overarching theme of the letter is that we are rescued by God not just
for our personal benefit, but to bring praise and glory to Him in our lives: ‘He
made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which
He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment
— to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.” (1:9,10).

Written by Canon Paul Hardingham and taken from Parish Pump, a resource
for Parish magazines.

25



PEOPLE & STONES TALKS
Our Church Bells

The ringing of church bells is a particularly evocative sound and we are lucky at
St Mary’s having such a skilled team of campanologists ringing us into the
church service each Sunday. Thus it was with some degree of curiosity that we
were able to learn something about the history and technique of this ancient
musical art. In the fifth of our 2025 series of People and Stone talks, David
Marcus described our church bells, the ringing mechanism and the mathematical
complexities of change ringing. Having described an intricate ringing pattern in
theory, it was wonderful to actually hear how it sounded when enacted by our
bell ringers. Our very sincere thanks are extended to David for his illuminating
presentation and to the campanologist who made it all come to life for us.

An article on the history of our bells may be found on the church website.

The Pity of War — Broomfield’s Great War Roll of
Honour

Alun Powell will continue his illuminating accounts of the fallen of the First
World War whose names are recorded on the roll of honour in the church and
which are read out at our Remembrance Sunday service each year. His talk is on
Saturday 8" November at 2pm. Please pass this message around the village to
anyone you think might be interested. Entry is £5 with the usual raffle and
refreshments. (See page 21)
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The Bells of St. Mary’s
and some of the Ringers
in action
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Bible Quiz No1

Meeting with Angels (level 1)
Answers on page 43

Who did the Angel Gabriel tell she would have a baby?
(Luke 1:26-38)

Who dreamed about a stairway to heaven with angels going up and down?
(Genesis 28:10-12)

Who did the angel save from being eaten by lions?
(Old testament book 6:21-22)

Finish the angel’s message to the shepherds “You will find the ...... r
(Luke 2:12.)

Does the word angel mean messenger. True or false?
(Luke 2:9-14)

At first only Balaam’s donkey saw the angel. True or false?
(Numbers 22:21-23)

Who were kept out of a garden by a cherubim?
(Genesis 3:24)

Who was told by an angel in a dream to go to Egypt?
(Matthew 2:13)

What colour were the clothes of the angel who rolled the stone from the
tomb?  ( Matthew 28:2-3)

Who is the greatest of the angels?

Shorts

A pessimist's blood type is always b-negative.

I'm proud to announce that I have completed the first item on my bucket list. I
have the bucket.

Somebody just threw a handful of Omega 3 tablets at me! It's okay, I only
suffered super fish oil injuries.

The only thing that wakes you up faster than coffee is spilled coffee.
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Grave certainties

As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a funeral director to
play at a graveside service for a homeless man with no family or friends. The
service was to be at a cemetery some distance away. As I was not familiar with
the area, I got lost and finally arrived an hour late. The funeral director and
hearse were long gone. There were only the diggers left and they were eating
lunch. I went to the side of the grave and looked down. The lid was partially
covered with soil. The diggers stared at me over their sandwiches, and I sensed
their reproach that I had deserted this dead man in his final hour of need. I
didn't know what else to do, so I started to play.

The diggers looked quite startled at this, and put down their lunches. But they
stood quietly enough while I played out my heart and soul for this man with
no family and friends. And as I played 'Amazing Grace,' the workers began to
weep. They wept, | wept, we all wept together.

When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for my car. Though my
head hung low, my heart was full. As I opened the door to my car, I heard one
of the workers say, "I never seen nothin' like that before, and I've been putting
in septic tanks for twenty years."

Apparently, I'm still lost....
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Plaques

We are delighted that both a local
woodworker and Sandon Men’s Shed have
agreed to help us by fashioning the pew
remnants into beautiful plaques. These
come in a variety of styles and sizes, ideal
for use as house name or number plates, or
with a text, as negotiated with Sheila
Hasler. Prices vary according to size and
requirement.

Please see Sheila or Trudy.

BE STILL
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Try our November Sudokus (solutions on page 43)

Easy

Intermediate
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Crossword (answers on page 43)

Across

1 The sixth disciple (Matthew 10:3) (11)

9 ‘And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the — — * (Matthew
6:13) (4,3)

10 Love intensely (Song of Songs 1:4) (5)

11 From Mt Carmel to Jezreel, Elijah — all the way (1 Kings 18:46) (3)

13 One of the Midianite leaders who was captured and killed after Gideon’s vic-
tory in the valley near Moreh (Judges 7:25) (4)

16 Metallic element (4)

17 At line (anag.) (6)

18 ‘Cursed is everyone who is — on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13) (4)

20 Where Samson killed a thousand Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone (Judges
15:14) (4)

21 He succeeded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)

22 ‘When he saw him, he took — on him’ (Luke 10:33) (4)

23 ‘For — is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction’ (Matthew
7:13) (4)

25 ‘The god of this — has blinded the minds of unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 4:4)
(3)

28 Fear or terror (Psalm 31:22) (5)

29 ‘We, who are many, are one body, for we all — of the one loaf” (1 Corinthi-
ans 10:17) (7)
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30 Assyrian ruler assassinated by his sons while worshipping his god Nisroch (2
Kings 19:37) (11)

Down

2 ‘For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made — ’ (1 Corinthians
15:22) (5)

3 ‘After supper he — the cup’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (4)

