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Readings for October 
 

These are the lectionary readings which we will use on Sundays during October. 

If you cannot get along to church, do try to read the readings and reflect on them 

on the days set. 
 

Sunday 5th October 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist      5.30pm  Evening Prayer 
  Habakkuk 1: 1 - 4, 2: 1 - 4      Psalm 142 
  2 Timothy 1: 1 - 14        Isaiah 49: 13 - 23 
  Luke 17: 5 - 10          Luke 12: 1 - 12    

Sunday 12th October 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist 
  2 Kings 5: 1 - 3, 7 - 15     
  2 Timothy: 2: 8 - 15     
  Luke 17: 11 - 19  
   

Sunday 19th October  
  8.00am BCP Holy Communion    9.30am Family Service   
  2 Timothy 3.14 - 4.5        Matthew 6: 19 - 21; 25 - 33 
  Luke 18: 1 - 8  
               

Sunday 26
th

 October 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist   
  Isaiah 45: 22 - end   
  Romans 15: 1 - 6 
  Luke 4: 16 - 24 

From the Register of Services 

August/September 2025 
   

Weddings 
30th August    Colin Stephen John Alborough-Green  

       & Tara Joanne Falltrick 

6th September    Alexander John Buckley & Carmen Alise Alcon Gardner 

 

Burials 
12th September      Louisa Grant       Aged 80 years 

18th September      Susan Karen Dawson     Aged 68 years 
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Greetings from the Churchwardens 
 

 

Dear Friends  
 

September proved to be a very busy but rewarding month as anticipated. One 

extremely hectic weekend of the 13th/14th September involved welcoming  

people for the Heritage Weekend, the Ride & Stride event for Essex Churches, 

the Gift Weekend and a marvellous plant sale which raised £555. Refreshments 

were available throughout with donations totalling just over £100 and we even 

managed a magnificent Harvest Lunch on the Sunday. I should like to thank all 

the wonderful people who made it all possible with their planning and hard 

work.  
 

The Gift Weekend has currently raised an excellent £3,144. Thank you all those 

who have contributed to this total. If you wish to add to it, please get in touch 

with our treasurer.  
 

Our Day of Prayer on 17th September was truly enriching, Thanks to Trudy, 

Chris and Canon John for arranging it, the theme being the interregnum, and our 

future incumbent. We even had the church bells rung during the day on the 

hour. The day finished with the delightful service of Compline led by Canon 

John, a lovely end to an uplifting day. Please look at page five which  

emphasises the importance and power of prayer in our Christian life. 
 

In September we had our Harvest Festival on the 21st. We were delighter to have 

over 80 in the congregation including many families with young children. The 

floral decorations were really lovely with pedestals, the windows, the porch  

inside and out and the lychgate included. Many thanks to Margaret Pinkerton 

and her band of ladies. The service included many of the traditional harvest 

hymns and it was lovely to welcome back the puppets after a long absence. 

Their performance contributed greatly to the very enjoyable service led by the 

family service team.  
 

On the 27th we were entertained  by another of our talks in the People & Stone 

series. A report on the talk about the Church Bells given by David Marcus will 

appear in next month’s Round Tower. 
 

God bless 

Margaret 
Churchwarden 
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The Value of Prayer 
 

The church is not just a building; it is the living body of Christ made up of 

believers who are called to worship, to fellowship, and to serve together. It is 

within the church that we find encouragement, spiritual nourishment, and a sense 

of belonging as children of God. Yet for the church to remain strong, effective, 

and faithful to its mission, prayer must be at the very heart of everything it does. 

A praying church is a thriving church, and through prayer, we invite the presence, 

power and direction of God into our midst. 
 

In every generation, the church faces challenges - whether it be persecution,  

division, spiritual weakness, or the temptations of the world. But prayer has  

always been the key to overcoming these challenges and advancing the kingdom 

of God. Prayer unites believers, strengthens faith, and empowers the church to 

fulfil its divine calling. It draws us closer to God and reminds us that the church is 

sustained not by human wisdom or strength, but by the Spirit of God working 

through His people. 
 

When the early church gathered in prayer, the Holy Spirit came upon them with 

boldness, miracles and revival (Acts 2: 42 - 47). The same truth applies today - 

when a congregation prays with one heart and one spirit, God moves mightily in 

their midst. 
 

Source: https://prayervest.com/prayers-for-the-church 

While our Parish is in an interregnum which will extend until at least the New 

Year, please use the prayer below. 

A prayer for the interregnum 
 

God our Father, 
 

You have welcomed each one of us in Jesus and called us to be his body in this 

place. Send us your Holy Spirit, at this time of uncertainty and change, 

to fill us with vision and energy; make us faithful in prayer and worship, 

that we may be true to our calling to bring new life to our community. 
 

Guide with your heavenly wisdom those who are to choose a new Incumbent for 

this parish, that the one whom we receive may be a wise and gentle shepherd of 

your people: ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith, and to lead us by 

example in loving obedience to your son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Prayer for October 
 

Dear Lord, 
 

In this autumn season, when the harvest is gathered, we thank You for Your  

provision for us. We have so much, and yet we see terrible images of starving 

children on our televisions and smartphones and in our newspapers. Lord, 

prompt us to do what we can to change things, whether that is by writing a letter 

or email to someone with influence, or by contributing in some way to aid  

agencies. 
 

Lord, we ask You to touch the hearts of those leaders of nations whose decisions 

cause such hunger and suffering. Soften those hard hearts, Lord. Fill them with 

Your compassion. May there be a new harvest of love – and a kinder world. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Daphne Kitching  
 

Taken from Parish Pump, a resource for Parish Magazines. 

Day of Prayer 
 

The walls of St Mary’s church have resounded with the prayers of the faithful 

for hundreds of years, so it was in a building already steeped in supplications 

that we added our own  relating to the future of St Mary’s. 
 

In the stillness and peace of this ancient building, hour by hour, we prayed for 

the world, our country, the community, and the imminent advertisement and  

appointment of our new vicar. The tolling of a church bell heralded each hour 

and a different theme, encouraging individuals at home or work and the wider 

village community to join with those in church. From 9am prayers, music and 

even singing filled each hour, until 9pm when, in a darkened church, we joined 

Canon John to sing the ancient service of Compline, 
 

Sincere thanks are given to all who led the prayers or tolled the bell each hour 

throughout this special day. 
 

Trudy Stevens 



6 

Sermon by Canon John on 31 August, 2025 
 

I preached the following sermon on the last Sunday of August. In fact I preached 

twice that Sunday since being a 5th Sunday, in the morning to the delight of 

some, Morning Prayer replaced a Eucharist, and then in the evening we  

celebrated Holy Communion according to the rite of the Book of Common  

Prayer.  
 