4 The request of a man of Macedonia in Paul’s vision: ‘Come — to Macedonia
and help us’ (Acts 16:9) (4)

5 He disobeyed his father Judah by refusing to impregnate his dead brother’s
wife (Genesis 38:9) (4)

6 Iveto me (anag.) (7)

7 Fourth king of Judah (1 Kings 15:24) (11)

8 Priest of God Most High, who blessed Abram (Genesis 14:18) (11)

12 ‘I have made you — — for the Gentiles’ (Acts 13:47) (1,5)

14 Implore (1 Samuel 15:25) (3)

15 ‘Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the — , something sweet’ (Judges
14:14) (6)

19 ‘I am the most ignorant of men; I do — — a man’s understanding’ (Proverbs
30:2) (3,4)

20 ‘Sin shall not be your master, because you are not under — , but under
grace’ (Romans 6:14) (3)

24 Native of, say, Baghdad (5)

25 The last word in the Bible (Revelation 22:21) (4)

26 Heroic tale (4)

27 ‘Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you — * (John 8:32) (4)

Friendly, reliable and reasonable.

LOCAL HANDYMAN

Happy to tackle any domestic job inside or out
(incl. kitchens, bathrooms, carpentry, gardening and decorating).

Call: Nick Duke on 07971 561 215
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BROOMFIELD
COACH TRIPS

Luxury day-trips DIRECT from Broomfield Village
Hall with NO other pickups or drop-offs!

* Run By Broomfield residents
For Broomfield residents

* Courier on each coach

*  Pick-ups at Broomfield Village Hall (parking available)
then straight to Destination - NO other pick-ups.

*  Payment for trips accepted by Credit Card, Internet
Banking, Cheque etc.

Trips include: Wroxham, Southwold, Eastbourne, Worthing,
Buckingham Palace, Swan Lake, Les Mis, Nutcracker,
Lion King, Phantom of the Opera, Jersey Boys,
Grease

and many more!

Dates/ Prices available from rayspiller@aol.com

or phone for printed list 01245-512997......07767607399
__ which will be dropped through your letterbox
www.broomfield-coach-trips.com
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Local Electrician
Broomfield

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk
Do you find it difficult to get someone to
come and do a small job?
Extra Lights Additional Sockets New Fuse Boards
Rewires New Installations
Landlord and Homebuyer inspections

Fault Finding and Repairs

Qualified Electrician  Fully Insured
Reliable Service  Tidy Work
Free Quote Flexible Hours Reasonably Priced
Satisfaction Guaranteed

| will assure you of a quick response,
and a reasonably priced service...

Call Steve on:

Mobile number 07943889979
Home number 01245-443064
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CCOpP Funeral Directors

We are here when you need us 24/7 —

| SFAIR
Independent & Local Co-operative = ~ FUNERALS
Award Winning Customer Service EIE

PLANNING

FREE Aftercare & Support Groups
FREE Online Memorials & Tributes
Inflation Proof Funeral Plans

78 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford CM1 1SS
« 01245 353978

funerals.chelmsfordstar.coop Part of Chelmsford Star Co-operative Society Limited

TREBLE 8 CABS CHELMSFORD

Prompt Reliable Service

ALL AIRPORTS
4.5 or 6 SEATERS
WHEELCHAIRS

Local or Long Distance ’
SN

01245 838 888 o1245 838 888

BOOK NOW
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Children's Corner
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Children's Corner

Try our November Maze
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You

to take a look at what we have and what we do.
Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme

If interested then contact either.
Ian 01245 349212 Andrea 01245 269836 or John 01245 357177
Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN.

Tower Upholstery
FOR ALL YOUR ANTIQUE & MODERN UPHOLSTERY
HAND MADE FURNITURE TO TRADITIONAL STANDARDS ALSO
New foam & feather cushion interiors supplied.
Leather furniture repaired & recovered. Broken springs & frames repaired.
Scratches removed from woodwork.  Dining chairs recovered & repaired.
Ercol, Cintique & Parker Knoll Specialists. Full restoration & repolishing Service.
Main Road, Howe Street Chelmsford, CM3 1BG. TEL: 01245 361665
www.towerupholstery.co.uk

Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society
Our next evening talk will be Wednesday November 26™ 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm start at
Broomfield Village Hall. All are welcome. The entrance fee is £3.50 for members and
£4.50 for non-members. Refreshments included.

Gary Matthews will be talking to us about:

“The History of Easton Lodge — the Countess and her Gardens”.

It will cover the history of Easton Lodge estate from the late 1500s to the present day,
focusing primarily on the period since 1865, when three-year-old Frances Evelyn
Maynard inherited the estate. Little Frances went on to become the Countess of
Warwick and this talk outlines the work she did in the Gardens and the wider
community.

If you would like further information on membership, are interested in joining our com-
mittee or anything else garden related, please contact us either by email
(begsshowsecretary@gmail.com) or in person at the barn.
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Answers to crossword on page 32

Quiz No:1 Answers
1 Mary. 2) Jacob. 3) Daniel. 4) ‘baby lying in a manger.” 5) True. 6) True.
7) Adam and Eve. 8) Joseph. 9) White. 10) Jesus.

Solution to
Sudokus on
page 31
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Alun Powell (tel. 442842).
From September 2024 the rates (for twelve issues) will be:
Quarter page £30

Half page £60
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If you would like to advertise in the Round Tower please contact:
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Virginia Buckley

Alun Powell
14 Butlers Close CM1 7BE
alun2 1 @btinternet.com

Safeguarding Officer Lisbeth Hardy
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Organist Jill Parkin
parkinjill58@gmail.com

Little Lambs Virginia Buckley
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Bible Reading Margaret Ginn
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The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard,
serving God and the people of Broomfield
yesterday, today and tomorrow

for more details visit our website
www.stmarybroomfield.org