The compilers of the Lectionary of readings for the day had selected the  

following:  Ecclesiasticus 10.12-18 from the Apocrypha; the Epistle Hebrews 

13.1-8, 15-16; and the Gospel Luke 14.1, 7-14.  The Epistle and the Gospel  

passages were read at the evening Communion Service but not the Ecclesiasticus 

passage.  The sermon which follows is a compilation of my two offerings! 
 

If I was to ask you to list the Seven Deadly Sins would you be able to do so?  

Don’t feel guilty!  I had to look them up!    Pride, Greed, Wrath, Envy, Lust, 

Gluttony, Sloth.  Maybe you have included your commitment of one or more of 

these in the past week, in the Confession you have just uttered!  If so I trust you 

heard the Absolution which I pronounced! 
 

The most heinous of the 7 is Pride  -  it sets people apart!  Do you recall that  

parable of Jesus in St Luke’s Gospel chapter 18?  A Pharisee and a Publican both 

went into the Temple to pray:   

 “I thank you God, that I am not like the rest of mankind  -  greedy, dishonest, 

 adulterous  -  or for that matter, like this tax-collector.  I fast twice a week, I 

 pay tithes on all that I get.”  But the other kept his distance and would not 

 even raise his eyes to heaven, but beat upon his breast saying: “God have 

 mercy on me, sinner that I am.” 
 

and Jesus commented: 

 “It was this man, I tell you, and not the other, who went home acquitted of his 

 sins.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled;  and whoever      

 humbles himself  will be exalted.”       
 

Pride, associated traits such as status, role, self-righteousness, get in the way of 

relating, whether giving or receiving.  Do you recall the story also in St Luke’s 

Gospel of the victim of mugging on the road from Jerusalem down to Jericho:  a 

Priest, and a Levite, having seen the state of the victim,  crossed the road to pass 

by on the other side! A Samaritan however stopped, presumably not knowing 

whether the victim was a Jew or a Samaritan, a man or a woman, did what he 

could to ease the victim’s pain and wounds, lifted him on to his donkey, and took 

him to the next hostelry, asking the innkeeper to look after him, and promising to 

pay whatever the cost of his care.  
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The writer of Ecclesiasticus does not mince his words, he is very blunt:   

 The beginning of pride is to forsake the Lord. When the human heart revolts 

 against its Maker; what has a mortal to be so proud of?  He is only dust and 

 ashes, subject even in life to bodily decay. Today’s king is tomorrow’s corpse. 

 When anyone dies, he comes into an inheritance of maggots, vermin, and 

 worms. 
 

But hang on a minute  -  isn’t there a good side to pride?  Pride in appearance  -  

are we not urged to look after ourselves, not to neglect our appearance?;  pride in 

achievement  -  the musician, the athlete, the artist, the writer, the development of 

our abilities, the realisation of our potential?;  pride in identity  -  who I am, the 

quality of my being?   Fine, but beware that your conclusions are not the basis on 

which you wander into the realms of comparison, of superiority and inferiority, 

and so separate yourself off from others and they from you?  
 

Just think for a moment: What is our origin, yours and mine, what is it, who is it, 

that makes you you, me me?  Are we not in our very being essentially recipients, 

do we not develop what we have received, whether from parents, siblings, peers, 

educators, inspirers, God, made in the image of God, God as creator, God as  

resource?   
 

I am an admirer of Rowan Williams’ a former Archbishop of Canterbury’s  

writings.   Last year he published a book entitled Passions of the Soul, in which 

he introduces the reader to what he considers some of the riches of the Fathers of 

the Eastern Christian Church. Relevant to this theme of Pride he recalls the  

writings of one, Cassian who considers that pride strikes at the very root of our 

being: 

 ‘The angel who fell from heaven because of his pride bears witness to this.  

 He had been created by God and endued with every virtue and all wisdom, but 

 he did not want to ascribe this to the grace of the Lord.  He ascribed it to his 

 own nature, and as a result fell from heaven.’  
 

Rowan Williams himself adds:  

 ‘As persons we are constantly receiving, absorbing; and if we try to deny that, 

 once again we become not more, but less human. In the life of the Spirit, and 

 our life in relation to God, recognizing this is crucial.’  
 

So it’s something about the worth we ascribe to ourselves  -  ‘I have achieved this 

and this and this, aren’t I great?’  ‘Yes, but who, what, gave you the abilities, the 

resources, for you to achieve what you have achieved?’  Others can applaud our 

successes:  the risk is that we agree, and ascribe and take pride in our successes, 

as of our own abilities  -  “THE GREAT I AM” ! – and we forget that first and 

foremost we are recipients:  “I am only developing, utilising, that which I was 
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given by God!  He it is who deserves the praise, not me.”   
 

Do you listen to the Proms: recently composed music, we rightly praise the  

musicians;  but  then the spotlight  falls on the composer; without him, her, there 

would be no composition  for the orchestra to play.  How could Beethoven write 

those astonishing Symphonies and Concertos when he was stone deaf?  We 

praise him as well as those who play his compositions.  Did he ever think to  

himself:  “Oh what  a great composer I am!”  maybe compare himself with  

Mozart or Brahms: “My compositions are far superior to theirs!” – or did he 

humbly say: “I am only developing the gifts God gave me?” 
 

So is it the impact of pride, status, that Jesus is addressing when he is invited to 

share a meal with a Pharisee and presumably others?   Presumably sitting at the 

back of the room he watches as those invited take their seats as close as possible 

to the host who obviously sits on the top table.  Then suddenly in walks a really 

significant person and the host has to say to those already seated: “Sorry, but this 

person is more significant than you!  Please vacate this seat and occupy one  

further down the table.”  How embarrassing for the earlier guest!  “Why not wait 

for the invitation: “Friend come up higher”? 
 

And then Jesus noticed that when the feast was over and the guests left thanking 

the host for the wonderful meal and hospitality, many of them added: “Next time 

we have a party we’ll send you an invitation,” thinking to themselves that they 

would put on a better feast than they had just received! And maybe that was the 

hidden agenda in the mind of the host at whose table they had been guests: “I 

wonder if they will invite me to theirs?”   

 

Jesus addressed the Pharisee who had invited him to the party: 

 “When you are having guests for lunch or supper, do not invite your friends, 

 your brothers or other relations, or your rich neighbours;  they will only ask 

 you back again and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a party, invite 

 the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.  That is the way to find happiness, 

 because they have no means of repaying you.  You will be repaid on the day 

 when the righteous rise from the dead.” 
 

Give rather than receive!  Why?  Because you have been given by God all that 

you are, all that you have; you purchased none of it!  And do not have a hidden 

agenda which is actually about gaining something for ourselves even when we 

give? 
 

What a critic was Jesus!  It is no wonder that the religious leaders of his day, the 

Scribes and the Pharisees, hated him, and had to plot to get rid of him!  He was 

for ever being critical of them!  
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The writer of the Letter to Hebrews was no less demanding:  Never cease to 

show love to your fellow Christians!  Do not neglect to show hospitality  -  you 

never know, unaware you may entertain angels!  Remember those in prison, as 

though you were there with them; those who are being maltreated, for you also 

are vulnerable!  Never neglect to show kindness and to share what you have 

with others; such are the sacrifices of which God approves! 
 

According to St John, at his last meal with his disciples Jesus copied the  

example of the slave, washing his disciples’ feet  -  even the feet of Judas!   

Simon Peter’s initial reaction as Jesus approached him was to say in  

consternation: “Lord, you think you’re going to wash my feet?  Never!”  Said 

the slave Jesus: “Unless I wash your feet you have no part with me.”  So  

devoted was Peter to his Lord that he responded: “Not just my feet, but all of 

me.”  Responded Jesus: “Anyone who has bathed needs no further washing!”  I 

am not sure Peter understand the response until he heard Jesus addressing all 

the disciples as he said: “If I your Teacher and Lord have washed your feet, you 

also ought to wash one another’s feet.” 
 

I trust you have been listening to what I have offered you for between the lines 

I have been speaking of humility.  To be humble is not to be weak or not to not 

participate; it is rather to evaluate others with the same criteria of worth with 

which you evaluate yourself, in love offering yourself in all your uniqueness to 

others, recognizing their uniqueness, supporting and striving with them together 

to promote awareness of that kingdom of God which deep down is the longing 

of everyone. 
 

Canon John Brown          

Bereavement Service 
 

For a number of years now a Service for those who have been bereaved during 

the past year or in previous years has been held in Broomfield’s parish church. 

This year’s Service will take place on Sunday 2nd November at 3.00pm. It will 

be conducted by Canon John Brown, who in the absence of a Vicar is  

maintaining Services in the church. All are welcome to attend. The Service will 

be followed by light refreshments  
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 Broomfield Graves 
 

WILLIAM SPURGIN  

1813 - 1852 
 

To the memory of 

WILLIAM SPURGIN of the Angel Inn 

who died February the 20th 1852 

aged 40 years 
 

Also of WILLIAM infant son of the above 

who died Nov the 15th 1840 aged 12 months 
 

Also of DOROTHY wife of the above 

who died 23rd Feb 1887 in her 76th year 
 

There remaineth therefore a rest 

To the people of God 

 

This is one of four graves which were moved when St Leonard’s Hall was built. 

Interestingly it has a masons’ symbol on it. William Spurgin came from Hatfield 

Peverel and Dorothy Pitts from Writtle. William married Dorothy at St Mary’s 

in Whitechapel in 1839  with William recorded as a cattle dealer on his marriage 

certificate.   

The couple ran the Angel Inn for many years. 

Dorothy continued to run the inn with her  

mother in law Mary and son Thomas after  

William died. They were still there in 1861. 

Dorothy died at the age of 76 in 1887. There 

was a lot of sadness for this family with the first 

child of William and Dorothy  dying in infancy 

and their granddaughter, Anna Ellen’s death, at 

5½ years. Anna’s epitaph reads “She is not 

dead, the child of our affection, but gone unto 

that school where she no longer needs our poor protection. And Christ Himself 

doth rule”. Four graves side by side close in life and even closer in death. It is 

most unusual to see a pub or inn named on a gravestone. 

Karen Paxton 
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Broomfield 100 Years Ago This Month 
 

October 1925 was the month when the 

parish’s vicar, Rev’d. Charles Edmunds,  

retired through ill health after serving two 

decades in Broomfield. His time in the parish 

included the Great War and the grief and  

despair it would have brought to his  

congregation. Indeed, he would have  

experienced that himself since one of his sons 

was killed in Palestine in 1917. Rev’d . 

Edmunds died in 1926 aged 75 and he and his 

wife are buried in the churchyard along with 

the ashes of another son Rev’d. Horace 

Vaughan Edmunds. 
 

Next month’s Round Tower will include an 

article on his successor who came to the  

parish in November. Yes interregnums were 

much shorter in those days! 

 

Broomfield Entertainment 
It seems odd to us now but events such as Women’s Institute meetings were  

reported in the local newspapers. “The senior and junior members “ reported the 

Essex Chronicle on 23rd October, “held a successful whist drive and social  

evening on Wednesday. The hall was beautifully decorated, and the programme 

was carried out by the entertainment committee under Mrs Watts.”  For those 

who didn’t play whist there was a jumble word competition and, to complete the 

evening, “Mrs L Marriage sang, a team of junior members did folk dancing and 

the company joined in chorus singing.” 
 

Earlier in the month there had been a dance in the church hall with the music 

supplied by the Broomfield Popular Dance Orchestra. 

 

Alun Powell 
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A busy weekend 
 

Despite the turbulent weather, the sun and rain, thunder and lightning, St Mary’s 

was a hive of activity over the weekend of the 13th-14th September, and filled 

with the buzz of many voices. 
 

On Saturday morning the church courtyard was crowded with a wide variety of 

plants and produce for sale, raising the astonishing amount of £555. Grateful 

thanks are extended to Carol Knott and her team – the bellringers and others – for 

supplying and running the stalls. 
 

The Friends of Essex Churches Trust held their yearly Ride and Stride event 

which we support and have been supported by with grants for our various  

building works. We were delighted to welcome four stalwart participants – three 

up on last year! They took the opportunity of looking round the church too. 
 

In serving the Broomfield community, St Mary’s relies heavily on the generosity 

of many. Saturday was designated as our annual Gift Day in which all who value 

this ancient building are encouraged to show financial support for the ministry it 

offers. A total of £3,144 was raised over the weekend and sincere appreciation is  

offered to all who donated. Contributions continue to be welcomed! 
 

Following the morning service on Sunday and 

brief refreshments, everyone moved back into 

church whilst the hall was transformed to  

facilitate our Harvest Lunch. People were  

invited back in to find a large table positively 

groaning with the variety of dishes they had 

brought to supplement the meats, cheeses and  

beverages so generously supplied by Canon 

John. It was a wonderful feast enhanced by 

the camaraderie and social interactions  

enjoyed by all.  
  

You may be aware of the national Heritage 

Open Days festival of free events held every 

September (if not, see www.heritageopendays.org.uk ). Chelmsford  

participates with a number of interesting experiences available, not least being the 

talks and tours around our beautiful church offered by Ros and Ian Mercer. We 

are so fortunate at St Mary’s, and this provided a wonderful opportunity to share 

our heritage with others. Publicised on the national website, this attracted 40  

visitors on the Saturday and 29 on Sunday afternoon. It was a joy to be able to 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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welcome individuals and families from as far as Wickford, Grays and north  

Essex, as well as all around Chelmsford. Many who came had no idea we existed 

and some local people had never been inside the church before. We 

acknowledge with gratitude the hard work put in on our behalf by Ros and Ian to 

make this event so popular and successful. 
 

Ian also gave a talk at Patch in Chelmsford as part of the Heritage events and the 

20 or so in the audience learnt about the deep history in church walls featuring 

our church in Broomfield. 
 

Grateful thanks are given to all who created and served the superb refreshments 

to all our visitors throughout this busy weekend, and particularly to Karen  

Paxton who was deeply involved in most aspects of the two days. 
 

Trudy Stevens 
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Liberty and Wayne 
 

After last month’s article from Ladies Group written by Lemar, we thought you 

might like this from one of his working Colleagues. 
 

Hi, I’m Liberty, Guide dog. Blonde. Highly trained. And I work for Guide 

Dogs, not for the guy holding my harness - Although some days it feels like I 

am running a creche for lost grown–ups. Let’s get something straight. I’m 

trained to a professional standard.  I know kerbs, crossings, tactile paving,  

traffic flow, street layout, how to guide around crowds and how to ignore  

everything from chip wrappers to filthy spaniels. 
 

And then there’s him – my human (Wayne). He is, without doubt, the most 

loveable chaos magnet I’ve ever led. He’s kind. Brave. Passionate. But give 

him a quiet street, no background noise and, five seconds on his own – he’ll 

confidently head straight into a hedge thinking it’s a footpath. I once stopped 

him from walking full-speed into a delivery van.  He thanked a fence post  

because he thought it was a helpful pedestrian, and last week I swear he tried 

to cross the street because he smelt bacon. Spoiler Alert: it was a Greggs, three 

doors down. Now don’t get me wrong – I adore the man.   But I am a Guide 

dog, not the backup dancer. 
 

When I’m in harness, I’m working. Focused. Locked in. That yellow tag on my 

handle? It says “Please do not distract me. I’m a working Guide dog” 

It’s not for decoration – it’s because keeping him upright and out of traffic is 

already a full-time job. If you distract me – even for a second – he could step 

off a kerb, miss an obstacle, or end up hugging a post-box. Again! So, when 

people say “I know I’m not supposed to but …..”    - don’t finish that sentence. 

Just don’t. I’m not being rude.  I’m being responsible. I’m not here to be  

petted, whistled at, or offered your leftover chips. (Yes, even though he can’t 

give me any – trust me, I’ve tried.) 
 

Let’s be honest, you wouldn’t grab the steering wheel from someone driving a 

car, would you? Well, I’m his steering wheel.  Only fluffier, cleverer, and with 

far better road sense. And no – he’s not waving at you. He’s blind. 

If he looks your way, he’s probably facing the wrong direction, but doing it 

with absolute confidence. 
 

So, if you see us out and about – talk to him, not me. Although he can’t see he 

CAN speak. Ask before you interact. 
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If we’re somewhere safe and he has time, he’ll take my harness off and let me 

say hello properly – and when I SAY PROPERLY, I MEAN FULL LEAN, 

TAIL WAG, AND MAYBE A SNEAKY LICK OF YOUR COAT SLEEVE. 
 

But until then, I’ve got a job to do. And honestly? Someone has to.. 
 

Love  
 

Liberty 
 

Professional, Powerful, Patient. And the one keeping your local streets  

Wayne-free since 2024. 

    

Brian, Glynis & Susanne are collecting used stamps, ink cartridges old money, 

jewellery, watches, gadgets like dashcams & satnavs, cameras or mobile phones 

any condition.  On behalf of GD. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 

Grateful thanks are extended to all who 

participated in the Macmillan Coffee 

Morning on the 20th September. Once 

again, we were blessed with dry 

weather which encouraged a goodly 

number of folk to attend. We raised 

£698 on the day with possibly  

further donations forthcoming. Thank 

you all. 

 

Trudy Stevens 
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Ponder with Canon John 
 

Does it ever strike you that in history past and world situations present, it is  

individuals who have and do wield influence?  We could go back a long way in 

the Biblical record to Abraham, Jacob, the Egyptian Pharoah at the time of  

Moses, Moses himself, Joshua, David, Solomon, the Prophets recorded in the 

Old Testament, Daniel, John the Baptist, Jesus himself, Pontius Pilate, St Peter, 

St Paul, St John, and in post-Biblical historical time, individuals such as Julius 

Caesar, Plato, Augustine, the various Popes, and kings such as Henry VIII, and 

nearer to our own time, Adolf Hitler, Winston Churchill, Stalin, John F Kennedy, 

even Margaret Thatcher?  And in the Church, Archbishops William Temple,  

Michael Ramsay, Rowan Williams, and in the Roman Catholic Church Pope 

John 23rd, Pope Francis, in the Methodist Church John Wesley, in the Baptist 

Church John Bunyan  -  rather like the list of ‘heroes’ in the Letter to the  

Hebrews chapter 11, all of these I have mentioned  -  and many others could be 

included   -  individuals who made a significant contribution whether for good or 

for evil to the direction in which in some instances, world society, let alone our 

own, was journeying? 
 

What was the origin of their initiative, of their objective? 
 

Currently we live in times when the impact of individuals in positions of  

leadership once again is prevalent.  Some of the world’s political systems are so 

organised that individuals can assume dominating powers to themselves.  These 

systems usually result in the oppressing, endeavours to silence, those who do not 

agree with the policies and practices of those in the positions of authority.   

Freedom to be, one of the most precious possessions of every individual, so long 

as it is not exercised in a way harmful to others, is not permitted.  And as a result 

all the potential of such individuals which may be so beneficial to their societies 

at large, is not allowed to be developed, to be harnessed ‘for the common good.’ 

So such societies are deprived of the potential beneficial contribution of all of 

their citizens.  Isn’t that so sad, so shortsighted? 
 

On many occasions I personally have thanked God that I live in a country and am 

a member of a society in which, at least currently, there is opportunity for  

everyone to contribute, for potential to be developed and harnessed. Thank God 

that ours is a society in which difference is accepted, again I repeat so long as it 

does not result in others being harmed!  At heart such difference invites all of our 

citizens to contribute, such that it is appreciated as richness rather than as the 

source of division, all of us humbly invited to acknowledge that none of us is  
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self-sufficient, none of us is infallible, sometimes we get ‘it’ right, sometimes 

we get ‘it’ wrong, whatever the ‘it’ is!  This is the richness of our society isn’t 

it? 
 

For many years I have been an admirer and earnest reader of Martin Buber, a 

German-Jewish theologian, philosopher, advocate of partnership between Jews 

and Arabs.  He wrote a number of  books, the most famous of which was  

entitled ‘Ich und Du,’  ‘I and Thou,’ in which he invited ‘pondering’ on how 

people do and do not form and maintain relationships not merely between we 

humans, but with things, the natural world, all that, with which, who, we  

engage.  A second book he wrote is entitled ‘Between Man and Man,’ ‘Man’ 

being a generic title for human beings!  He devotes one chapter to discussing 

how those with differing views might relate positively towards each other rather 

than dismissive of each other.  His proposal is that each should try to enter into 

the mind, the reasoning, of the other, in order to appreciate the ‘truth’ of what 

the other is proposing, for his contention is that the ‘truth’ is not the possession 

of either individual, but rather lies ‘between,’ and it is only as each appreciates 

what has led the other to their conviction that there can be any beneficial rather 

than negative relating between them.  I have always found Buber’s proposal 

most enlightening:  it’s challenge is to really listen to ‘the other,’ and to accept 

that there may be aspects of the truth with which currently I am not familiar!  
 

The command of Jesus to his disciples is to love one another as he loved them, 

ultimately giving himself totally to and for them, and as Christian Faith asserts, 

for the whole of humankind, past, present, and future.  What was the origin of 

his initiative?  What was its objective?  His disciples, St John in particular, 

wrote of him being ‘God incarnate.’  That’s the theological term for: ‘God in 

human flesh’ just like ours!  Subsequently one of the other New Testament  

writers asserts: ‘He was/is the image of the invisible God.’  So the origin of his 

initiative was ‘of God.’! And the objective of his presence here on this earth and 

now in and through his Spirit?  ‘That your joy might be full.’  Is this something 

you have ever experienced, or does it still await you?  To really ‘love one  

another,’  to appreciate what we are able to give to others and to receive from 

others, this is what loving is all about!  So why not take the initiative  -  realise 

the joy in giving, and subsequently in receiving! 

 

 Canon John Brown 
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Hedgerow Harvest 
An update on the hedge line in the  

churchyard meadow area 
 

Have you been for a walk around the top meadow of the churchyard recently? 

Between 2019 and 2021 the 1st Broomfield Scout Group and members of the 

congregation and friends planted over 800 saplings to create a hedge around the 

fence line. One of the objectives was to provide an “autumn harvest” of berries 

and fruits for wildlife. The churchyard working party have been doing a great job 

maintaining the hedge, which is now starting to deliver on this particular aim of 

providing food and shelter for wildlife. 
 

Following a warm spring and summer the Dog 

Roses throughout the hedge produced lots of  

flowers so there is now a fantastic crop of rose 

hips. This is winter food for species like the thrush, 

fieldfare and redwing. In the 1940s, when citrus 

fruit imports were restricted, there was a  

government campaign to collect rose hips as a vital 

source of Vitamin C. Living in rural  

Gloucestershire as a child, I vividly remember gathering these from hedgerows 

with my mum and selling them for threepence per pound to be sent to Delrosa 

for processing into Rose Hip Syrup. 
 

Rowan or Mountain Ash berries are also prolific 

in the hedge line this year. They're a particular 

favourite of blackbirds, thrushes and redstarts. 

They can be made into jams or jellies and have 

historical medicinal applications for conditions 

like stomach disorders. They are rich in vitamins 

and antioxidants that boost the immune system. In 

folklore, they are supposed to ward-off evil. Each 

berry has a tiny five-pointed star or pentagram opposite its stalk - and the  

pentagram represents a variety of positive concepts, such as the human being, the 

five elements (earth, air, fire, water, spirit), and is an ancient protective symbol.  
 

The Hawthorns in the hedge are starting to produce their berries – called 

“haws”. Most birds eat these fruits, but they are a favourite of some of the  

smaller species like greenfinches, chaffinches, starlings, and hawfinches.  

However, there was a major attack of caterpillars earlier in the year on the  
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hawthorn bushes. These caterpillars are likely to 

have been from small ermine moths, which spin 

silken webs on the leaves for protection and  

communal feeding, and their larvae caused de 

foliation in the late spring/early summer. But with 

luck the bushes will recover next year. Hawthorn 

has deep roots in folklore and is considered a  

magical tree that can offer protection. Its thorny 

branches were historically used to create fences 

and the strong smelling flowers are used in May 

Day celebrations. 

 

A few of the Elders we planted in the hedge line 

are starting to produce elderberries which is a 

source of food for both birds and small mammals 

like dormice and bank voles, as well as for insects. 

It was said that an Elder planted by your house 

would keep the devil away! And those of you who are Harry Potter fans will 

know that Albus Dumbledore’s wand is made of Elder – “The Elder Wand”. 
 

I was surprised to see that some of the many 

Blackthorns we planted are starting to produce 

sloes. As a scientist by training, I decided a few 

years ago to carry out a Sloe Gin experiment to 

help determine the best pre-treatment method for 

the sloes – leaving them whole; pricking them; 

slashing them or freezing them. The resultant  

alcoholic beverages were then offered to a sampling panel of neighbours and 

friends one evening. After much sampling (and resampling) of the different gin 

variations, things became somewhat too hazy to record the final result of the 

experiment!  
 

We only have about a dozen Oak trees that have 

survived in the hedge line, and the hot weather has 

resulted in most already shedding any acorns they 

might have produced. But there’s lots of oak apple 

galls showing up on twigs and many gall lesions on 

the underside of leaves called “spangle galls”. Both 

these point to massive attacks by tiny gall wasps in 

the spring. Acorns are a favourite food of many 

animals such as squirrels, rabbits, wood mice and 
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badgers. Many of you will know we have badgers that come into the churchyard 

to forage. You can see their trails and foraging holes throughout the churchyard 

and also tracking across the meadow. 
 

So what of the other species we originally planted in the hedge line? Well, like 

the hawthorn, the Crab Apples were also decimated this year by tent caterpillars. 

They should survive, but they are still too young to produce fruit - maybe next 

year. The Hazel look very healthy, but again too young for producing nuts for 

the squirrels. And I noticed that a few “strays” have recently crept into the hedge 

– I spotted some Walnut saplings, a Sycamore and even a Sumac. Contributions 

no doubt from some of our parishioners – but all welcome to add variety to the 

hedge.  
 

Although we lost some of the early 2019 plantings due to drought, subsequent 

plantings in 2020/2021 were more successful, and the hedge is now well  

established and is providing both food and shelter for a whole range of wildlife. 

Roger Cole 
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The Film Club 
The film on  8th September was - ‘From Time to Time’, a last-minute change of 

film due to technical issues.   It was an unknown un-researched film (that I 

grabbed off the shelf) but was enjoyed by all even though we could only watch 

it in black and white!  The film was very ‘apt’ for this, so it worked out well!!  
 

The film was written and directed by ‘Julian Fellowes’ so it did have a 

‘Downton’ feel about it and had well known actors in it that also appeared in 

Downton Abbey.  Including the late ‘Dame Maggie Smith’, Hugh Bonneville, 

and Dominic West.   It also starred Pauline Collins, Timothy Spall and many 

more well-known actors.   The film was very different to what we’re used to.   

It had ghosts from the past and time travel thrown in the mix but did make 

very good viewing.   Everyone seemed engrossed in the film and at the end 

said how they enjoyed this and that it was something different – so all in all it 

was good – Phew!!   
 

We all enjoyed catching up after the summer break and enjoyed our tea, cake 

and treats!!    

The film for October will be ‘School Ties’ and will 

be shown on Monday 13th  October at 12.30pm.   

This film was requested by one of our regulars, 

John, and was due to be viewed in  

September but some confusion and technical  

issues, prevented us from watching it.  Sorry 

John!!   Anyway - I can confirm we WILL watch 

this film on this date.  Starring Matt Damon, Ben 

Affleck and Chris O’Donnell, its set in 1955 Penn-

sylvania, a young lad (Matt Damon) receives a 

scholarship to play American football at a prep 

school despite his working-class background.  But 

his Jewish upbringing dictates his fate and freedom 

of fitting in.   He must work his way through these 

making friends as well as finding love along the way!    I look forward to 

watching this one (as I am a Ben Affleck fan) !   Don’t forget to bring some 

lunch and I will bring the treats!!  

Sarah x  
NB - We kindly ask for a small donation of £2 towards the costs in running 

film club.  Thank You.   
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Church Calendar October 2025 
  

 

Morning Prayer will be said in Church Monday – Friday at 9am ~ All are  

welcome to join us. The Church Building will be open on Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings between 10.30am – 12.30pm for people to sit and pray or to find out 

more about The Rutherford Project 
 

Wednesday 1st    10.00 am   Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield 

      7.45 pm  Bell ringing practice* 
 

Thursday 2nd   9.30 am   Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Friday 3rd    4.15 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.15 pm  Quiz Night in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 5th         The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity  

      9.30 am  Parish Eucharist with Lego Church followed by  

          refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      4.00 pm  Pastoral Tea in St. Leonard’s Hall  

      5.30 pm  Evening Prayer 
      

Tuesday 7th     9.00 am  Working party in the Churchyard  
    

Wednesday 8th   10.3 0am  Mid-week Eucharist in Church with Coffee   

          Morning after in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield 

      7.45 pm  Bell ringing practice* 
  

Thursday 9th    9.30 am   Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.30 pm  Brumfelda Meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Friday 10th         4.15 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
       

Sunday 12th       The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in St.  

          Leonard’s Hall 
    

Monday 13th   12.30 pm Film & Lunch Club in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Tuesday 14th   9.00 am  Working Party in Churchyard  

      9.00 am  First Aid Training in St Leonard’s Hall  

      5.30 pm  Light Group meeting in St. Leonard’s Hall 
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Wednesday 15th   10.00 am  Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield 

      7.45 pm  Bell ringing practice* 
 

Thursday 16th        No Thanksgiving on a Thursday Service  

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      2.00 pm  Beetle Drive in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      7.30 pm  PCC Meeting in Leonard’s Hall  
 

Friday 17th    4.15 pm  Choir Practice in St. Leonard’s Hall 
 

Saturday 18th   10.30 am  Guild of Bellringers in Tower and in St.    

          Leonard’s Hall 
 

Sunday 19th        The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity   

      8.00 am    BCP Holy Communion  

      9.30 am    Family Service followed by refreshments in St.  

          Leonard’s Hall  
 

Tuesday 21st    9.00 am  Working Party in Churchyard 
 

Wednesday 22nd   10.00 am  Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield 

      7.45 pm  Bell ringing practice* 
 

Thursday 23rd    9.30 am   Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel 

      10.00 am  Little Lambs in St. Leonard’s Hall 

      2.00 pm  Ladies Group in St. Leonard’s Hall 
  

Sunday 26th        Last Sunday after Trinity   

      9.30 am   Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in St.  

          Leonard’s Hall 

      12 noon  Baptism in Church  
     

Tuesday 28th   9.00 am  Working Party in Churchyard 
 

Wednesday 29th    10.00 am  Bible Study Group - 2A Hearsall Avenue 

      1.45 pm  Baffled by the Bible - 68 Longshots Broomfield 

      7.45 pm  Bell ringing practice* 
 

Thursday 30th     9.30 am   Thanksgiving on a Thursday in the Lady Chapel 
    

Friday 31st      4.15 pm  Choir practice in St Leonard’s Hall   
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*Bellringers please call Bell Tower Captain Chris before Practice sessions to 
check that they are going ahead      07730 796422 

TWAM - Tools With A Mission (www.twam.uk) 
 

• Do you have any tools you no longer need or  

   use? 
 

• Have you got an old Sewing machine tucked     

   away in a cupboard? 

 

If so, please let us know. This year Broomfield Methodist 

Church is supporting the wonderful work of this amazing  

charity. Recycling your unwanted tools could help us to  

transform the lives of families in Africa. 

Hilary Jackson  

(hilary.jackson@hotmail.com) 

November 2025 
 

Sunday 2nd         The Fourth Sunday Before Advent 

          All Saints Sunday 

      9.30 am  Parish Eucharist with Lego Church followed by 

          refreshments in St. Leonard’s Hall    

      3.00 pm  Bereavement Service in Church  

      5.30 pm  Evening Prayer 

 
 

for more details, visit our website: www.stmarybroomfield.org 
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An Introduction to the Books of the Bible:  
 

Galatians 

 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians has been described as the ‘Magna Carta of  

Christian Liberty’, because it emphasises the freedom that we have through faith 

in Jesus Christ. Paul vigorously defends the truth that people are justified (‘made 

right with God’) by faith in Jesus Christ alone. Our standing with God is not  

determined by what we do, but by dependence on what Christ has done. 
 

It is generally believed that Paul wrote this letter in 48/9AD to the churches in 

the southern area of Galatia, which he planted on his first missionary journey. It 

was written before the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15), making it the earliest of 

Paul’s letters.  
 

Paul is dealing with Jewish-Christians (or Judaizers) who were advocating  

ceremonial practices of the Jewish law, including circumcision, in addition to 

faith in Christ as the means of salvation. They were undermining Paul's authority 

as an apostle, by asserting that his gospel didn’t agree with the apostles in  

Jerusalem. 
 

In response, Paul defends his apostolic authority and presents the true gospel, by 

emphasising the unique importance of Christ and His cross in salvation. He  

argues that ‘a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in 

Jesus Christ’ (2:16). He appeals especially to the examples of Abraham (3:6-9) 

and Hagar and Sarah (4:21-31), who stand in contrast as being a ‘slave’ under 

the law and ‘free’ in Christ.  
 

‘It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.’ (5:1). We are justified 

through faith alone and it is by faith alone that we live out our new life in the 

freedom of the Spirit. 

 

Written by Canon Paul Hardingham and taken from Parish Pump, a resource 

for Parish magazines. 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Galatians%202.16
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Galatians%203.6-9
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Galatians%202.16
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Galatians%204.21-31
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Eco Church   
 

When we think of protecting God’s earth, I know many of 
us acknowledge the importance of forests as they regulate 
climate by absorbing carbon dioxide and support diverse 
ecosystems and wildlife and much more. However, what I 
think is thought about less is the importance of our  

wetlands. Here’s why these places are so vital for our environment too.  
 

Wetlands are wonderful places for wildlife 
Wetlands are places where water and dry land meet - home to a wide range of 
wildlife, from dragonflies and damselflies to wading curlew and snipe; from 
carnivorous plants to flitting butterflies. The UK, with its predominantly rainy 
weather, offers the perfect conditions for the formation of wetlands.  
 

The lives of animals, plants and people depend on wetlands being in a good 
condition. Healthy wetlands store carbon and slow the flow of water, cleaning it 
naturally and reducing flood risk downstream. They support an abundance of 
plant life, which in turn provide perfect shelter, nurseries and breeding grounds 
for wildlife. 
 

A natural solution to climate change 
Plant matter steadily decays and accumulates in the waterlogged conditions of 
wetlands, meaning they are hugely important for holding carbon. However, the 
ability of a freshwater wetland habitat to capture carbon varies according to the 
condition of the wetland. Good management is critical to ensuring that the  
habitat can store more carbon for years to come. It is also vital that our  
remaining high-quality wetlands are protected, as it can take decades for  
restored wetlands to be able to draw down carbon at the same rate as natural 
wetlands.  
 

Peat is an invaluable habitat 
Most wetlands are peat-forming. When the ground is too wet for vegetation to 
decompose, a dark, organic matter called peat forms. This very slow growing 
material is an extremely important habitat for plants, which in turn support  
invertebrate and bird populations.  
 

As well as providing a valuable habitat for wildlife, peatlands are ‘carbon 
sinks’, removing carbon from the atmosphere and storing it. They’re also vital 
forms of flood defence and water purification. Peat acts as a sponge, absorbing 
rain, snowmelt and mist, then gradually releasing it back. This regulates the 
flow of rivers, reducing flooding after storms and maintaining flow in dry 
weather. Wetlands filter water too, improving the quality.  
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Threats and pressures to wetlands 
Wetlands can accumulate carbon for centuries, but in some areas of the UK we 
have lost over 90% of our wetland habitat. Between 2006 and 2012, over 1,000 
hectares of wetland was converted to artificial surfaces.  
 

In more recent years, the traditional management of wetlands has been replaced 
by industrial-scale use. Raised bogs especially have been (and in some places still 
are being) destroyed or degraded through industrial peat-cutting for fuel or for 
use in our gardens. Some types of wetlands are now legally protected, but many 
are still not in a good condition.  
 

Conservation and recovery 
Policies to protect wetlands, such as restricting abstraction (the removal of  
water), as well as projects to restore them, are important tools to help the UK to 
build nature-based solutions to climate change.  
 

By reducing drainage and over-abstraction, supporting the return of Beavers, and 
naturalising rivers, wetlands will be able to lock up more carbon, support more 
wildlife, and provide many other vital benefits like flood prevention!  
 

Prayers for October 
This month we pray for WWT (the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust) 
www.wwt.org.uk who are on a mission to restore wetlands and unlock their  
power. Their vision is a world where healthy wetland nature thrives and enriches 

lives. They are working to create and restore 100,000 hectares of wetlands in the 

UK by 2050 and to improve 1 million hectares of wetlands through locally-led 

action in their priority hotspots around the world. If you are ever in Gloucester-

shire I can thoroughly recommend their Slimbridge Wetland Centre as a great 

day out!  
 

Rachel Butterworth  

Dear Lord, 
 

So far today, I am doing all right. I have not gossiped, lost my temper, been 

greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or self-indulgent. I have not whined, complained, 

or cursed. I have not charged on my credit card or eaten any chocolate. However, 

I am going to get out of bed in a few minutes, and I will need a lot more help  

after that!   

Amen. 

http://www.wwt.org.uk
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St. Mary’s Ladies 

Group 

As so many clubs and societies close during 

the summer, for the first time St Mary’s  

Ladies Group decided to meet in August and 

show a film. 
 

The chosen film was Shakespeare in Love 

which is set in London in the 1590s. It follows a young up and coming  

playwright of the time – William Shakespeare, played by Joseph Fiennes. He 

is struggling with writer’s block and cannot finish his new comedy – “Romeo 

and Ethel the Pirate’s Daughter” – and The Playhouse is under threat of  

closure. His fortunes change when he meets Viola de Lesseps played by 

Gwyneth Paltrow, a noblewoman with a passion for the theatre. 
 

Viola, disguised as a man, auditions for Shakespeare’s play and impresses 

him with “his” talents. When Will discovers her true identity, the two begin a 

secret and passionate romance. The path of true love doesn’t run smooth for 

Will as Viola, at the command of Queen Elizabeth (Judi Dench), is engaged to 

be married to the insufferable Lord Wessex (Colin Firth).  
 

Shakespeare meanwhile must contend with women being forbidden from  

performing on stage, financial troubles, rival theatre owners and the risk of 

their affair being exposed. The joys and tragedy of his own life directly  

inspires him as he transforms his unfinished comedy into the tragic love story 

of “Romeo and Juliet”.  
 

Romeo and Juliet is performed at The Rose Theatre and when it ends, real life 

mirrors the doomed love between Shakespeare and Viola, echoing the fate of 

his star-crossed characters. 
 

The film had a stellar cast of English actors and won 7 Academy Awards  

including Best Picture, Best Actress for Gwyneth Paltrow and Best  

Supporting Actress for Judi Dench.  
 

We all agreed it was a pleasant way to spend a summer afternoon especially 

enjoying an ice cream during the film. 
 

Sue Cole 
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It’s not too small for God 
‘And made the axe-head float’   2 Kings 6:6 (GNB) 

 

It tells us in the second book of Kings chapter 6 of a prophet chopping  trees 

near a river when his iron axe-head falls into the water. He said to Elisha, 

“What shall I do, it was a borrowed axe.”  He uses the past tense. As far as he is 

concerned, this axe-head is gone for ever. He has no expectation whatsoever 

that it will be retrieved. He shows Elisha where he lost it. Elisha cuts a stick 

and flings it into the water and something happens that most likely never  

happened before or since, the iron axe-head floated.  Notice that this isn’t a  

life-or-death situation.  Yes, it is a loaned axe head.  Yes, it disappeared, but if 

that’s the worst thing you have gone through, you have led a pretty sheltered 

life.  You could put this into the same category as Jesus turning water into wine 

at a wedding party. Why waste your first miracle helping a bride and groom 

avoid embarrassment because they didn’t  stock enough wine for their  

reception?  This reveals something about God. He concerns Himself with the 

little things, like wedding receptions and borrowed axe-heads.                                 
 

Nothing is too big for our great God and nothing is too small for Him either. 

‘Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.’ (1 Peter 5:7.)  Note the 

words ‘all your care.’  If it matters to you, it matters to your loving Heavenly 

Father. ‘In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your 

paths.’ ( Proverbs 3:6)  Note the words ‘all your ways.’ Today God wants you 

to share every detail of your life with Him. 

 

Source U.C.B. Word for Today. 

Reply 
 

A curt reply to a bishop who had suggested that a certain incumbent consider 

moving read:  

Dear Bishop,  

I REMAIN,  

yours faithfully…. 
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Plaques 
 We are delighted that both a local  
 woodworker and Sandon Men’s Shed have 

agreed to help us by fashioning the pew  
remnants into beautiful plaques. These 
come in a variety of  styles and sizes, ideal 
for use as house name or number plates, or 
with a text, as negotiated with Sheila  

 Hasler.   Prices vary according to size and 
requirement.  

 

 Please see Sheila or Trudy. 
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Try our October Sudokus (solutions on page 43) 

Intermediate 

Easy 
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Crossword (answers on page 43) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Across 

1  He was replaced as king of Judah by his uncle Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17) (10) 

7  ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the joy set before him — the 

cross’ (Hebrews 12:2) (7) 

8  Relieved (5)  

10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)  

11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8)  

13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to enter 

the kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25) (6)  

15 Directions for the conduct of a church service (6)  

17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) (8) 

18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. Then she wiped them 

with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4) 

21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of an — , — the last trum-

pet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2) 

22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison and to death”’ (Luke 

22:33) (5,2) 

23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6) 
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Down 

1  He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)  

2  Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself! We are all 

here!’ (Acts 16:28) (4)  

3  ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — the whole — of 

man’ (Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)  

4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)  

5  Sun rail (anag.) (7)  

6  Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 21:1) (10)  

9  Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual desires overcome their — to 

Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy 5:11) (10)  

12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his discipleship ‘because he 

feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)  

14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)  

16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)  

19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14) (5)  

20 See 18 Across 

Friendly, reliable and reasonable. 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy to tackle any domestic job inside or out  
(incl. kitchens, bathrooms, carpentry, gardening and decorating). 

Call: 07971 561 215 

RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You  
to take a look at what we have and what we do. 

Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us 
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme 

 

If interested then contact either. 
Ian 01245 349212  Andrea 01245 269836  or John 01245 357177 

Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN. 
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BROOMFIELD 

COACH TRIPS 
 

Luxury day-trips DIRECT from Broomfield Village 

Hall with NO other pickups or drop-offs! 

 

 Run    By    Broomfield residents      

                  For   Broomfield residents 
 

 Courier on each coach 

 

 Pick-ups at Broomfield Village Hall (parking available) 

then straight to Destination - NO other pick-ups. 
 

 Payment for trips accepted by Credit Card, Internet 

Banking, Cheque etc. 

 

Trips   include:  Wroxham,   Southwold,    Eastbourne, Worthing,  

Buckingham  Palace,  Swan Lake,  Les Mis, Nutcracker,  

Lion  King, Phantom  of  the Opera,  Jersey Boys,  

Grease  

 and many more!  

 

Dates/ Prices available from rayspiller@aol.com  

 

or phone for printed list 01245-512997…...07767607399  

                _ which will be dropped through your letterbox  

    www.broomfield-coach-trips.com 
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Local Electrician 
Broomfield 

 

www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to 

come and do a small job? 

Extra Lights   Additional Sockets   New Fuse  Boards 

Rewires  New Installations 

Landlord and Homebuyer inspections 

 

Fault Finding and Repairs 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Qualified Electrician     Fully Insured 

Reliable Service     Tidy Work 

Free Quote    Flexible Hours    Reasonably Priced 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

I will assure you of a quick response, 

 and a reasonably priced service… 

 

Call Steve on: 

Mobile number 07943889979 

Home number 01245-443064 
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Children's Corner 
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Try our October Maze 

 
 
 
 
 

Children's Corner 
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Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society  
Our programme for evening talks for the coming winter will start on Wednesday 22nd 

October 7.15 pm start for 7.30 pm at Broomfield Village Hall.  Entrance fee £3.50 for 

members and £4.50 for non-members.  Refreshments included.   Neil Wiffen, a local 

historian, will be talking to us about the D'Arcy Spice Apple variety and its connection 

to Broomfield 
 

If you would like to buy garden supplies locally, members can access the barn on the 

allotment site between 149 and 151 Main Road.  It is worth a visit as prices are very 

competitive.  It is currently open on Sundays between 10 and 12 noon up to 23rd  

November.  After that it will be closed for a few weeks and will re-open in January 

when seed potatoes, shallots and onions are available. 
 

If you would like further information on membership, are interested in joining our  

committee or anything else garden related, please contact us either by email: 

bcgsshowsecretary@gmail.com or in person at the barn. 

mailto:bcgsshowsecretary@gmail.com
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Answers to crossword on page 32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

Solution to 
Sudokus on 
page 31 
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  If you would like to advertise in the Round Tower please contact: 
 
Alun Powell (tel. 442842). 
 
From September 2024 the rates (for twelve issues) will be: 
 
Quarter page    £30 
Half page     £60 
Full page    £120 



 

CONTACTS 
 
Hon Secretary    Virginia Buckley      07729 117221   
            

Hon Treasurer   Alun Powell         442842 
        14 Butlers Close CM1 7BE 
        alun21@btinternet.com 
 

Safeguarding Officer Lisbeth Hardy         440443 
 

Free Will     Margaret Powell        442842 
Offering Sec.   
 

Organist     Jill Parkin         07778 772126   
        parkinjill58@gmail.com  
           

Little Lambs    Virginia Buckley      07729 117221 
 

Ladies Group    Sue Cole           441157 
 

Bible Reading    Margaret Ginn         440688 
Fellowship    
 

Bellringers     Linda Clements        422013 
     

Flowers      Margaret Pinkerton       440226 
 

Choir      Jill Parkin        07778 772126 
 
Churchyard Working  David Marcus         441125 
Party  & Tree Officer marcus02@ic24.net            
      
 
Magazine Committee 
Editor       Alun Powell         442842 
Committee     Margaret Ginn 
        Margaret Clarke 
        Trudy Stevens 
             

 



 

 The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard, 
serving God and the people of Broomfield  

yesterday, today and tomorrow  

for more details visit our website 
www.stmarybroomfield.org 


